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baM our coal as much as possiWe, but it generally soon fell calm, and obliged

Captain Preedy reluctantly to get up steam agam. In consequence of these

continued delays and changes fitjm steam to sail, and froin sad to steam again,

much fuel was expended, find not more tlian eighty miles of disUnce made

^°**0^undS, the 25th, however, the weather changed, and for several davs

in succession there was an uninterrupted calm The moon was just at the

fall, and for several nights it shone with a brilhancy which turned the smooth ..

s^a into one silvery shSet, which brought out the dark hull and white sails of

the ship in stroni conti^st to the sea and sky, as the vessel lay all but mo-

tionlcs, on the -ster, the very impersonation of solitude and repose. Indeed,

until the rendezvous was gained, we had such a succession pf beautiful sun-

Ss gorgcouk sunsets, aM tranquil moonlight nighte, as 7";ld»iave excited

the iost enthusia^Mc admiration of any one1>ut persons situated a«J^ejere.

ButV us s^oh scenes' were regarded only as the annoying i°d)<»t>"n?;5 ^he

^m which delayed our progress and WMted our coal. In spi^ oj the u^u-

•^al calmness of the weather in general, there were days on which our for-

mer unpleasant experiences of the Atlantic were brought forcibly to our.

^llec&on-when it blew hard, and the sea ran suiSc ently high to reproduce

^a minor 5c^e some of the discomforls of which the previous cruue had

^enTo fruilfol. These days. hWer, were the exception, and not the rule,

See^^to show how mucii more pleasant was the inconvenient calm than

the weXr which had previously prevailed. By dint, however, of a judicious

^peTd !u^e of fuel, and'a liberalL\of the cheaper mot ve ^wer of sail «,e

rendezvous was reached on the evenmg of Wednesday, the 28^h of July, just

eleven days after our departure from Queenstown.
.
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The rest of the squadron were in sight at nightfall, but at such a wnsider^

able distance that it was past 'ten o'clock on the mormng of Thursdav, the

Sth.^fo^ the AgamemWi joined them. Wo were as usual greeted by a

SrfecUto^ of qu^tions as to what kept us so much behind our t.me.^and

Ced thaVaU had come to the conclusion that the ship must have got on

shJ™ on leaving Queenstown harbor. The Niagara, ,t appeared bad arrived

at the rendezvous on Friday night the 23d, the Valorous on Sunday the 25th,

and the Gonron on the afternoon of Tuesday the Zltb.
, . ^ ..

'The day w^ beautifully calm,'80 ito titae was to be lost befor« making^the

spliiTboYts were soon loweredfW the attendant ships, the two ve^ls made

Suv a hawser, amf the Niagara's end of the cable conveyed on board the

ASmemnon About half-pa^ twelve o'clock the splice was effectually m«ie,

buT^Uh materials very di&rent from carefully-rounded sertucircular boards

' whi.* had been used tb inclose the junctions on previous occasions. It con-

listed merely of two straight boards hauled over the joinmg, jritb the iron

rSVnd3eVplummet,atUedto the centre. In hoisting it out from the side

Ke shSbowever, the leaden sinker broke short off and fell over^ard and

?liereSn^ more' convenient weight at hand, a thirty-two pound shot was

foLtenS to Sie splice instead, and the whole apparatus was quickly dropped

Ste the sea, without any foraiality, and, indeed, almost without a spectator

for tb^ ^n board the ship had witnessed so many beginnings to^the teW

eraphteUne that it was evident they despaired of there ever being an end to it

^hfstipSated 210 fathoms of cable having been paid out to "Uow the spho.,

to Lk well below the surface, the signal to sfaui; was hoisted, tbo hawser o^
loo^ and the Niagara and Agamemnon started for the last time for their op-

^L'l^fituhre. hours tho ships proceeded veryslowly, P»^ o«t*

g«at quantity of slack, but after the expiraUon of thw time^heBDecd of the

====^^MeSnOT was uicreSsecHo abon^^fiva tost* p^ smv^
"S^Tlfii-r:^ ,7SS

ffit six without indicating more than a few hundred pounds of stram u^
£ (^.l^mometer Stlf after stx o'clock a very large whale was, se«i ap.

1
I

r

,i

•'i


