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the vfn^ wealth ni th« dp#p. For tlie priviloprf^ of comppting^
with .in thU single indnntry «ur entorprlHing iioifrhbors ao-
crosa tine border^ aro paying iinstimod million.s. And what In

yot better, w« have growing up In uur midst a riico of young
men, who aro <'qiially rinh in nil mental endowments; but their
talents, like the ii.i'ural wealth I hiivn just describwl, are yet in

a crude state, and consoquoii'tiv equally unavailing. Nee rude
0M posHit video ingenium. It is only when the material
retMurcos of our country are operated on by the cultivated
native mind, and developed by enlightened nativo enterpiise,

that we shall have made our tirst stop towards solid and per-
manent prosperity.

Apart from these reasons—an(^ they aro sulHiMently moment-
ous—there is another not less cogent to make the study of the

natural sciences now more than over imperative. No proph-
etic Saxby is needed to point to the oncoming tide of inlidelity,

which at present is gathering strength, silently approaching,
and, to all human appearance, throiitening to inundate the lair

field of science and letters. The educated children of the
church have at all times manifested intellectual activity in the
direction whence the danger was expected. They trai.ied

themselves to handle the weapons of the enemy dexterously.
Their mode of warfare has been aggressive. They remained
not inactive till the enemy had invaded, and profaned at his

approach, the sacred domain <i revealed truth. They carried
the war into Africa, met the foe on his own territory, and
fought him with his own weapons. In the early ages Justin
the Martyr and his compeers did not scruple to use the pnil-

osophy of Pagan Greece in defending, expounding, and proving
the truths of the Christian religion. Lanfranc, the first Arch-
bishop of Canterbury after the Norman conquest, disdaining to

shield himself behind tne protection ofan authority, which was
then omnipotent, in the controversy with Berenger, like an
expert, arhlets, met the enemy with weapons of his own
choosing, and for the first time in the history of polemics,
achieved a victory for a dogma of Faith by his smj" i a >• akill

in pure logic. The Commet.r.iry ot St. Thomas wva ', ••-^'-.x-

tated by the spurious Aristotelianisra which obtfaed in ine
twelfth century. The Angelic Doctor seized in his nervous
grasp the weapons which had hitherto been used against the
Church. He reburnished them. The philosophy of Greece
•as once and forever christianized in the crucible of his gigan-

l^i, • "^^^ ot. Mo lurking alloy of paganism was allowed to

tvSii:. :. Thj ^umma shared afler the sacred scriptures in the


