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MARTIN LUTHER.
- Persons living in this day seldom stop to | 
think what it meant to live four hundred! 
years ago or that the boyhood of “ the monk 1 
that ihimik the world” «as spent amid 
poverty and discomfort such as tlie poorest 
person"in our country could hardly realize. 
We read of that time that the fire was built 
on some stones in the middle of the floor 
and the smoke was left to escape through 
the cracks and crannies of the roof. There 
were no windows to the houses or locks to 
the doors. The candles were splinters of 
wood dipped in melted fat. The principal 
food was coarse unleavened rye or barley 
bread, black and nasty ; our common vege­
tables ami garden fruits were entirely tin-1 
known, and all the dishes the people hail 
to eat from were rough wooden platters. ' 
They had no leather shoes, but instead, great 
wooden saints. The beds of the poorest1 
classes were hollowed out from logs of wood, ! 
a bundle of straw instead was considered, 
quitea luxury,only to be used by sick or very ! 
well-to-do person*. Soap there was none 
and they had neither tea nor coffee, spoons I 
nor forks. The people of the day were firm j 
believers in witchcraft and in the agency of ; 
fairies ami koboh.s and demons and evil I 
spirits of all kinds. Children were much . 
more hardily treated than they are now. ] 
The slightest offences met with the sever- 
est punishments. There were very few | 
hooks,printing was in its infancy, ami an edu- [ 
cation, such as we are now unwilling that 
any b»y or girl should grow up without i 
could then be obtained only by sons of the I 
wealthy.

Martin Luther was bom in Eisleben a 
little village in Saxony, on the loth of Nov 
e nber 1483, and all over the Christian world 
the anniversary of his birth has lately been! 
celebrated. It was among such surroundings j 
a- above described that his childhood was, 
spent. But his mother, although strict to 1 
severity, was a God fearing woman who 1 
cherished great hopes for her son’s future 
ami often piayed at his side that lie would ' 
grow up to do noble work for God. When 
Martin was dx months old the family re­
moved to Mansfield a place among the Hart/ 
mountains where the father Hans for John) ! 
Luther, was engaged in mining. His home 
discipline was severe, but his school life I 
was worse still. The schoolmasters of hi# 
childhood he said were gaolers and tyrants, I 
and the schools were little hells. At four-' 
teen he wa- sent to a better school at Mngde- ! 
burg ami at fifteen to a still better one at 
Eisenach, where he began to receive 
thorough instruction.

About this time thoughts of God came 
thronging into the hoy’s mind and lie began 
to ponder what He required him to do At 
the age of eighteen he went to the univer­
sity in Erfurt, then the best in Germany, his 
father intending that hediuuld be educated 
for the law. While here he found a Latin 
Bible and reading it a knowledge of his sins 
and of the terrible judgment to come came' 
vividly hoforeliim. Uu his way back to Erfurt j 
alter vi-iting his home in the summer of 
150/) he was overtaken by a thunder storm. 
Terrified at the lightning, which was very ! 
near, he threw himself from his horse and, 
cried 11 Holy Anne help me, I will become ■ 
a monk.” The next dav hi repented of his 
vow, for he knew how bitterly disappointed 
his father would be ; but the vow had been 
given and lie would abide by it. Soon lie 
entered the Augustiniau monastery inErfurt 
ami was at once put to the lowest drudgery. ! 
Feeling his sinfulness he fasted ami prayed 
and performed the severest penances, but 
they all availed nothing. He ended his 
novitiate and took upon himself the lull 

iws i! monk and priest. He threw him­
self into hi- work with enthusiasm and 
studied the Bible eagerly ami constantly, 
hut could get no peace. His superior 
thought that he needed more work to do at.d
- nt him to the lately founded university at 
Wittenberg to teach theology ami philoso­
phy. He was now about twenty-five.

lu lôl I lie was sent to Rome on business 
>[ the Order and walked all the way, being 
•ix weeks upon the journey. In Rome, if 
anywhere, he hoped to find peace,hut society 
there was worse than any he had yet seen. 
The city ami court were magnificent but 
sin was everywhere. The priests did not j 
believe what they taught, and Christianity j 
was everywhere, sneered at ; the very name | 
“Christian” was a synonym for fool. Who 
could retain his faith in the midst of this 
corruption l While going up the Holy ! 
staircase on his knees, the staircase up widen 1
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they assured him Jesus had walked when he 
was brought before Pilate, tlie words “the 
just shall live by faith” Hashed across his 
mind and he at once rose and walked 
down. Luther went to Rome a true pilgrim 
but came hack a Protestant.

About this time St. Peter’s at Rome, 
which it was intended to make the grandest 
church in the world, was being built ami 
money was badly needed for the purpose. 
To obtain it the sale of indulgences was 
commenced. The saints, the pope said, 
had performed more good works than 
were required of them, ami the merits 
of these extra works could be obtained 
by any sinner who choose to pay for 
them. Thus by giving a certain sum 
of money a person could obtain the par­
don of all hi# sin*. The greater the sin 
the larger was the sum required, but by 
giving sufficient money a person could re­
ceive full patdoii for any crime and become 
a* innocent a* if lie had never committed it. 
Agaiust such scandalous proceeding* Luther 
rebelled. He wrote to several bishop* hut 
none would interfere. He then prepared 
ninety-five Theses calling in question the 
tlieorv of indulgences, anil thuir.sale, and on

| fourths of Geriuany was on Luther’s side.
| This with various other political reasons de­
layed proceeding# against him, and while 
they delayed Luther wa* not idle. He 
published an account of hi* trial, wrote a 
tract on the supremacy of the pope, and 
demanded to be tried by a general council.

Un the 10th of June 1520 the pope issued 
a hull against “ the wild hoar who had 
broken into the Lord’s vine-yard.” Luther 
by this time believed that there was nothing 
lor him but death, hut wa* perfectly fear- 
les.*. The pope having previously condemn­
ed his writings to the fire, he on the 10th 
of December burned the pope*# bull in the 
market place of Wittenberg. This was the 
last step, from which there could be no re­
turn, and a storm had now burst, he said, 
which would not end till the day of judg-

Thv general council which Luther had de­
manded was called to meet at Wuruisoii April 
17th 1521 and thither he went. His friends 
begged him not to go a# they l-ared that he 
would he treacherously killed, but he said 
“ l will go if there are as many devils in 
Worms as there are tiles upon the house 
tops.” The warder on the walls blew a

claimed “lam through! lam through I 
If I had a thousand head* they should be 
struck off one by one before I would re-

His friends now became convinced that 
the Diet would condemn him to death and 
on his way home to await itsdecision, while 
passing through the Thuringian forest, he 
was seized by armed men, and carried to 
WartburgCastle. wVere lie remained, known 
only to a few, disguised as a captive knight 
and known by the name of the Ritter 
George. Here he stayed until the storm 
had blown over and political troubles held 
the attention cf the autlio ties. While here 
Luther translated the New Testament and 
ere long he had the joy of seeing the whole 
Bible, in their own tongue, in the homes of 
all his countrymen.

The victory for which Luther had so long 
fought was now wou. Books multipliai 
and the new doctrines spread rapidly.

I Churches could not hold the crowd* who 
flocked fo hear the great Reformer preach,

' and Luther spoke at times to 25,0U0 iu the 
j market place.

The Reformation was now fairly on its 
way, the country was marching rapidly on 
toward* religious freedom, and no one could 
bar its progress.

Thinking of Dr. Martin Luther #o long 
| a* a monk and a reformer it is difficult to 
think of him at the same time as a loving 
husband and a devoted father. In spite of 

i great opposition lie married Katherine von 
! Bora who had been a nun in a distant con­
vent. She wa* sixteen year* his junior. 
The la-t twenty years of his life were 

I less eventful but were spoilt hrppily iu 
! the care of his wife and children. Hu was 
] passionately devoted to hi* children and 
I allowed them all kinds of innocent enjoy*

The death of two of hi* children he felt 
| keenly, ami when the third, Magdalen, in 
whom he saw promise of a beautiful char­
acter, died at the age of fourteen he was 
almost bioken hearted.

The various political difficulties during 
the latter part of bis life troubled Luther 
greatly, lie reached his last birthdav, wu 
are told, sick at heart and sick in body, 

i Hi* sight failed gradually and in writing to 
! a friend in January 154U he call* himself 
“old, spent, worn, weary, cold, and with but 
one eve to see with.” At the end of the 

I mont u he went to his birth place hut took cold 
j on the way and on the 14th of February 
! lie preached in the church there fur the last 
time. He never saw his wife and home

| *He wanted to get home but could not. 
j He went to bed apparently as usual on the 
night of the 17th., but became restless and 
lay upon a sofa in the next room, and died 
between two and three in the morning. 
His two son* and his friend Jonas were with 
him. When they asked him if he would still 
stand by Christ and thedoctrine which hehad 
preached he said “yes.” Almost his last 

| words were “ It is death, lam going ; Father 
into thy hand* I commend my spirit.”
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the 31st of October, 1517 “ the most mem­
orable day in modern European history,” 
nailed them to the door of the Wittenberg 
church. I n a few days these were tramdat cd 
into German and spread all over the 
country. Controversy raged and the 

! excitement was tremendous. Persons from 
whom lie had expected sympathy denoun­
ced him a* a heretic, and the following 
August, 1518, lie was summoned to a Diet of, 
the Empire at Augsburg. He was so poor 
that he had to walk all the way from Wit­
tenberg to Augsburg, and hail to borrow a 
cat that he might appear decently before 
the prince*. They angrily called upon him 
to recant but he refused unless they Would 
shew him wherein he was wrong. The 
pope's legate said to him “ Think you that 
the pope cares for the opinions of Germany Î 
Think you that the princes will take up 
arms for you f No indeed. And where will 
you he then I “Under Heaven” Luther an­
swered. He despaired of his life but 
would not vivid. He,however,escaped fiom 
the council at night and went back to Wit­
tenberg.

Tlie pope would willingly have killed him 
' but found to his astonishment that three-

blast upon his trumpet as lie entered, and 
the streets were crowded to see this man 
about whom all Germany was in an uproar. 
Few friends he had iu that Diet, hut God 
wa* with him. One man said “ Dear Doc, 
tor, if you are right, the Lord God stand by 
you.” Another, a gallant soldier, said, 
“ Little monk, little monk, thou hast work 
before thee that I, and many a man whose 
trade is war never faced the like of. If 
thy heait is right, and thy cause is good, go 
on in God’s name. He will not forsake 
thee. ’ But in all these friendly expres­
sion* there wa* an “if;" Luther alone was 
sure that he was right. Before all that 
august assembly, priest#, nobles, elector#, 
dukes. Emperor; Italians,Spaniard* and Ger­
man* lie, a peasant’s son, stood alone. Yet 
not alone for God was with him. He listen­
ed to all their accusation# and refused to 
retract one word. “Rope* have erred,” he 

! said, “and councils have erred. Prove to 
me out of Scripture that 1 am wrong, and 
1 submit. Till then my conscience bind# 
me. livre I stand, 1 can do no more. God 
help me. Amen.”

When he reached hi* lodging* at the close 
of the trial he Hung up hi# hand# and ex-

One of the thing# that need# attention in 
the autumn day# is tlie teacher#’ meeting. 
Perhaps it lia# been taking a vacation ; if so, 
this i* the month to end the vacation and 
to get to work. Perhaps it ha# died ally- 

igO’oer ; if so, now is the time to have a 
resurrection. Perhaps there never ha# been 
such a meeting iu your school ; if so, there 
never will be a better time than now to 

! start one. The superintendent who allow» 
: himself to he persuaded that it i#impossible 
to have a teacher#’ meeting in hi# school 

I need# a new infusion of heroism. This is 
one of the “ impossible tiling#” that ought 

. to be done whether possible or not. The 
' superintendent who succeed# is a man who 
1 <ioe# not falter in hi* duty before difficulties.
No matter, then, what the croakers siy. 
there should bea teachers’ meeting in every 
Sunday-school. Suppose the teachers live 
in the country, scattered over a large parish ; 
take the meeting around from house to 
house, and let waggon# be sent to gather 
them together. Or, if it i# a city school, 
whose teacher# have so many “engagements” 
that they can not spare an evening for a 
weekly meeting ; if they are net willing to 
cut off anything else for the .sake of pre­
paring to do their work well a* teachers, 
there is need for a revival of the spirit of 
zeal and consecration. Dis the woik that 
cost# moat that show# most iu real résulta. 
—West. Ttachtr.
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