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Ministers and Churches.

Our Toronto Letter.

The days of the camvasser for vetes are upon
us, and his cards are thrust into our hands, or
stare at us from the shop windows, or are drop-
ped in at our doves.  For the most part the de-

sion of whom we shall vote for is made upon

the lesser of two evils. Our best men do not en
ter the fiekl of municipal politics. This year
thore are signs of better things. A\mong those
offering  themselves tor the vote of th

there are one or two names that command  re-
sped Every honest man should give these a
vote, it only to mark his appreci
trance into pub

tion of the en-

lite of some reprosentatives of

the good citizen

In many of the <hurches the special communion
on the opening Sabbath of the year will be again
observed this year. 1t marked the opening of
the Century last y
there isa prospect that it shall be continued, and
that it may Yot become a permanent custon,

ar, and was so helpful thit

It differs trom the usual communion observance
in that it is less formal., There are not the cuss
tomary cards, nor the usual classes preceeding
i, The service itsell is simpler, being more like
the observance of the Lord's Supper atter the
usual daily service. Perbips in time this special
observance would lose its effect, and it will be
well to drop ity but meantime it has been found
helpful,

Many congregations have been thinking  of
their fellows who have been runate, and
have shared their abundance with their neigh-
bors, In spite of this there hia been miany
soor who have sutfered from hunger and neglect
during these wecks of feasting and g will
There are those, and we like them for it, who
keep a sniling face to the world even though
the heart is sore, and the body famished. There

is something about much of our generosity thist
makes it hard for selferespecting men and women
to aceept it Wi not mean 1o patronize, but
it is one of the most difficalt things on carth 0
do a kind deed belptuliy,

Special services have been going on in the
Parkdale Church for the past torinight, and the
attendance and interest has been all that cov
be desired, reoare not wanting evidences
that the good sced sown has in many instances
found good soil, and is already springing up.

That it does not yet bear fruit will not troable
the wise pastor, who is alarmed when those who
did not know Christ yesterday, demand a place
in His vineyvard 1oday,  He waited thirty vears
before He began His hfe-work, It would be
well, somctimes, it there were not such an in-

tense desire to do something 1o show our earo-
estness.  In good time the fire within us will
burn, and then it will be impossible for us to re-
frain from action.  But all this has nothing to do
with the services in the Parkdale Church special-
ly only that here, as elsewhere, the usual condi-
tions are likely 1o follow a season of religious
awakening,

The presbyterial visitation planned for the
Toronto Presbytery has begun, Early last week
three of the Toronto congregations were visited,
— Bonar, Fern Ave., and Chadmer's Church,
The aim has been to encourage and to awaken
to higher and more effective effort, . Investiga-
tion and the exercise of discipline is the strange
work of the committee, who come in the spirit of
helpers, and counscllors.  That there will he
good results from such visits is assured, that
there may be unpleasant results is just possible,
but the chances are very remote.  Certainly
there have been none in the cases mentioned,
One of those who formed the deputation remarks
ed that he had learned something, at least, and
would be the better tor having taken lus share
in this work. )

The fine church at Georgetown, rebuilt after
the fire, was ently reopened.  The spirit
shewn has been admirable, and muost greatly
encourage the heart of the minister, Rev, Lous
Perrin.  The church as it now appears is very
much what it was before, but improvements

i been made in certain directions.  Here and
at Milton the chuiches in which the people wor-
ship are creditable to the towns, and will serve
the purposes of the congregation in cach for
some gene ations 1o come,

In one of the city congrey
are becoming restive because the minister s
pressing the claims of mission work upon them
so constantly,  That they take the trouble o
find fault with him and that they do it pretty
vigorously is a good sicn oo often the
people pay no attention to what their minister

tions the members
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says. When they do it indicates that they
admit to some extent, the justness of what he
sy s, and that they are not prepared to meet the
Cemonds be would make upon them. It is a
healthy sign to hear grumbling some time.

The' Sunday evening sermons in Old St
Andrew’s, Toronto, are as full of interest as
ever, Yet they are not great oratorical displays,
They are filled with material for thought, and
the cager faces that fook out from the pews are
not the faces of those who have come to be en-
tertained, bat the intent faces of young men and
women who listen to a message.  The inspira-
tion of such an audience is great, and the nan
who can rise to it knows something ot the joy of
the true preacher, Dr. Milligan puts all - his
strength into these sermons, and his strength is
that of the matured man.  From such a course
of study there will certainly come clearer thought,
and higher aim

ALA Laing, B. A, preached  his fare-
weil sermon in the Morpeth Church on the 15th
inst.

Reve H. N. Manning, of St. Paul's chnreh,
Brampton, preached the  annual - missionary
sermons at Ashgrove on the 15th,

The anniversary services in connection with
the Coldwater Presbyterian church, will be held
on Sunday, December 29the  The Rev. J. MceD.
Duncan, B B. D., of Woodyille, will preach
at both services, and address the Sabbath School
at 3p.oo

On Sunday, Dee. 20th, anniversary services
will be held in the Bradford c¢hurch.  The Rev.
Alired  Gandier, B D., of St. James' Square
church, Toronto, will preach,  On the Monday
evening following at a soc gathering, Mr,
Gandier will lecture on “The Land of William
1

I'he Barrie Examiner in speaking of the new
church at Allandale says: The new place of
worship, as it stands complete, is a very hand-
some specimen of Norman architecture. — Even
a casual observer is impressed with the many
features that give it an interest unusual to build-
ings of its si '

At the meeting of the Canadian Temperance
League held in Massey Hall, Toronto, Rev. Dr
Jolinson, of St. Andrew’s chur h, London, was
the principal speaker.  He spoke very strongly
on the subject of prohibition, and made an elo-
quent appeal that Canada should show  the way
in this as in other reforms,

On the 15th inst. the anniversary services of
the Avonton church were held ; Rev. A, Drumm
a tormer pastor of the churchy preached both
morning and evening.  On Monday a supper
wis given by the ladies, and a social evening
wis spent.  The pastor was chairman, and Rev
M.S. Leitch, of Stratford, also spoke.

The 23rd annual sale of the senior and junior
mission bands of MacNab street church, Har
ton, was held on the 1oth inst. and was, as vsual
a most successful aftair, It was beld in the Sun-
day School room, and the several tables were
prettily arranged with the many dainty and use-
ful thing the young ladies had made during the
year,  The proceeds will go to the Foreign Mis-
sion Fund,

On the evening of the 18th inst. the choir of
St. Paul's church, Hamilton, gave a splendid
production of Handel's *“Messiah”, the first time
that an unaugumented church choir has ever
produced this most exac ting musical composition,
for every singer that took part was a bona fide
member of the cho Dr. Harris presided at
the organ, and considering that the singers had
only the organ to lead them, for there was no
one conducting, the choruses were sung with
wonderful precision and spirit,

Rev. Dr. Johnston, of St. Andrew’s Church,
London, delivered his well known  lecture on
cottish Heroes' to a very large andience at
Cook's Church, Toronto, on Tuesday evening.
Hon, G. W. Ross presided, and introduced the
lecturer in eunlogistic terms,  Dr. Johaston, in
responding, referred to the efficient service that
Premier Ross had done his country in the past
and predicted that in the not-distant future the
people of the province would follow his masterly
leadership into measures of still greater pro-
wress. D, Johnston's lecture was well received,
and the mover of the vote of thanks, which
followed, ferred to it as the most  brillia
lecture that a Toronto audience had enjoyed in
yuars

Bruce Presbyterv has granted permission for
the erection of a place of worship in the vicinity
of Cargill village ; and the North Brant congre-
gation allowed to sell the old manse propert;
and apply proceeds toward the providing a new
manse,

Next meeting of Bruce Presbytery will be
held at Pasley, on the second Tuesday of
March at 10.30 a. m.

Sacramental services were held in - Carmel
Presbytorian church on the 15th inst., when
quite
preparatory service, on Friday afternoon, was
conducted by Reve Mr. McLellan, who was re-
cently inducted to the charges of Kippen and
Hills Green. Mr. MeLennan delivered an able
and cloguent sermon, which was listened to with
very much interest and profit.  On Sabbath, the
communion was administered by the pastor at
the morniug sery the attendance being very
good. I the evening the usual Thanksgiving
service was held, when Rev. Mr. Cranston, who
was lately inducted as the Presbyterian minister
at Cromarty, preached, delivering in a fluent,
forcible and pleasing manner a most excellent
sermon suitable for the occasion,  The commun-
jon services were much enjoyed throughout, af-
fording, as they did, an opportunity for the con-
Wion 1o hear the two ministers who had so
recently been inducted and whose services were
so much appreciated.

A number united  with the chureh.  The

An important mecting of the Barrie Presby-
tery was held in the Allandale chureh on Tues-
day, the 17th, There was a large attendance,
Rev, Jas, Skene presiding.  Calls were sus-
tained - From Penctanguishene to D
Campbell, late of Erskine church, Ottawa
Coldwater to Mr, Mercer of Owen Sound, a re-
cont graduate of Knox College 3 from Brace-
bridge to Mr. Bremner also a recent graduate
of Knox College.  Penetanguishene has in-
creased its stipend $165 and is now self-sustain:
ing. . Dr. Swmith, of Bradford, declined the

call to Chinese Mission work in British Columbia
and Rev. O D, Campbell, of Stayner, tendered
his resignation,  The proposal to change the

> er

name of the Y. P S, €. E. to Westmi
Guild was deferred but the views expressed w
not favorabl The trustees of Shanty By
manse were given permission to raise by mort-
gage $200 for repairs.  Reve W. H. Ness late
of Truro Presbytery, but now of Stroud, was ad
ded o the voll.” A commission was appointed 1o
confer with a commission from Orangeville
Presbytery regarding re-arrangement of Angus,
New Lowell, Airlie, Avening, Blackbank, Sing-
hampton and Maple Valley with a view to lessen-
ing the aungmentation grants. The Allandale
ladies provided an excellent dinner.

The anniversary services in connection with
the Seaforth church were held on the 15th inst.
The day was intensely cold, and the roads not
being good, the weather was not favorable for
the oceasion.  But notwithstanding this draw-
back there were large  congreghtions both mor-
ning and evening,  The services were conduct-
ed by Rev. T. Eakin, pastor of St. Andrew’s
church, Guelph,  On Monday evening the an-
nual tea mecting was held.  The attendance
wits not quite so large as usual, owing, we pre-
sume, to the unfuvorable weather. — All present,
however, seemed to have a most enjoyable time,
The chair was taken by the pastor, Rev. F. H.
Larkin.  Brief addresses were delivered by Rev.
I. B. Wallwin, of the Methodist church ; Rev.
Rural Dean Hodyins, incumbent of St. Thomas'
church: Rev. Mr. Musgrove of McKillop, and
Rev. Mr. Shaw of Egmondville,  But the speech
of the evening was, of course, that delivered by
Rev, Mr, Eakin He took as his theme “The
Chureh and Militaryism, " and was given a hearty
vote of thanks for his very interesting lecture.
On the whole, these annual  services were,
throughout, very successful and satisfactory both
financially and otherwise.  The children of the
Sabbathi School were entertained by the ladies
on the following  afternoon, and attended in
large numbers and had a good time,

On the 15th inst,, Mr. Daniel, who taught for
ten years in the Presbyterian college, in - Oroo-
miah. Persia, and who has been pursuing  theo-
logical stndies in the United States and Canada
during the past four years, gave a very interest
ing address in Knox church, Perth. ‘or about
three quarters of an hour he held the close at-
tention of the congregation while he drew  strik-
ing and ing contrasts  between diti
i Persia and Canada. By his realistic com=

patisons he showed the immeasurable superior=
ity of Christian over Mohammedan and heatben
civilization.




