
452,761,1 11614,125,8451915

$313,996,380Increase in 1916.. ..$ 477,577,557 

This increased national business has meant a large 
addition to the freight tonnage of the railways. While 
the demands upon the roads have been ever increas
ing, the amount of labor available for the railways 
has been away under normal and has steadily de
clined. Thousands of our skilled employees have an
swered the Empire’s call and gone overseas and the 
reserve has not been able to fill the gaps in the rail
road ranks.

'the interests of the railroads and the public are 
identical, ami the present situation should serve to 
emphasize the necessity of allowing the railroads to 

iv on their business in u manner that will allow 
of continuons devemprnenl in order to keep u)K with 
the increasing needs of transportation. The railroads 

need :

(heater terminel facilities.
More side tracks.
More double tracks.
[More equipment.

I'nUer a burden of increased expenses the railroads 
are continuing t«> give service at the rates that were 
too low even when all classes of supplies and labor
could he obtained at much lower prices than is pos- 

The assumption that, because of thesin> to-day.
abnormal volume of traffic offering, the railroads are 
not entitled to a revision of their tariffs will lead to 
a continuance of the conditions which are now coni -
plained of. The railroads must be allowed to earn a 
ne: income sufficient to pay fair dividends if they are
I,, obtain tin new capital necessary to create greater 
fa-ilities ami give the service that the public de- 

Inv stars will in the future look for largertea in.'s.
their capital and just so long as rail-

are nstiicted to earnings which are lower than
those obtained by the generality of industrial ontev- 
,rises the railways will continue to find grave <1 ifti —

new works to keep
1
cullies in providing necessary 
abreast of industrial expansion and the business life 
nf the community will lie menaced by a return of
these periods of acute congestion.

The welfare of the railroads is of national import-
and tlie selfish interests of no one section or 

he allowed to interfere wictr their properclass should 
development along sound lines.

VN lien the Pine e.»ni°s m-\ *• 
wavs have done doling thi i 
it will he freely admitted that

list • :; i i a i I- 
i •; in1,1 si vess. 

mr t: •. asportation sys
tems have riccmnolished wonderful work in the face

t i o>.

of appalling difficulties.

Complaint is made that the railroads have from 
time to time, in commercial parlance, gut behind with 
their orders. Is there any branch of productive activ
ity. engaged in war work, that has been able to meet 
the full demands made upon it? Every possibR* 
agency of product ion is being used calling fur masses 
of material of all descriptions to he gathered toge
ther at every venire of population. The railroads have 
carried in greater volume than ever before, the raw 
materials for manufacture and have then faced the 
task of moving the immense tonnage of flushed pro
ducts in a steady stream towards the seaboard. The 
pressure from the manufacturing centres for supplies 
has been without any let-up. and Imperial needs 
have demanded that all munitions, etc., consigned 
overseas he moved immediately. 'Hie efficiency of the 
railroads in handling this great east hound export 
traffic has been controlled by ocean shipping con
ditions. These have naturally been irregular owing 
to the shortage of ships. The result lias been that 
every railway terminal lias become congested with 
export freight awaiting the cleaving up of the situa- 
ton at the ocean point of loading. Days have passed 
at many of the. greatest ports on the Atlantic sea
board when there has not been a single vessel on hand 
to receive cargo. Such a situation ties up thousands 
of cars and prevents the free use of the terminals, 
for internal movement. Railway terminals unfor
tunately. are not elastic and with such con
ditions prevailing delays to traffic were unavoidable. 
It must also he considered that the bulk of the traffic 
has been eastward without an equivalent movement 
west.

The remarkable increase in Canada’s business may 
be gathered by a glance at these export and import 
reports.

Canada's Exports. Canada's Imports. 
...............$t .091.706,403 $766.757.4911916 ...

You ask-, "\\ I at is wrung with the railroads': 
rcpl> in on#- wind is ‘ WAR". Although we are re
moved from tin- . < me of actual hostilities by thou
sands of miles, war conditions prevail on this con
tinent. as they do in Europe. The conflict has wrought 
great changes in o.ii* industrial life. A strain has been 
placed :’|> the whu’.o fabric of business that has 
teste.1 it t • ! ' ■ breaking point. The conditions that 

our gr»Ht industries were undreamt 
• and tlir‘ railroads cannot be blamed 

if t! ey ? i, ,} 1 i -e the coming of the conflict. It fell
ipon the civilized world and 
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vm iiD. ed «.'ll - RAILWAY EARNINGS FOR MARCH.

The volume of business handled by Canada’s three 

principal railways, during March, was without pre

cedent for the time of year and approached that of
The increasethe autumn months in normal months, 

over Mardi. .916. was $2.623,194. or 15.1 per cent.

Comparisons of aggregate gross earnings of the 
three systems for March in the past six years follow :

Cross earnings. 
. . .$19.967 437 
... 17.344,243 
... 13.612.704 
... 1 5.254.97 t 
... 17,329,5$ 1 
... 16,041.950

March.
19 17 
1916 
I 91 5 
1914 
1913 
1912

'die comparison with 1913 figuras is marred by the 
fact that c. X. K. earnings now- include the earnings 
of the <)iieh#>o system, formerly excluded, 
as the (\ X. R. increase between March. 1915. and 
March. 191,*. is considerably less than the increase 
shown in Hit* aggregate of the three roads for March. 
1917, as against March. 1913, the month just closed 
may fairly he conceded the greatest activity ever re
ported for the period in Canadian railroading.

flow ever.

All three systems showed substantial increases for
The in-the month as compared with a year ago. 

dividual totals, with increases, follow1:

Increase. 
$11,692.000 $1,464,000

492,994 
666.200

1917. r.c.
14.3
10.9
25.6

C.C.C. . 
c.T.ft. . 
C.X.K. .

. . f. 002.237 

.. 3.273.200

$19.967.437 $2,625.194 15.1

A NEW FRENCH LINER.

Steamship “f'«iris’*, of Transactlantic Steamship Vo., 
largest steamship evor constructed in Eranee, was 
launched recently aaid will go into service between 
Havre and New1 York. She lias a displacement of 
87,000 tons and accommodations for 3.000 passengers.

WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE

RAILROADS?

The Interests of the Railroads and the Public 
are Identical.

I There is a disposition to blame the railroads for 
all the national ills that the community is suffering 

Delayed transportation has been advanced as 
tin* cause of tin* scarcity of coal, the high cost of food
stuffs, and even the curiai:meiit of manufacturing. 
The railroads ha; e failed according to the critics, in 
the hour of greatest need. At the request of the Editor 
nf Mac Lent i r Magazine, I'resident E. .1. < 'hamberlin. 
nf the (Iraml Trunk System, sets forth in the follow
ing message I lu* underlying causes of the present rail
way difi in.hies ;.nu al.-u suggests how ultimately re
lief may he fourni. The t ondit ions arising out of the 
war mus; neeessavi! v continue unt il peace is declared I.

PASSENGER SERVICE
Glasgow to St. John, N. B.
Halifax to Glasgow 

and between 
Montreal and Glasgow.

For information as to rates and sailings apply to 
Focal Agents or The Robert Refdrd Co., Limited, 
General Agents, 20 Hospital Street and 23-25 St. 
Sacrament Street, Montreal.

PASSENGER SERVICE
BETWEEN

MONTREAL and LONDON
(Calling Falmouth to land Passengers)

For particulars of sailings and rates apply to Eoca! 
Agents or to The Robert Reford Co., Limited, Gen
eral Agents, 20 Hospital Street, and 23-25 St. Sacra
ment Street, Montreal.

CANADA’S NEW RAILWAY MILEAGE,

Canada added 290 miles to her total railway mile
age in 1916.

Construction last year, as compared with 1915.

1916.1915.
J 1Number of companies building ..

I’irst track built (miles)...................
Second track built (miles) ..

First track is the railroad description for entirely 
new line. Second track is the term applied to the 
second line of double trackage and to sidings ami 
spur lines.

Details of the New track laid in Canada during 
1916 by the various railway lines arc:

Edmonton. Dim vegan and British Columbia .Rail
way: On main line 2t miles: prairie branch, 56 
miles; Ventral Canada. I'eace River branch, 5 miles; 
total, 116 miles.

Hudson Bay Railway, in Manitoba. 90 miles.
I'acific Great Eastern Railway, Clinton to Horse 

I,ake Summit. 37 miles.
Canadian I'acific. western lines, Vakowki. Alta.* 

to Manyherries, 10.4 miles: Stony Creek to Gambie. 
10.5 miles; total. 20.90 miles.

Vancouver. Victoria and Eastern, Kiigard R.C. to 
Cannot*. 9.32 miles: at Hope, 0.17 miles: total. 9.49 
miles.

Grand Trunk I'acific. branch lines. Moose Jaw 
northwest from mile 67 to mile 70. three miles; Re- 
gina-Moose Jaw branch to elevator. 2.65 miles; total, 
5.65 miles.

Toronto. Hamilton and Buffalo. Dimnville. Ont., to 
Maitland, 5 miles.

Canadian Northern, western lines, completing Al
liance branch. 3.20 miles.

Kettle Valley, west of I'entioton. 1.70 miles.
Bay Shore and West St. John (C. I'. It.» in New 

Brunswick, 0.75 miles.
Quebec Central in Province of Quebec, 0.35 miles.
Total. 290.04.

II
290.40

7.90
718.37

.84

THE WORLD’S AVAILABLE TONNAGE.

Only 57.2 per cent of world's tonnage is available 
fur commercial service at present, according to
Stevenson Taylor, president of the American Society 
of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers, 
situation will e..rnpel drastic increases

This 
ill freight

When peace is restored world's shipping ton-
World's normal

rates.
nage will be short ti.000.000 tons.
shipping tonnage, when war began was 50.086.00»' 
tons. Tonnage destroyed amounts to 5.000.000. ton
nage commandeered to 12.000.0u0 and tonnage in
terned 4 400.000, leaving available 28.600.000 tons.
Vomiting 1017 production as 3.006,000 tons and al
lowing for discarding of 4.000.000 tons as junk. Mr. 
Taylor estimates that available tonnage, in the event 
of a near peace, will be 44.000,000 tons.

ALGONQUIN PARK. i

Enjoy tlie spring months at Algonquin Park. The 
Highland Inn opens May 7th. 2.000 feet above the 
sea. Pure and bracing air, splendid accommodation at 
reasonable rates. Free illustrated literature on re
quest to .1. Quinlan. Bonaventure Station, Montreal.
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