
HISTORICAL SKETCHES OF THB

April 17tb 1838.

My Rev. Fathers.

You must connider as the first ohject of your

Mission to withdraw from barbarity and I he

disorders which it produces, the Indians scat-

tered in that country.
Yourseciuid oiilet-t is, to tender your services

to tlie wicked Christians who have adopUni

there the vices of Indians, and live in licen-

tiousness and the forgetfulnessof their duties.

Persuaded that tlie preaching of the Gospel

is the surest means «>f obtaining these happy
results, you will lose no opportunity of incul-

cating its principles and maxims, either in

your private conversations or public instiuc-

tions.
.

...
In order to make yourselves sooner useful to

the natives of the country where you are sent,

vou will apply vourselves, as soon as you ai-

rive, to the study of the Indian languages, and

will endeavor to reduce them to regular prin-

ciples, so as to be able to publish a grammar
after some years of residence there.

You will prepare for baptism, with all pos-

sible expediticiu, the infidel women who live

ill concubinage with Christians, in oruer to

substitute lawful marriages for these irregular

ui'l'^ns.
. ^ , .,1. , ,

You will take a particular care of the Christ-

ian education of children, establishing for that

purpose, schools and catechism classes in all

the villages which you will have the occasion

to visit. ... .. . .

In all the places remarkable eillier lor then-

iiosition or the passage of the voyagers, or the

fathering of Indians, you will plant cnwses,

«o as to take possession of those various places

in the name of the Catholic religion. * * *

Given at Quelicc ou the 17th of April, 1838.

^ Joseph Sign AY,

Bishop of Qiiclec.

(published FEBRUARY 28th 1878.)

Journey of the Mie^ioNARiES from

Lachimb to Fort Vancouvkr.

t CCOMPANIED by chief trader Har-jrave,

\ Vicar General F. N. Blanchet embarked

hi one of the light bark canoes carrying the

express of ll\e Hudson Bay Company, leaving

Montreal on Thursday, May :3rd 1838, reach-

ing Fort Vancouver on the 24th of the follow-

ing November. The journey from La^Mne to

Red River (2,100 niili's) was' made in caii.-"'8,

with occasional portages, in thirty-three days.

The journey from Red River to the Rocky

Mountains (2,025 miles) occupied eighty-four

days, including detentions. The river route

was made in eleven light barges and the land

trip—occupying five day8—was made on horse-

back Horses were also used in making the

tedious trip across the Rocky Mountains, from

Jasper's House to Boat Encami)inent or Big

Bend on the Coluuibia river. This trip occu-

pied nine days, a band of seventy-two horses

being provided for the use of the company. It

took six days to make the ascent on the East-

i-rn slope, and three days to descend to the

plains on the Pacific side, but the missionaries

were well repaid for tlie toils they underwent

in the gramleur of the scenery that surrounded

thei.i at every step. The remainder of the

journey, from Big Bend to Fort Vancouver

(about 1.200 miles) was made in light boats

down the Columbia river.

Vicar General Blanchet, having passed 35

days at Red River, took his departure in com-

pany .vith Rev. Modeste Demerson July 10th,

slopping en route at Norway House and Forts

Constant, Cumberland, ('arleton, Pitt and Ed-

innudton on the Saskatchewan, and Fort As-

siniboine and Jasper's House on the Athabaska

river. During this journey the missionaries

baptized one hundred and twenty-two on the

Eastern slope aud fifty-three on the Western.

After passing the snmniit of the Rocky Moun-

tains the missionaries stopped at the House of

the L ' "S and Forts Colville, O'Kauagan, and

Walla Walla, at each of which immense

crowds of Indians afsembled in order to behold

the Black-gowns whose presence they so long

waited lor. During this long and tedious trip

the missionaries had the happiness of cele-

brating Mass and delivering an instruction

every Sunday, and ou every day at which they

sojourned at the Forts on their route. By this

means the consolations of our holy religion

were bestowed on many Catholics who for

years had been strangers to the presence of a

|iriest.
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