
THE CHURCH WHICH 18 OUR 
MOTHER.

(“Iliberuicus," in Beliost Wit new.)
The title Jim liven suggested by a Wliit- 

Sutiilay Reunion bermou. pleached by tlie 
Rev. Alexander Whyte, U.U., oi Ivlin- 
burgh, ami publmhed in The British 
Weekly. In this sermon the lollnuing 
paragraph occurs: —
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The principal event of that c|micIi was 
the meeting of the lirst General Council 
at Xicea, in 
wuV not a voluntary a-sciubly of bishops 
to draw up a summary of the fundament­
al doctrine- of the Christian faith. It 
was necessitated by the rise and spread of 
the Ariaii heresy, 
moiled by the Emperor, 
vd by .'118 bishop*. It 
proof of the Vpiritual

Arians and the Euecbiau Moderates

Asia Minor, in .125 A.D. It

The Council was sum- 
and was attend­
is a melancholy 

decadence which had 
early set in that at this Council the

in a majority and it was only through the 
eloquence of Athanasius, a native of Alex 
andria.
that Orthodoxy prevailed, and the con­
demnation of the Arlan heresy was secur­
ed. Within ten yeaib the judgment was 

Ariiis was restored to favor, 
The sub-

ia. and the influence of the Emperor

reversed.
and Athanasius was banished.
sequent history of this 
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ence. during which the Emperors more 
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and more asserted their 
Greek Church 
of torpor 
condition until it was linally crushed on 
the capture of Constantinople by the 
Turks in 1453 A.D.
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beginning of the fourth 
tury. here is the verdict of Mr. Lucky 
hie "History of European Morals’’: —
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Church the moral elevation was extreme 
ly high- In the century before Constan 
tine, u marked depression was already 
manifest. The two centuries after Con 
Liant ine are uniformly represented by the 
Fathers a* a period of general and scan 
dalotH vice."

This is the t hurch which, according to 
Dr. Whyte, is our spiritual Mother!

A* regards doctrine, the Greek Church 
accepts a» its rule of laitii not only the 
Holy Script tires , but tradition us embod­
ied in the decisions ' of the lirst seven 
Ecumenical Councils. It recognizes seven 
sacraments. It believes m penunve, a 
sort of purgatory, ami prayers for the 
dead. As icgard* the Lord's Supper, it 
lieliives in the Beal Presence. Transuh-

PROTESTANTISM IN FRANCE.

What of Protestantwin iu Lvvatholmuvd 
Frame? Thw interesting question is 
treated by a French iorrc*|iuii lent of the 
New X ork I ime«. in a recent letter, in 
terms following:

Since Piux X. ho#» tormally at 
gorically declined to accept the 
Worship
low the ( hurch there to Ik* tempora ly <*r- 
gaui/cd in ucordam-e with the Dm «!. h- 
li*limeiit act. it may lie interesting to 
inquire into the situation of French 
Protc-tntiU. who rvpi 
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Some ot the most prominent men today 
in Frame are Protestants. For example. 
Ferdinand Dawson, Felix Pecan t. ami 
Gabriel Mound—and curious it is that 
these men were once Mmwter* in the 
I'm!estant ( 'hurch of France, who have 
now been driven out lieeauwe of their 
poseil here*)’, 
waged bet ween the Clerical* orCnriatori.il 
Catholics and the liberal Catholic* of 
the vhureh of Home, mi in the Protestant 
Church of France one party cling* to 
orthodoxy ami the theology, while the 
other prcuelio* Protestantism in it* widest 
application.

Prior to the Di*v*tablwhmeiit act any 
sect whii li numbered UNMNN) idle rent* 
wi* entitled to a grant from the French 
Government. Tliiw in lifts Roman Cutho- 
li<- :v iirship received 4O.3Bl.0lQ francs and 
Protestant worship 1.511.500 franc*. Now 

'liurvli. like the Homan 
Catholic Church, having no further 
claim on tlie State, must find its own ré­
sonnes. Hie more rniwervative Protest - 
antism inelmle* some of tlie most respect­
able and wealthy iivmcnt* of French 
wwiety. They will undoubtedly help the 
orthodox Protestant*. But it is fean-d by 
the newer and more indv|wiidt ut worker* 
of the <'hurch that for this v 
the old-fashioned and coldly 
lion will obtain the iq 
of the financial neetw

The theological Faculty of Paris, which 
form* |iai't of the Sorlfonnc and has hither­
to bvii supported by a State grant, ie 
noted for the width of its teaching. The 
young men who leave it* walls for 
try in the Protestant ehurehea of Frame 
proaeli what one might call the now 
gospel of humanity as opposed to dogiua- 
ti*iu. Here. then, ie the difficulty id the 
wit nation: The 
continue. niu»t make appi 

congregation*; it

Apart from the Church in Greece and 
a diaspora scattered throughout the world, 
the Greek Church ha* but one child, the 
ltu*»ian Church. Russia was won over to 
the Greek faith in 1188 A D., when a fis- 
1er of the Emperor Basil married Prince 
Vladimir. For 000 years the Greek 
Church ha* had that country and its peo­
ple in the hollow of its hand, unchal­
lenged and unopposed. As to its right 
to be regarded in any sense afe u Mother 
to any country or any people, let the 
in*-i al, social, and spiritual condition of 
•liât unhappy country at this moment tes­
tify.

•Iu*t im the contest i*

In no real sense can it Ik* via lined for 
the Greek (Tillich th.it it i* the Mother 
of the Church of Home, 
of the Imperial throne from Rome to Con-

The removal
the Protestant (

stuntinople opened the door for the Bwliop 
of Rome to assert lmnsvlf. which lie forth­
with began to do with all the vigor of 
unrestruim-d pricVtly ambition. Assum­
ing the mam Ip ot emperor and priest with­
in fifty years, he began to put forth those 
claim* to universal supremacy which 
have si live been revcrberuUng throughout 
the world, lint of which tlie world seems 
to be at last

reason

r hand by rea*on 
* of the houv.

formal.. 'Uing very weary. These 
claims soon led to the great separation 
between the East and the West, in regard 
to which no sign of reconciliation is ap­
parent.

II im

1 was under the impression that, after 
all the horrors ami cruelties and abomin­
ation* of the IXivk Ages it was by re­
luming to the New Testament, to the life 
and teaching* of our Lord, and to the 
Apostolic Church which lie founded, our 
Reformation fathers entered upon a new 
religious existence, secured a safe and se­
cure foundation for our Creeds, Confes­
sions. and Catechisms, for our publie wor- 

uur Christian character, and our 
lian civilization, and everything, in­

deed, that is essential to our salvatiou.
We are surpiiVed at Dr. Whyte. He 

see in* to liave eouie 
spell of Professor 
strongly advise him to extricate himself 
as soon a1» possible. Xu good can couic 
out of the like of this.

Pari* school, in order to 
ival to the wealth 

, must establish 
some wort of endowment. Exactly the 
people who van help are the most con­
servative, having little sympathy with the 
modern trend of thought. They have 
wtabMied in Die south, a college where 
the stricter theology i* taught, but, as 
it has been laughingly put by a Liberal 
Protestant: "Books have wings; they
have flown to this hiding place ot ortho­
doxy. and a* a consequence have disturlied 
the religious conception* of the profw- 
•ora.”

of the
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powerfully under Die 
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We Christian» have a spiritual Mother. 
It is The Church; tliat Church to which 
our Lord referred when, stretching 
His hand* towards llis disciples, He said, 

(Matt. xii. 49);"Behold, My Mother" 
to which the Apostle Paul referred when 
lie said, “The Jerusalem tliat is above is 
free, which is our Mother” (Galatian* iv. 
2(1 R.V.). It is the Church of the New 
Testament, that Holy Catholic or univer­
sal Church, which i* tlie Bride of Christ, 
the whole com|iuny of the Redeemed in 
Heaven and on earth. It deserve*, a* 
the earthly rep 
Father, all the

Still, the Orthodox and Liberal Church­
men express great hope ami confidence. 
People having to pay for their religion 
will take greater interest in it than be­
fore. “I do not say that France will be­
come Catholic.*' observed one minister, 
whose reputation a* a preacher is world 
wide, “but I do say that we shall see 
a remarkable renaissance in the Catholic 
a* in Dm Protestant Churches. I have 
myself noticed a great movement going 

for tlie last live ami twenty 
will increase and accentuate.

ainst eelihae 
of naints. i

Such men will

resent,itive of the Great 
love and veneration due 

With it. and with it alone.
"Plead with

to a Mother.
is the future of the world, 
your Mother, plead!"' is an np 
Never* just as appropriate today as it was 
on the day it wi.V uttered well-nigh three 
thousand year* ago, if the Divine ideals for 
humanity are to be ever realized.

Many of
|ieal do la­ the priests rebel ag 

against the worship o 
St. Antoine of Padua, 
now form indejiendent churches, 
gelical in tone, though preserving the 
Catholic ritual. Believe me. we are on 
the eve of a great religious movement in 
France.”

The straight and narrow way ia always
an up-grade.
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