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Cows in Summer.

The cows are out at pasture the whole time
now, excepting at the milking hours, and are, or
ought to be, yielding their utmost at the milk
pail, and glutting the market with surplus milk.
This is the time of the year when the animals
should dispense with all extra feeding. Cows,
however. have their own minds about matters.
and when I stopped feeding mine they refused to
come to the homestead morning and evening of
their own accord to be milked, and, consequently,
I have had to give them just a mouthful of cake
to pleasc them. Apart from the fact that the
cows yield extra well at this time of the year—
though the milk is likely to be poorer in quality
—the rich lush grass is very laxative, and the
best corrective of this is an allowance of common
cotton cake. This material is more or less a
cause of costiveness, on account of the excess of
seed hull (or cortex) in it, and it is thus a
valuable corrective, and goes with strong
grass—a facl pointed out long ago by the late
Dr. Voelkcker.

Very soon, however—too soon,
extra growth of grass will disappear, and we
shall be confronted with bare, brown pastures,
and a short supply of milk. 'Then will be found
the value of the forage crops that should have
been sown last autumn, or ecarly in the spring,
while at the time of writing, the maize crop.is
being planted for a succession to come on later,
in August, September and October. In northern
districts, or where there is a sufficiency of rain-
fall, there is not likely to be the deficiency of
grass in summer and autumn we have to put up
with in the South, and, therefore, not the same
need for soiling with forage or feeding with arti-
ficial food ; but even there a little of this has
to be done to kecp up the milk yicld after the
flush of spring is past.

There is another point that wants to be im-
pressed on dairy farmers who are engaged in the
new-milk trade. As the cows naturally give a
large yield of milk at this time, we ought to
have as few of them calving as possible, but
have them coming in later on in the season, to
help up the supply, and then be ready to rise in
yield again when winter feeding starts. This is
perfectly easy of attainment, by shutting up the
bulls at the proper season Before me, as 1
write, lies a circular issued to the members of
the Eastern Coanties Socicty requesting them to
shut up their bulls during June, .July, and the
half of August, so that there may be no calvings
in March, April and May, and thus reduce the
glut of milk at the time when it is naturally
most plentiful. The members of the above So-
ciety—of which the writer is one—have regularly
done this sort of thing for years with the great-
est tenefit, though, of course, it does not wholly
meet the trouble of surplus milk, and many in-
dividuals do not follow this lead. There is no
doubt, however, that this is a move in the right
direction, and dairy farmers all round would be
wise to try it, more especially as the thing is
very ecasily done, and there is very little trouble
incurred.

A change of pasturage is good for cows,
for the pasture also, if it can be arranced.
this means the animals later on get a new start
at fresh grass, while the old fields get a chance
to show up some growth of cican lcaf once again.
The perpetual trampling about of the cattle de-
files the herbage, more especially in dry, dusty
weather, while even in wet weather it is dirtied,
in spite of the washing by rain, and a change of
fields helps this trouble It is. of course, not
easy to do this always, but in one way it can be,
and that is to furn the animals onto the hay-
ficlds as soon as these are cleared

When the hot, hlazing sun
mer, our cows suffer greatly
the flies, and shade is exceedingly grateful  to
them. Trecs about the pastures. and high, over-
hanging hedges are  useful on a cow-
gang, and to them they when the
afternoon sun hecomes and the
flies bite {heir hardest ficlds cannot
very well e nade if it exist already,
for trees and hedges grow and cheds are
not desirable We can, put them in
doors 1n the hottest part of the day, and it will
pay to do so In the hot.suliry weather, it the
animals are tied up soon after mid-day, then
given their aliowance of forage or cuake, or meal,
as the case may they return  grateful
thanks at the pail them in time
of need A cow alwavs returns treatment
at. a liberal rate of interest. and system of
manacement suits her admirabls
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that it pays him to go to some cxpense and
trouble to get a satisfactory supply.

The production of an ample supply of good
milk depends on many things, of which the above
are a few, and the more of these we attend to
and keep right, the more likely are we to succeed.
—[Primrose McConnell, in Creamery Journal.

Canadian Cheesé Boxes.

The large dealers in Manchester, Eng., report
that boxes from Canada are arriving in good
condition, and that the weights are stencilled,
and these are very desirable conditions, and a
continuance thercof is hoped for. Considerable
Cheshire cheese is at present offered, and realizes
slightly higher prices for choicest than for new
colonial cheese. Common Cheshire is selling at
lower prices than colonial. The feeling of the
trade  is that prices will fluctuate very little dur-
ing the summer months. Rain that was very
much needed has fallen pretty generally through-
out England, and the prospects promise well for
an abundant harvest.

POULTRY.

Cause and Treatment of Gapes.
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Fowls with Liver Trouble.

I have a disease in my hens which is doing a good
deal of havoc. They first go lame, then get weak, and
can hardly walk around ; their heads, combs and wat-
tles get a very dark red ; they also have diarrhcea with
it—sometimes the lameness is preceded by diarrhoa.
The house has been thoroughly cleaned and fresh earth
put in. We had gravel in for a time, then we took
gravel out and put in clay. We thought the gravel
damp, which was causing the trouble, but it made no
difference. The disease is just as bad with the clay
bottom. S. T. M.

Durham Co., Ont.

Ans.—In all probability the chickens are affected with
liver trouble, possibly due to over-feeding, particularly
during the winter months, and the excessive usage of
such feeds as corn and fat meat, with a lack of green
feed and exercise. These conditions would have e
effect of producing a few chickens with similar ailments
to those mentioned in your letter. If the whole flock
was aflected as mentioned in the letter, or even 2%,
I would certainly advise the correspondent to send one
or two of the sick birds to the Bacteriological Lahora-
tory here for examination. It is quite possible that
these chickens may be affected with tuberculosis or
enteritis, possibly both. My experience has led ine to
believe that it is a wise precaution where any birds are
sick to have them examined in a laboratory, and some-
times the disease is quite different to what we might
expect from outward appearances. Furthermore, if it
is an epidemic one knows how to combat it. The fresh
earth that was used in the house no doubt did good
I would suggest that all the sick birds be isolated, and
be fed food such as bread and milk, wheat, and per-
haps a little boiled rice. I also think that a dose of
salts, perhaps every other day, to each fowl would be
found beneficial. An ordinary dose for a chicken is %
teaspoonful of dry salts. Simply open the bird’s mouth
and pour the salts down the best you can from &
spoon.

I would suggest that the henhouse be whitewashed,
using fresh lime and éarbolic acid, or some similar
disinfectant. Put this on while it is warm ; also cover
the floor of the henhouse with fresh glacked lime. This
should give it a thorough cleaning.

If the chickens are not valuable—that is to say, if
they are not worth from three to five dollars apiece—
I would not entertain the idea of doctoring them at
all. The doctoring of sick chickens has, in nearly all
instances, been a losing speculation, and it is much

better, under average conditions, to kill the chicken and
bury it; or, better still, burn it.
Ontario Agricultural College.

W. R. GRAHAM.

_APIARY.
Let the Honey Get Ripe.

July and August are the months in which most of
the honey is extracted in Ontario, and the more of this
work that is left until August the better. There are
several different methods of removing the honey from
the hives and extracting it, and the correspondents of
the publications devoted to the beekeeping industry gen-
erally have more or less to say in regard to the de-
tails of the different systems. But it makes no differ-
ence in the end whether a man takes the honey from
the bees by means of bee escapes, smoking, shaking,
brushing, kicking or jouncing ; whether he carries it to
his extracting house in his hands, on a wheelbarrow, a
truck, a wagon, or a flying-machine ; whether he uses
his uncapping knife hot, cold, wet or dry, or in what
particular kind of extractor he throws the honey from
the combs. The resulting honey is practically the same
in either case, provided care has been taken to have
everything clean, and as it should be. The great and
important point in the extracting operation is that the
honey shall be ready to extract, and the bees have not
finished their work on it until they seal it up in the
before it is sealed, it is prac-
keep it in good condition any
and it is to turn sour
the of a few months. When the
buys a can of this honey and finds it ‘‘ off,”’
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