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yyvi themselves entitled to an opinion in the first person sing-

ular. An idea appeared to be. as it were, a fanuly,product.
' I am writing this last, chapter in the top berth of a saloon •• she was very sorry,"' I said. .... „ _ .

cabin on board the Canard steamship “ Etruria.” which left •• And so, 1 am sure, are we, remarked Mrs. Mafferton,
Liverpool June 25, and is now three days out. From which it graciously.^from the pother end^ the table.^^U was^throu^

JK latpr^t w'There1 to no thtog'in ufè dLtostic aÛBëre wiU, whi^ I was out of 
tiy ££££*£%£*& witht="t'po8Ut£ürfuture" symSfy^ex^^th^Â^^
I am not running awav from the English climate either, which w ith too much interest, and I Inbev that the cmmte was 
had begun shortly before I left to be rather agreeable I have purposely distracting hmaseff "''^ravrkwardlya^^MM 

i obliged to leave England on account of a misunderstand-

rneSÊmmmm
“Cuckoo!” The bird caught it from the piping of the very It occurred almost as soon as the family returned from the al . mvseif blushing abominably. The situation all at

first lover’s very first love-dream — how well he must have south of France, where they had been all spring, you remom- defined itself and became terrible. How could I teU the
listened! “ Cuckoo !” ... .„ ber, from considerations affecting the health of the eldest Miss Maffertims, assembled there around their dinner table, that I

I bade Miss Dorothy Stacy come in when I heard her knock Mafferton, with whom I had kept up, from time to time, a very w not coming to their family !
and voice ; and she seemed to bring with her, in her innocent pleasant correspondence. One day, about three weeks alter “ Burgundy, miss » ” , ,
strength and youth and pinkness, a very fair and harmonious the “drawing-room," when Lady Torquilm and I could scar, c- How ^uld I do anything but sip my claret with lmmoder-
enimtcrnart of the cowslips and cuckoos- She came to know it jy ever re|y upon an afternoon at home, we came in to find all . absorntion, and say that nervous disorders did sometimes
I wasn't coming down to tea. “ Listen !” I said, as the sweet the Mafferton cards again. There was a note, too, in which ruu jn families, or something equally imbecile !
erv came again? “ I was waiting till he had finished. It was Mrs. Mafferton beggedLady Torquilm to waive ceremony and - Rut Charlies nerves are as strong as possible! «aid
better than no excuse at all. . ,, .*. bring me to dine with them the following evening. another Miss Mafferton reproachfully to her sister.

“I think I can show you from here where I suspect their “You can guess,” said Mrs. Mafferton, “how anxious we We had other general conversation, and Isroke into Mr.
nest to be,” answered Miss Dorothy must be to see her.” Mafferton’s trumpet several times with a certain amount of

^Ih'Sd.^ïry™,',,fgeu gssxjB,;„T>e,rto" ^h°wouilw

to me that she was vopglad, “foryou k”°Y’ j®”? "Well mv dear,” said Ladv Torquilin, “it’s easily seen sister living in Hampstead who was most anxious to welcome
can’f like people who find cuckoos tiresome, and we conclud that I cant go with those Watkins people coming here. But me. How could 1 say I was not willing t w™,
ed that we really must godownto tea. A* H>at a you shall—I’lUet vou off the Watkinses. It tout really Mr to Then after dinner, in the JSS aSwrism
ever, I was obliged to ask Miss Dorothy to ®&,t. * L. Maffertons to"keen them waiting any longer. I’ll write at took me aside tor a little chat, and told me 2*5**^ a good son
little toward improving my appearance. I had quite fojgotten, and _ ^ (yf course," Lady Torquilin went on, “ under Charles had always been, and showed me
between the cuckoos and the cowslips, that I had come up ^umstanees I shouldiit think of letting you go out of him at earlier stages, '™™J;he time he

the ship crossing the Atlantic, to dinner alone, but in this,«*0-^«re to„sme to be only the pinafore. w’hich 1*3
didn’t you?" the eldest remained, <mt^^*UcaUy, So’^aSi^Torouilin wrote, and, when the time came, lent es Mafferton together, who explained what a devoted brother

Didn't you always feel perfectly comfortable 88 ‘“Be sure vou bring me back a full and particular account pulsively. “Of course we gaven t seen him yet since our
retu&115r»!a,n7^to^j«^.hk»i
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neighbors by Ûiat high oldred^bnck walk Jherew^e toe me_not an impulsive beam, however ; rather o,«.indirect ways that they quite understood - It *», awk
» ""S?Mta“wfcfc tad«d. ». h»v, te.» mlngd.w. „»(«,. Chjrt» “'X.’tïïÆjrf

Peter should certainly mow them alldown mithe m°™ljj«k of course I did let Mrs. Mafferton give meakiss-it was er that there was not the ^^Mo^fimof thialwi£
which her pretty lips gave mema *®®">“u™«’.. H°h al?e ^ im,visible to refuse. But I thought myself singularly fav- accompany m«'home. I could^not persuade him of this,

:SSSmtoBssfc-;-i-^7i SStSfiStirwall ”»te«nS»nP Scient fig tree ; and further “ Papsu” said Mre. Mafferton, “ this is Miss Wick, of whom ^XcSstoms, that if Mr. kafferton desired to nmrry
toe wan, “n tangled in its own dark-green shadows, the we have all heard so much. he should have taken me, to some extent, into his confidence
?“• 'ÎV1^rî,n| dits abun<laiit heart to drape and soften the she spoke very close to the ear of an old gentleman in an a2oUt }t He shauld not have made Lady Torquilin the role 

». essc/e and the flower o, it again^ ^ Qf _ hft allheanlso much. Poor

to^V-vS1 musth^ ïb?SSw.”“r,fc arintrdkm.Mami;s&

œrncr.holdingtw’i^siuallmoimdsandtwosinallvvi^dcntablet^ W,=k . Mr Ma<fcrton af^r RUaking hands with "S'l «t'a^vZ^ronS'
Xtod wUh th^inlriiC “ Here Ues a Friend.’ „,e and apologizing for not rising^’ if this ,s Miss'W.ck, I don t «J^UUhe breast of Mr. Mafferton would be an unlikely?,sSs,!^isœ*ss&srafc ~stiSPSs.‘iB»Stiç„».w ‘""'kswskksacsu
five .Jingo two > . , ^v wen| on, pensively. “It Then the eldest Miss Mafferton put one end of a long black ( men ce that resulted from our drive was the resolution which
do Jingo s picture, x-crv much alike." sneaking-trumpet into my hand, and Mr. Maflferton, seeing her i |1M ,,urrviniz nut mi txsircl the steamship 'Etruria to-day.wasn t really § ” said Miss" Dorothy, “and as we ,|0 this, applieîTthe other to his ear. I had nothing whatever -j,|ie Worst of it was Duly Toniullin s scolding next morn-

I have a letter to , Hallington." to sav. but, overcome with the fear of seeming rude, I was n.nt she said anything unkind, but. because It gave
BO wn^ent torough toe gmtes that cl.kse,! u,s,n this dear Rising it to my lips and thinking hard when I felt two anxious
inne^world Into the winding road. It led uspast^heOre^ hands upon my arm, ft Mjgfl Maflbrton, .. bllt „ you
Lion, amiably concAniit upon a créa hl^“8J wjth Kre,a WouUlrVt mh'd holding il just a little further from your lips, SIJS.mT.T èiigligèd to Mr. Arthur Oreenleaf Page,J
froma yellowcoUage.pa^ village school, in a somewhat please ! We arc obliged to tell everybody. Otherwise the yale Vnivcrsity staff. She seemed to think that I should have
brooding ^fs of strew ^thexuiage mjstress (lwe|t ee lnakeg ,|llitc a distressing noise in his poor'ears. toïdeverybody I don’t see why. especially as we are not to be
bigger cottage, lnoneei d rue, to the post office at At which every semblance of an idea left me instant h. j(1 i,„t if Christmas, and one never can tell what may
and looked out upon her lavenaer an inside in a round Vet I must sav something-Mr. Mafferton was waiting at the “rl Young tallies do not speak of these things quite softifiXiro and and hèr^hnvTpinü'ed'tid'ily acress Xr M, tube. This was the imbecility 1 gave exprès- happen d„ to En^and ^hink.^-ffiey «e not

tier breast sokl butions and thread amt .qmn'u Sl°,,“tI° came here in a cab ! " I said. It was impossible to think ^,®l”"1> y Page "in' even at "this stage, but it seemed to be
row of very fiimiliarwedgc-shaped tins,I bhie^and red^ They of anythingelsP ^ ^ propitious beginning, ami Mr. Maffcr unn}^Vhm’t k'now at all bv the way, what Arthur will sav to
contained corned beef, a",1tll.^ ,m very well ’^TSiid to Miss ton’s further apology "for not being able to take me down to 1 1 ^ Kng|ish "exiicriencos. He may not conddcrit as
the gentleman who puto thoro up x cr^ wem He is a great dinner on the ground that he had to be taken down by the |„,|«'dthc others would f>e
Dorothy Stacy—“Mr. W - P- Hitt, of imago. « k b 1er Wmsclf. did not help matters in the very Içast At r°^2ro is only one thing that makes the thought endurable

dinner 1 sat on Mr. Mafferton s right, wi . the coiling: length of T insuuit " it would have been mee to be related to the
tl.p sneaking-trumpet between us. The brother came ill just .
heforewe went down, a thin young man with a nigged beard - hut? s’. lM.forc filing the purser supplied me with dear conso- 
a ennite. Of course, a curate being there, we began with a , ti(,n jn the shape of a letter from Mis« Peter Vorkc. It was a 
blessing. “ characteristic11 letter, as we say when we want to say a

Then Mrs. Mafferton said : thing easily--bewailing, advising, sternly questioning, <”mic-
“ I hope you won't mind our not having asked any one else. "th n pmlsUing, a little sad and deprecating by accident, 

Miss XVick. " We were selfish enough to want you, this first a“l„ ra|lving tolmrself again with all sorts of funny reproaches, 
evening all to ourselves. '“ I meant to have done so much, and I ve done so little .

It was certainly the Mafferton, idiosyncrasy to be ext nix iv blir,lcn of it. recurring often -" I meant to have done
gantlv kind. 1 returned that nothing could have been more ".m.ch, and F vc done so little I" . , ...
,,C,i^^.pr,hat we think that dear naughty Lady ’TomuiHn t^gh Tm toktog my'uti.sl n^n'l Um'k teaeot^-

ftSsiJU Ak - ... ... ........ »...... - •«
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in a perfectly straight line, and without ^‘v.nd nmJamusteg 
si,m whatever. It seemed to me a singular and most anm^mg 
demonstration, and Miss Dorothy explamcd that it «a- a 
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