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THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE.

‘Construction of Cement Stable Floors.
BY A. E. HODGERT, HURON CO., ONT.

t a good foundation.

floor up to the proper

throw some water on the earth as it is put

it and ram it down well. Youcan fill up with stone

gravel, but earth is just as good if well rammed
m, The cement- - machine saves a lot of
abor. Itmmndogo run by horse power or

It mixes better and quicker than by hand.
ydraulic cement and

i the If it stays in a ball
_,h.nd.itisallnght.‘,i_fitfallsdownitistoo
; if the water runs out of it, it is too wet. Take
&' ) of cement to five (sacks) of gravel and
them '

, start and pour in the water. By the time the
. gets in your mixture is ready to wheel awa;
, take and sift out of the same gra with a
ighth mask sieve, enouﬂljof fine stuff to put

, one-half inch ck for cattle. ¥or

0. e plike ter-

of cement to two of mfhedw lz:vel,

to bring the cement to the top; be’

sur vethgwtﬁerlyingont.he top whenyou

T R R
3 ore you on the to

o not leave any bottom over dyinnel:'nhour or ni llx’i;

you have the to on and finished. I prefer

cattle stand inches higher than the

= will -be
Mﬂongteenincgesonthe ttom,
and six inches raise where the cattle

The advantagesof having cement
floors over stone or plank are: you
have all the liquid manure saved, -
and experience tells us that one ton
of I is worth more than a ton of
solid manure. With stone or plank
you cannot save liquid like you can
with the cement; you would not be
Jong in saving enough to pay for the
cement, and it does not cost any -
more than planks at $10 per thou-

_ sand, as one barrel will lay a floor

sixty square feet. I find by experi-
‘ence that planks will not any
‘more than ten years, and the rats
and mice cannot work under cement
like other material. We lay cement
nm:dn from tgwoht.o four inches deep,
according to where strength is most .
needed. 1 have had-cement floors .
in my own stable for six years, and -
I would not put in any other if I
were putting in floors again. Some
object to them, claiming them too

d, but I have had no results

m them in any way whatever.

Rape for Fall Pasture.

Only those who have had experi-
ence with a crop of rape for forage for
sheep and lambs and for young cattle
in the fall months can fully appreciate its value in
the growth of flesh, and as a wholesome and invig-

_ orating food for stock. For fattening lambs it is

especially valuable, as well as for feeding off
old sheep or putting the ewe flock in the best
condition for breeding early and strong lambs ;
while young cattle also improve rapidly on it and
are brought into the best condition for entering
upon winter fare. It isa crop that is easily grown,
the seed costing, as a rule, not_more than ten cents
:il‘ollnd. and requires no special skill in its cultiva-

on. Any fairly fertile land will produce a
crop of rape if it is reduced to_a fine tilth. the seed
not covered too deeply, and the soil between the
l]'ows worked two or three times with the horse hoe.
n very clean, loamy land, in a favorable season, a
;e"y good crop may be secured by sowing the seed
roadcast, at the rate of about 4 lbs. to the acre,
:llnld covering with a light harrow. But, as a rule,
mg best results follow sowing in drills, about 24 or
: inches apart, either on the level or on slightly-
elevated ridges, when 2 lbs. per acre of seed is
s‘lmCl_t:l]t. The seed, being very similar to turnip
Rt is generally sown with a turnip drill. Hand
stromg is seldom necessary unless thistles or other
o ng weeds are numerous, but the horse hoe used
t,ho or three times to keep down ‘weeds and to keep
st: moisture in the land will give the crop such a
So!‘t_ that it will require no further attention.
owing from the 20th of June to 1st of July usually
EZSS the most satisfactory crop, but a good deal of
middfim be got by sowing any time up to the
o e of August. In a moist season, wheat or
= ¥y stubble may be plowed after harvest, and a
oot (i‘l_“n of rape grown. When the rape is about a
thae, H_g;}m is a good time to turn in the lambs, giving
thpn] t e run of a grass field as well, and utting
usedl in Hm”rape only when it is dry, till they get
to it. The stronger and more fully it is grown

ROADSTER PAIR, vxcn‘ AND

the better feed it makes, and frost does not hurt,
but rather improves, its feeding qualities, and sheep
relish it and grow fat on it right up to winter, when
the snow buries it out of sight.

Gﬁss Adds No Fertility.

Many farmers misapprehend the effect of m

in its relation to fertility. They seem to

that if they can o& gfet a standyof it will
restore and maintain fertility, even ugh they
ent:t!)egra.ssfor hay and sell it in_the market.
This is not exactly the fact, altho it is true that
land in continuous cultivation declines in fertili
more rapidly than when in To sell hay o

the farm, however, is selling the fertility o the -

land equally with se grain.

tage the grass land has that it does not suffer the
losses from c ., washing and oxidation that
land under cultivation does. If the latter is kept
covered constantly there is not much to choose

betweenlt&ndgnuhndeveninthiam?ect.
3 Gnssm&ke_snoaemnl i the soil, al h
its roots do bring up from lower levels the f ty
it near the surface where it
e, and there is thus a seeming
recovery fxorptheeﬂoeholmﬁnuommlﬁvtﬁon.
If the is , or if it is made first into
h{he then into !nnunthnt'usvedandmed
to hnq.thmnsp.tmliimninthemr-
face or available supply of the elements of fertility,
:lut there mol nddi_ﬁonuhke:ndphee wheg

over or o egumes are grown

taken to restore the elements taken from tﬁnl:nd
by carefully sa ‘and manure. Going
to “ rests and rests the farmer
cultivated

for nitdoumt aire the labor that
brings up it{l(mm

the roots are of the etrati
decaying roots will add humus, a very
element in fertile soil ; if the annual product goes

The only advan-

OWNED BY MISS K. WILKES, BLAIR, ONT.

back to the land in the manure, it will make the
available supply of fertilizing elements greater at
the surface, but there is no true grass that will
do for land what clover and other legumes in a
good rotation will do for it.

Mustard Spraying is Worthy of a Trial.

Both at the Guelph and Ottawa Experimental
Stations. trials were given last year to the spraying
of mustard-infested grain fields with various solu-
tions, in order to determine their actions upon the
mustard plants. AtGuelph, three differentstrengths
of iron sulphate and three of copper sulphate were

used. Iron sulphate did no injury to the crop, nor - :

did it entirely destroy the mustard. Copper sul-
phate, on the other hand, completely killed the
mustard and did a very slight damage to the grain.
The 2 per cent. solution of cop) rsuzghste@ponnds
in 10 gallons of water), sprayed on the crop just as
the mustard was commencing to blossom, gave
entirely satisfactory results. g

‘At Ottawa, .the same conclusions were arrived
at with regard to the material used and the strength
to use it. Prof. Shutt, who conducted the tests,
concludes that-about 50 gallons are necessary for an
acre of crop, and that if heavy rain comes within 24
hours after the spraying, the operation should be
repeated. He also concludes that the spraying
should not be delayed after the mustard plants have
reached a height of 6 to 9 inches.

Just why a chemical like copper sulphate should
destroy the mustard plant without injurin the
grain crop is not yet thoroughly undentooj, nor
need we worry over the reason nor disbelieve the
evidence we have of its effects. So to those who have
farms infested with mustard, we would say by all
means give the treatment a trial on at least a few
lands. in order to learn the real effects of the treat-

ment.

VICTOR, 15.11-2 AND 15.2 HANDS HIGH.
smn,mmmmmmmnmmw.m

Clover Silage.

Mr. D. D. Andrews, who owns & farm
Leland valley in Jeffexson county, Weatern

ington, built a silo in- 1800, ‘and, with the exem
of a single season when his second a'oighof Vi
was lighter than usual, has filled it second-
growth clover every year. The silo is built outside,
and when it has been filled, a covering of plank.
is laid over the top. There are three d

the other. Mr. Andrews, on being in wed
said as follows: * The first few Mlm 7

cover on the silage and weight it down ally,.
but in recent years this is feft off entirely,
tramping down the spread while in.

is not run through a cutter, but “&M
directly into the silo through the doors unt; it is
full above the doors. It is tched np on
platform, where another man throws it over the
top into the silo. If the clover is cut and put in
while nice and green, no extra inoisture is added,
but if it is rather ripe and dry, one man Sprays
water over it with an ordinary spray pump as it is
put down in the silo. We fill thesilo as rapidly as
possible with one wagon and a crew of four men.
If the clover is very green and has dew on it, we
want it to dry off, because we think it would sour

in o
Wash-
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