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spring, «ml hv the Hnw the mini Ins di*ip| 
eil, win'll onv would think In* might take 
pleasure in his game. tin- season for marble 
playing has had its day.

The si >re windows are now artistieally ar
ranged. and tho gorgeous display of dry gools 
Is alrvaih leading tin- fi-minim- mind to |N»n«lrr 
thv question Imw tin* “tig leave*" may In- most 
daintily fushiom-d for tin- spring vani|mign.

This winter a» last, thv llev .losvph « ook ha» 
been an i1 jvvt of iniicli interest to the critic*, 
hut who shall décide when doctors disagree, 
llev. Ikiwiis i"larkc says that “til all qualities 
that make up an orator, he (Mr. Cook) has an 
embarrassment of riches," while another writer 
calls Mr. Cook a “charlatan." Rut let those dis- 
|»o*ed to criticize say what they may, the fact 
remains that Mr. Cook gathers a large and cul
tured audience at his noonday lectures, and 
few who have heard his |>owerf'ul voice and 
have seen the earnestness with which he throws 
himself into his subject, will soon lose the im
pression he made upon them.

I**t week, Ralph Waldo Kmerson, the “ sage 
of Concord," made Ids first appearance in pub
lic for a long time, in a lecture “ The l-ortune 
of the Republic," at the old South. It is a 
great treat to hear him as his large audience 
attested, lie spoke many cheering and ho|»e- 
ful wools for the Republic, and will not foi a 
moment conceed that it has liegun to decline.

The work of saving the < >U1 South, still goes 
on, and when it is saved the people of Boston 
will uImomI regret it, for thecommitteee having 
in charge the preservation of that venerable 
building has arranged so many pleasing enter
tainments that numtiers are indebted to it for 
many a pleasant evening. The Ball at Music 
Hall was a great success. The gaily decaratcd 
room, the mingling of quaint costumes, with 
the military dress of many of the gentlemen, 
and the air of happiness that pervaded the 
whole room formed a scene not soon to be for
gotten. l.KAII.

tique silver with the rarest and most original 
designs.

The fashion liookiaie prophecying that black 
silk is to lie very iinpiilrtr this year. Would it 
lie inadvertant to ask when it was not so?

Luminous thistles and golden chestnuts are 
in great favor, a* ornaments for the hair.

Silk is prelem-d to satin lor bridal dresses 
just now, but dainass' and brocade are still 
used for combination with the plain maleiial.

Handsome lingerie is very much the order of 
the day, some of the lace collars worn being 
almost as extensive as the wmtags in vogue 
some years since. Wide linen collars a’so meet 
with approval, but their glare of dead unre
lieved white is not so generally Incoming as 
lace of any kind.

Shirred fronts to dresses are coining in again, 
a favorite combination costume being of ! nui
re tie with silk fronts.

Tlie coming lint is not an assured thing as 
yet, hut thousaiid-toiigued r.iinor whispers of 
very radical changes in millinery.

1‘etticoats fur ex ening toilets an» made (lutter 
than ever in the front and on thv hips, hut 
fuller than ever at the hack, the fullness Is-ing 
imparted hy a suvcesslon of narrow données 
ranging from the hem of the train to xvithin 
four inches of the Iwlt. For thv sake of con
venience in washing and ironing, tb-su donn
ées are frequently mounted on a eparate 
breadth of muslin, xvhii-h is buttoned on the 
hark breadth on each side.

l’copie tiro generally pretty well satisfit si 
with iliamotids pure and simple when made 
into sets, hut this satisfaction may lie some
what marred by the fact that fashion now de
crees that all gems he mingled and so com
bined, as to make a variety of i-olors ns, for 
example, diamond* with turquoise and pearls; 
opal- with ruhh-s and diamonds; diamonds 
with emeralds and rubles, and sapphires with 
diamonds and gold.

The Spring novelties are lieginning to conic 
in tlilek and fast, hut they are nut appreciated 
just now as much as they will In* a few weeks 
hence. And indeed who could be expected to 
enjoy a new costume xvhilc our streets are in 
their present condition ? or xvlio could derive 
any gratification from a now Ix.nnet upon such 
a day ns last Sunday? Ladies may pick and 
choose and manufacture, hut the fruit* of their 
industry will of necessity have to “ire;/1 until 
tiller weather.

(îentlemen desiring to lie really stylish must 
not Indulge in stri|s-d or fancy hosiery this 
sonwon, for fashion has put lierore them her 
autocratic veto, making only plain or solid col
ored stockings, “the proper tiling."

A recent fashion article says, that hy making 
the neck very square. the shoulder -trap very 
broad, and the sleeves very short, the result iii 
the sha|Ni of a hall dress must 1st # n n•#//#•. 
This is very comprehensive, hut our i-uiitem- 
porary must have forgotten that this is Iwnt. 
and that therefore hall dresses themselves are 
not en regie.

,Fur lh# Touch.
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Nndoubt he hath sorrows and joys 
I 'o-mingled with human alloys,

| Rut they're all of himself, lie has no one to 
blame

For the joy» that have fled, or the sorrows that

He pleases himself, or annoys.

Away in the wilderness wild,
Ry society's ways undefiled.

Alone and content as the years glide along, 
Vnloving, unloved, lives the theme of my song. 

I asked : “ Art thou lonely ?" he smiled.

And remarked, “ ’Tis ■ joyous life,
The voice of a scolding wife 

Never falls, like the sentence of death, on ones

Nor severs the sweet chords of harmony here. 
Nor causes contention or strife.

Nor the musical voice of the child,
While thv strap on its Iwck is being piled, 

Ever rutiles the calm in a man's traiiquil breast, 
i ir robs the weary-worn soul of its rest,

In this forest sublimely wild.

This indeed is life perfect, complete—
The liachelor's favorite retreat—

Here lie washes his dishes, sweeps floor, and 
liakes bread,

Xml as twilight approaches lies down in his 
bed,

Anil sleeps, unmolested and sweet.

!

“ Who would not a bachelor be,
In this wild wood romantic and free ;

In this home where you hear the pert chat of 
the squirrels,

Much sweeter to m« than the laughing of 
girls ?"

Ah bachelor't would not do for me.

tuf. sirop croc K.
The shop clock is not usually classified as a 

special tool, but it performs special services 
which no other tool in the shop caw perform. 
It furnishes the data to make up the amount for 
each man's envelope on Saturday night. It re
proves the tardy workman who, as he enters 
the shop where the other men are busy at 
work, glances hastily at its face and looks anxi
ously around to see if his entrance is observed 
by proprietor, superintendent, or foreman He 
feels under the clock's surveillance until his 
coat is taken off and hi* tools are in his haiul», 
ami if still unobserved he feels that he has 
cheated the clock.

When a face anxiously seek* the shop clock 
every hour or so, the thoughts an* usually any
where but upon the work, the hands are un
willing and the employer is not getting justice. 
When the hands of the clock mark five min
utes before the time for ceasing work we may 
find the unscrupulous workman Wiishing his 

BUSTOS COURKSPOSDKSCr. hands with his employers benzine or|macliine
------ _ oil, or leaving his work to heat water to wash
Boston, March 6, IH7M. in. The lazy workman is waiting because “it is 

February’* exit was peaceful, and March no use to begin a new job five minutes before 
came In like a lamb; may it not go out like a milting time." The workman anxious to be 
lion. But though the weather overhead I* not yxvhere save at work, is maneuvering to get 
unpleasant, umler fiait mud reigns supreme, near the shop door, ready to make a liolt when 
and only the philosopher, who rejoices that the the clock strikes. When the clock does strike 
lioot-hhick may reap quite a harvest from such the quitting hour the careful workman puts 
a state of a flair*, represses an exclamation as away his tools or finishes some little detail that 
his foot, sinks into tlie treacherous mud. But will take but a moment if done at once, but 
Spring is surely approaching, for the feeble would occ 
wail of “Spring, gentle Spring," I* already finished, 
heard on tlie hand-organ, and. as the season men have laid down their tools just where they 
advances, that wail » ill swell to such a shriek happened to stand when the clock struck, 
that many a one will wish that music were one others may have departed leaving their mu 
of the lost arts. chines running, with the prospect of a smash

This, too. is the season when the small I my up if they are not on hand in the morning when 
la-gins to play marbles on the sidexvalk. For the machinery starts; and others still may have 
It fa a curious fact, which it might he well for left their gas jets burning. If clocks could talk 
scientists to note, that the small hoy Invariably it would be a great boon to foremen.—Seienti- 
beglns to play marbles in the mud of early Jic Ani.

Kak.

FASHION FLAMliFAFX.

The sacque of the season for next, nr, more 
properly, thi* Spring, has an F.ngli-b back and 
cut away fronts, overlaps in the skirts and is 
provided with coquettish bflx-pockots and a 
rolling collar and revers. It is not a little 
rakish looking in appearance, though not so 
much so as anothei model which is adorned 
with the extra*of a test, and standing collar, as 
well a* the long rolling collar which extends 
over the cut away fronts.

Indies of all ages, certain and uncertain are 
to go into short dresses this Spring, ami the 
shorter the better, considering the state of our

Masculine critics l*egin to auk now, whether 
it he jmssible, for a fashionable woman to 
strike and maintain a happy nndiunt a* re
gard* the arrangement of lier head-gear ; for 
whereas, some months since, the aim seemed 
to be to make her hat at leust touch her nose, 
hei ambition at piesent is to see how nearly 
like falling oft* she can make it look, and then, 
they say, it becomes jmsitix'ely necessary to 
strap the dainty trifle on with a veil which i* 
brought forward and tied under the chin. The 
criticism is not as entirely without foundation,a* 
most of its class, but still we think the “happy 
medium" desired is more the rule than the 
exception.

Silver ornaments seem to be if anything, 
mere fashionable than ever this winter. Italian 
filigree sets are designed with such exquisite 
carvings as to closely resemble lace work, while 
the clasps for cloaks or belts are shown in an-

upy much more time it not at once 
While some of these careless work-


