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1ne FARMER’S ADVOCATE is published on or about the st f
ach month. Isimpartial and independent of all cilquer o:
[2

fitable, practical and reliable informa-

publication in Canada.

Terms of Subscription—$1.00 per year fn advanoe;
$§1.25 if in arrears: Ieooplg.lw.mm New subscrip-
sions can commence with anv month.

The Advecate is sent to subscribers until an explicit order
is received for its discontinuance, and all payment of
arrearages are made as reqaired by law.

Remittances should be made direct to this office, either by

Letter or Money Order, which will ‘be at our
‘When made otherwise we cann
Always give the Name of the Post Office to which your
Ia“nnv Your name cannot be found on our books
m this is done.

Discontinuances—Remember that the publisher must be
notified by letter when a subscriber wishes his paper
stopped. All arrearages must be paid. Returning your

will not ensble us to discontinue it, as we cannot
your name on our books unless your Post Office
address is given.,

The Law is, that all subscribers to new-:sor- are held

ble:mﬁl all arrearages are paid, their paper
ered to be discontinued.

The Date on your Label shows to what time your
subscription is pai

Advertisi Rates—Single insertion, 2 cents per line
Oontnct“nm furnished on a, pucaﬂoﬁ.

Address—

» THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE,
360 Richmond 8treet,
LONDOK ONT., OANADA.

Our Monthly Prize Essays.

CONDITIONS OF COMPETITION.

1.—No award will be made unless one essay at
Least comes up to the standard for publication.

2.—The essays will be judged by the ideas, argu-
ments, conciseness and conformity with the subject,
and not by the grammar, punctuation or spelling,
our object being to encourage farmers who have en-
joyed few educational advantages.

3.—Should one or more essays, in addjtion to the
one receiving the first prize, presenta different view
of the question, a second prize will be awarded, but
the payment will be in agricultural books. First
prize essayists may choose books or money, Or
part of both. Selections of books from our adver-
tised list must be sent in not later than the 15th of
the month in which the essays appear. Second
prize essayists may order books for any amount not
exceeding $3.00, but no balance will be remitted in
cash. When first prize essayists mention nnthing
about books, we will remit the money.

A prize of $5 will be given for the best essay
showing the relative profits of Soiling Cattle,
Partial Soiling, or Grazing. The subject to be
considered from the standpoint of the older and
richer provinces. All essays to be in by the 15th
of April.

Prof. Saunders, of the Central Experimental
Station, at Ottawa, is distributing, gratuitously,
packages of the Ladoga Wheat to all who ask for
it. He claims that from the reports he has re-
ceived, that it is ten days earlier than the Red
Fife Wheat, and considers it will be of inestim-
able value to farmers in the north, and even in
the eastern parts of this Dominion. Should any
of our readers send for it, we have no doubt but
they will receive a package.
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Soitoriai.

A Protest Against the Increased
Rate of Postage on Periodicals.

A large and very influential deputation of pub-
lishers and others interested, consisting of Messrs.
T. R. Clough, J. Dale and W. Weld, who were ap-
pointed as a deputation from Ontario, and were
met in Ottawa by Messrs. Richard White and L. E.
Dawson, of Montreal, who represented the Quebec
publishers, were introduced by Colonel Denison, M.
P., to the Postmaster-General, Hon. John Haggart,
the morning of March 13th. The following members
also accompanied the deputation:—Senator Reed,
Messrs. Cargill, Cockburn, Small, Corby, Davin, Dr.
Roome, Wilson (Lennox), Smith, Madill, Carpenter,
Guillet, Marshall, Ward, Peter White (Renfrew),
Brown and Hudspeth. The deputation intimated
that they viewed with alarm and dismay the effect
of the proposed exclusion from free postal carriage
of all periodical publications published less fre-
quently than once a week. They brought to the
notice of the Postmaster-Geuneral the following
considerations, in the hope that he would see the
wisdom and justice of removing the excluding
clause referred to from the proposed amendment :—

1. If it is for the sake of increasing the general

ostal revenue that a postal rate is proposcd to be
imposed on periodical publications published less
frequently than once a week, then your petitioners
would respectfully submit that the revenue could
thereby be increased but very inconsiderably, that
is, in proportion to the total expenditure required

"for the carrying through the mails of periodical

publications generally.

2. Your petitioners would further submit that the
publications that would be affected by the proposed
excluding clause are, as a class, more deserving of
public bounty than are those that are notso ex-
cluded, in the fact that they are in the best sense of
the word, educational, that is to say,they serve (as
no other sort of publication does) to develop, foster
and diffuse the best intelligence in respect to the
highest interests of the nation, involved in all its
efforts towards industrial, social, literary. moral and
religious sustentation and improvement.

3. The periodical publications affected by the ex-
cluding clause may be described as being devoted
each to a special interest, whose true advancement
can be secured only by specialized effort, but which
when secured reacts upon the well-being of the
whotle community. These interests embrace nearly
every useful member of the commonwealth, and
among them may be enumerated : agriculture, hor-
ticulture, the apiary, stock-breeding, gou_ltry—keep-
ing, architecture, milling, mining, lumbering, manu-
facture and trade in their several branches, law,
medicine, pharmacy, dentistry, the school, the
church, and the Sunday-school: and by injuring the
publications devoted to_these interests the nation
would be injuriously affected where it can least
afford to be injuriously affected, viz., in the best
means which the world has yet devised for diffusing
useful information, making known new economic
facts, progesses and methods, developing a spirit of
enquiry, investigation and experiment, and in short
for discharging every known function of true edu-
cation. that is to say, in its periodical literature of
a highly specialized charaeter.

4. And from the fact that these periodical publi-
cations which would be affected by the proposed
excluding clause apoeal only to the more intelligent
members of their several constituencies; it follows
that their circulation is comparatively small, and
also incapable of much increase. Hence, too. their
advertising patronage is small, and thus their chief
gource of revenue is in an almost inexpansible
subscription list. In fact in many cases these pub-
lications are not wholly supported hy the income
derived from their publication. Their working
expenses are frequently charged to other depart-
ments of business in the houses by which they are
published, and their editorial supervision is often-
times largely gratuitous. Thus it follows (8o your
petitioners believe) that the expense necessary to

maintain in efficiency these periodicals is pro-
portionately far greater than that necessary to
maintain publications issued more trequentl{. So
that the proposed impost will affect injuriously
those publications which are not only most deserving
of public bounty but which also at the same time
are least able to exist without it.

5. Should the proposed postal rate become law
there can only be one result: the deterioration of the
educational quality and hence the deterioration of
the educational value of the publications. It will
be impossible to increase the subscription price.
Every publisher knows this cannot be done. And
the profits now made are, as bas been said before,
in many instances merely hypothetical. Hence the
publications will be either decreased in size or
cheapened in respect to their editorial and contribu-
tory production, and hence, too, their influence for
googd upon the nation at large will be greatly les-
sened.

6. One class of periodicals which would be most
injuriously affected by the proposed rate would be
those prepared for the use ot Sundag school children
and teachers. These publications have to compete
with the Yublications of the immense denomina-
tional publishing houses of New York, Philadelphia
and Chicago. The imposition of a postal rate on
our Sundaf school publications would not affect
the transmission of American Sunday school litera-
ture through the Canadian mails, since this would
still be carried free of cost. The result would be
that the proposed rate would act as a prohibitory
tax, detrimental alike to our own established indus-
tries, our naturally conservative ideas of moralit
and religion, and the growth of our own nationa
patriotic sentiment.

7. Another class which would be most injuriously
affected would be those periodicals which appeal
to the critical, literary and artistic tastes of the

eople. We have few of such publications in

anada, and they have all to compete with the
magazines, reviews and general periodical literature
of the United States. These latter would still be
carried through our Canadian mails, without

revenue to our own Post Office department, and our

own periodicals of similar character would bave to
pay the bill. When it is remembered how few the
periodicals are which appeal to Canadian general
culture, and how disastrous have been the failures of
many such that have been started and run for a
while, it may reasonably be asked: Is our Govern-
ment doing a patriotic thing when it places still
further hindrances on their production and allows
foreign periodicals that inculcate foreign ideas and
promote the wth of a foreign sentiment, to pass
our Customs line free of duty and be carried on our
own lgostal routes free of charge ?

8. Furthermore, should this rate be imposed the
effect would be that such periodicals as did not go
to the wall because of it would try to evade it by
issuance weekly, thus putting the Post Office de-
partment Lo extra expense and trouble without
compensating gain.

9. tly, your petitioners would respectfully call
your attention to the manifest injustice of this pro-
posed clause. Every argument that can posslb:{ be
adduced in behalf of the free transmission of daily
and weekly geriodicall can be-advanced with in-
creased weight in favor of the free transmission of
Periodicals published less frequently. The one class
s as essential to the interests of the state as the
other. If the one class educates 8o does the other ;
if the one class conveys news 8o does the other, and
news of much greater value to the intellectual,
social, material and moral well-being of the nation.
If the one class is capable of being abused by larﬁe
private advertising houses, 8o is the other, and the
remedy in either case would rightly lie in maintain-
ing a discretionary clause, as in the present act.

For these considerations, and for others, especial-
ly that vested interests would be jeopardized and a
blow be struck to an important part of the great
publishing industry of the nation, they regpectfully
urged upon the Postmaster-General the removal of
the clause.

After the deputation had stated their case Mr.
Peter White, M. P. for Renfrew, remarked that in
the first place the Governor-in-Council should not
be authorized to fix the rate of registration; it
should be done by act of Parliament. He objected
to the increase In the rate of registration on the
ground that it would bear heavily on the farmer
and small merchant, they having frequent remit-
tances of small sums to make. He suggested that
if the rate of postage was increased to two cents on
drop letters it should apply only to places wherg




