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Methodism and the Ecumenical Council
BY REV. HUGH JOHNSTON, MA., D.D.
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istoral office with the class leaders, 

e first Methodist preachers In England 
were university men. Wesley, In flame
like zeal, became the great Itinerant and 

ssed this great characteristic for 
the Church. W 
pace with the work, 

an order of lay helpers and 
ild, Nelson, Wather, Oliver, C 
Webb and others were ca 

preachers.” They 
Hty not Ignorant In the one thing they pro- 
the fessed to know, and Wesley said, " I 

here Is not one of them that is not 
i to go through such an examination 

in substantial, practical, experimental 
divinity as few of our candidates for 
holy orders, even in the university, are 
able to do.”

In England there are ten local preach
ers for every ordained Wesleyan minis
ter, and out of the 20,000 or more ser
mons preached to- lay, 1,600 will be 
local preachers. Oh, that we were using 

effectively this arm of power in the

we may learn from 
im Is how to capture 

problem of the day Is 
ntres of population, to 

submerged and the fallen, 
clal reforms may be at-

(NOTHJ—It was my privilege to listen to Methodism or disparage other branches 
an eloquent sermon on the above subject, on 0f the Christian Church, but for the In-
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now of Baltimore, Md. The following is a what practical end will be served by all time upon
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and some of the lessons it should teach all reeling force? Such a gathering should Max fie 
"S^w'hVA ÏS SSiUSrï&Sb *Si be a benediction to the whole continent tajn 
20-H, and In the earlier part of his dis- to the entire world. It will help us to 
course he showed how clearly the apostles look at the Church in
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the Early Church, and then of the decline Uness of her membership, the largeness

and
led.) schools, her hospitals and orphanages.

And then we can realize the enormous
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^T^HERE is an amusing parallel be
tween the development of the 

* Apostolic Church as foi nd in 
Acts and the Epistles and that of Me- Ch 
thodlsm. In the five years from 1739 
to 1744, there was evolved by the agency 
of the Divine Spirit all the essential fea
tures of a church, when it became ltin- 
eran, evangelistic, definite in doctrinal 
belief, and when the clase-meetlng made 
fellowship Its distinctive note. Newman,
In his Grammar of Assent, calls religion 
n system, a rite, a creed, a philosophy, a 
rule of duty. Methodism makes It a 
life, nay. a partnership in the highest 
form of life, the very life

During these 1 70 years there 
no change of principles, and i 
week you are to welcome to 
city the representatives of world- 
Methodlsm.

The first Ecumenical Conference was 
held In l«ondon in 1881, the second In 
Washington In 1891, the third again In 
Ixmdon In 1901, and the fourth is to be 
held In the Metropolitan Church, To
ronto, In October, 1911.

Other evangelical churches will give 
the Conference no grudging or doubtful, 
hut a cordial welcome. It will not be 
as Wesley was at first received with the 
couplet—

" Master Wesle 
To try to pu

ert over the 
only faithful to 

ring in abiding 
at Head of His

tlngulshed ministers 
they will have much

Influence we mi 
of mankind If w 
mission and IIvl union with 

Church, 
learn from 

and lay- 
to learn

by
Ingrlst, the gre 

You will hi 
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men, and 
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ave mu

Church.

Old 
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Another thi 
-world Methoi 
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B how to save ce 
reach the i 
For. while so 
tempted In varl 
that can recreate soc 
tom upwards Is 
missions of I 
Ingham, 
head the bes 
Church, and 
land of to-d 
evangelists d 

nturles ago. 
learn, for. whl 
up the new 
learned to ca 
them centres of eva 

Ü. We shall learn 
odist world Is a uni 
world-wide evang 
has a world vision both in 
slonary 
obligations.
Council it 
resources In men 
on a united mlssi

ays, the only power 
piety from the bot- 

Chrlstianlty. The gr< 
Manchester, Birm- 

•ntres have at 
t equipped
they are doing for th 
ay what Wesley and 
id for the England of two 

We have this secret 
le we know how to follow 

populations, we have not 
pture the cities and make 

ngelistic triumphs.
, too, that the Meth- 

t in the

has been

this 
wide

«on don. 
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work of 
elizatlon. The Church

regard to mts- 
and missionary 
this Ecumenical

lty
in

opportun 
Andsey's come to town,

11 the churches down;”

8, believing 
will be ad-

wlll be able to measure Its
kecans, and ta 

onary action such as 
the world has never known.

Here Is to be found that moral equip
ment for war which Prof. James felt was 
needed by the race. Foreign missionary 

rk, with its passion for adventure, its 
heroism and high romance, will be well 
to the front, at this Conference, and 
slonary leaders from every land ben 

skies will help to make up 
terestlng personnel of this great

hut with a thrill of gladnes 
that the Kingdom of 
valued by this great gathering.

You will receive them not only with 
a gracious hospitality but with prayerful 
solicitude for the outcome of this family

SUITS "HAT the council will teach
the continents of earth and all the is
lands of the seas, for the Methodist, 
like the Briton, can speak of 
" Our flag on every 

nd morning's d 
world.”
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1. You will value more than ever the the 

Ileal doctrines of Methodism, 
are the doctrines that send out 

onarles, Inspire martyrs, regener
ate slums, vitalize the living and comfort 
the dying.

In this diversified family will appear What are they? A divine redemption, 
white and black, yellow and brown, a realized pardon, the witness to adop-
They will come from the British Isles tlon and sonshlp, the blessing of perfect
and the Isles of Japan; from the Cape love. These are the superlative ele-
of flood Hope and the northern capes; ments of divine truth; and the great !• It will have something to learn as
from France and from FIJI; from the and successful preachers of Methodism to the conditions of Church membership
flanges and the Tiber to the rolling everywhere, instead of dwelling on so- and the forms of Christian fellowship..
waters of the Columbia and the Fraser; clal and political questions, confine The parent body, the English Wesleyan
from the cotton fields of Alabama to the themselves to these central and spiritual Church, has had a vague and indefinite
wheat fields of Alherta; from the Golden themes. basis of membership. There has been a
Horn to the Golden Gate; from the pral- 2. You will appreciate more the value disposition to make class attendance a
rles of the Middle States and the pampas of higher Christian education. Method- test of membership, and since compul- 
of South America ; from the lands of ism was born In a university; Wesley sory attendance was found impossible, 
Luther and Melancthon, of Calvin and was a founder of schools, and to-day to substitute the class book for the class 
Knox to the land of Evangeline; from Methodist colleges girdle the globe. meeting. The resolutions of Dr. David- 
Farther India and where the breezes 3. You will be Impressed with the son, adopted at the last Conference, have 
blow soft o'er Ceylon's Isle to the island value of the lay agency. Wesley was the ended a long controversy and brought 
continent of Australia lying under the discoverer of the possibilities of the harmony in upholding the class meet- 
Bnuthern Cross. All, all will be wel- laity. The two great pledges of the non- logs by every means short of requiring 
corned to your pulpits and altars, to sacradotal character of Methodism are regular attendance as an essential con- 
your homes and your hearts. that its ministers share the preaching dltlon of membership. We have attach-

They will meet together, not to glorify office with the local preachers and the ed importance to all the means of grace,
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isslheight unfurled, 
rum beat round the mA WHAT THE COUNCIL MAY LEARN 

FROM US.

But the Council will also 
much to learn from Canadian M

a realized 
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the globe. 

Impressed wit 
ncy. Wesl

1J


