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luiiilitwiicrs, wertlthy aixl iiitclli^i'iit.

Vet Mr. Kllidtt saiil liiMlid not likctliL"

Kii<,f|isli imrty. rt'^fardiiifj it as " fully

as amliitious ot" iloiiiiiiatioii us tlic

Krciic'li party, niid |iii'|inri'(| to soi-k it

l)y inori' iiiis('iii|>iiioiJs means" Mi'

i'xpresHi'il tlu- opinion timt tlic Kniflisli

party would li.; tirst to cut adrift from
till' .Mother ooinitry. if sneli a stop lie-

caint' »'xpi'dient, as they were ' liy far

the lii'st disposed to sympathize with
RepnMiean principles, and most cap-
iilile of wielilin^' Hepnlilicaii in'-titu-

tioiis. Of the French i)arty, Mr. Kl-

liott says :— ' Tiic Quchoc leaders, I

Jiave learned. Hatter thcniselves that
they act from pi'iidence, hecause, as

they ari,'ue, while they are outnumber-
ed by the Montreal members, wIk^ are
miller Papineau's more inuiiediate in-

tlui'uce, it would be an unjustitiable

<listiirbaiice to insist on any but fund-
iimental differences of opinion. Others
aifain buy; themselves with the notion
that I'upiiieau is the instrument.
Heaven help their wits. He is in

truth their mastei-. Their natures
crave support, and the}- will always
.seek it in eharacters more vif^oroiis

than their own. I never saw any one
who .seemed better versed than the
Canadian Speaker in the arts and de-
meanor by which one man wields
dominion over the minds of many, and
he is daily becoiniuf^- more contirnied

in his sway.ius they are in tbeii' obeili-

<iiiee, Tlie truth is that Papineau,
with all his faults, is rather a tine fel-

low. I dare say we shall find him
perverse aiiil.susi)ieious, and that if he
ever quarrels with us he will be coarse-

ly abusive Still, the ^'ood ])ointH of

iiis character are not to be denied. He
seems to be irreiiroachable in his
private life; in .social intercourse he is

milil and ffentlenianlike, and if in pol-

itics he is too hot and unnu'asured in

his proceedings, I do not find that
reasonable men accuse him of beino-

dishonest. VVhitever else he be, it is

impossible to set eyes on him and not
perceive that he is by nature, as rnueli

as by the station he has now won for

him.self, the first of the l''rencli-Cana-

dian race."

I)etwei'n bS.SO and \K\1 a sub,servi-

eiit (^)uebec j,'rand ,jury found true
bills aeainst .lolin Neilson, a Scotch-
man, and Charles .Mondelet, a French-
Canadian lawyer, for .seditious writ-
ings. The accused were never tried,

and Mondelet afterwards l)ecaine a
judge of the Superior Court. It was
in l.s:{4 that i'apineau prepared his

!)2 resolutions setting forth the griev-
ances of his countrymen, and after
supporting them in the assembly he
went through the country urging the
people nevei- to cea.se agitating until

they were adopted. Dr. Tracey, and
Mr. Duvernay were imprisoned in
bS.'?2 for calling the legislative council
" a nui.sance." One legislative coun-
cillor charged the whole French-Can-
adian population with attem|)ting to
establish a ri'pul)lic. Militia officers

were d ism i.ssed for sympathizing with
I'apineau in his agitation. These oc-

currences served to irritate the people
greatly, but the as.sembly remained
firm, and Papineau always coon.selled

modei-ation. Dui'ing the four years
l.S.S2-:{() the assembly left the govern-
ment without supplies.

Lord (losford, who arrived and as-

sumed the governorship in bS,S5, open-
ed the .session of parliament in IH.'JO

with a speech which showed that no
attention had l)een paid to the public
grievances. This exasperated the
assembly. Twenty years of neglect,
prevarication and procrastination had
exhausted the public patience land tin-

assembly replied to the address,
di'clining to delil)erate until His
Majesty's government should com-
mence the work of justice and reform:
and stated that luitil grievances were
redressed no supplies woidd be voted,
(josford prorogued parliament at the
end of tliirteen days. A resolution
was introduced in the British House
of Commons by Lord John Russell,
authorizing Governor ( Josford to pay
u}> arrears of govri-nment expenses
with monev from the Lower Canadian

out till


