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It was hailed with joy liy the friends of

British Imperial unity in every land. It

was commended by Her Miijesty in her
Speech from the Throne in the Parliament
at Westminster. It was the subject of thou-

sands of articles of the most commendatory
character, in the British and colonial press.

Rudyard Kipling, the poet of the Empire,
was quick to feel the wave of sentiment tliat

passed over Great Britain, and within a few
hours from the announcement of the tariff,

he embalmed the subject in spirited lines

which will live in the history of Canada, and
whlcn, even if, as some have thought, they
may convey Inaccurate impressions as to the
coldness of our climate, will nevertheloss
tell to every reader that in 1897 the heart
of "Our Lady of the Snows" was full of

warmth and devotion to the interests of the
Empire. British statesmen, both publicly

and privately, expressed their satisfaction

with Canada's action. The Colonial Secre-
tary, the Right Hon. Mr. Chamberlain, in an
offlclal despatch to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General, which I shall place on the
Table—a despatch communicating the de-
cision of Her Majesty's Ministers respecting
the effect of the Belgian and German trea-

ties—used some words
perly quote here :

which I may pro-

j

" I deslrs," said Mr. Chamberlain, "to add. !a
I onnclusiuu. that the action of the Durainion Guv-
I ei-ninent and Parliament in this matter, although,

I

iinfort.iinalely, its full effact will be temporarily
I
postponed, has been warmly welcomed and appre-

!

cialed by Her Majesty's Government and the
j
people of this country, as a measure which can-
not fail to result in material benefit to the mother
count; y and to Canada, and to weld together still

more firmly the ties which now unite them."

Sir, the policy which Her Majesty's Gov-
ernment so warmly commenJed, was a po-
licy designed to establish preferentif^l trade
between Canada and the mother country.
To-day we submit a proposal which enlarges
the sphere of that preferential trade. To iliiy

we propose to Include within its benefits a
large group of British colonies, the affairs of

which are at this moment a cause of much
anxiety to Her Majesty's Government. Thus
step i)y stop the gaod worlc goe.s on. One
step remains to be taken, and I believe the
day Is not far distant when we shall be able
to take It—a step which will extend the
benefits of the prefe -ence, not only to Great
Britiain and the ci onies which we liave

now Included, but to eYery colony and pos-
session of the Empire.


