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I DBBM it unnecesi^ary to prove, that mankind
stood in n^ed of a revelation, because I ;have met
with no serious person who thinks that, even under

the Christian revelation, \vp have too much light, or

any degree of asyuance^ which is superfluous. I de-

sire, moreover, that in judging df Christianity, it

may M remembered, that the question lies between

this reli;|iOn and none : for if the Christian religion

be not credible, no one, with whom we have to dp^

will support the pretensions' of any pther^^,

Siqpjpose, then, the world we liye i£rto have had

It Creator; suppose it to appear, from the predominant

aim aiid tendency or the provislonfS and cttj^jtivances

observable in the universe^Jhat the Deity, when he

formed it, consulted for the happiness of his sensitive

creation ; suppose the d»p<Kiition which dictated this

counsel to continue; sid^poscirapart of the creation

to have received faciUtie^ from tlieir Maker, by which
they are c^[>able of rendering a moral obedience to

his will, and of voluntarily pursuing any end for

which he has designed them ; suppose the^Creator to

intend for these, his rational and accountable agents, -

a second state of existence, in which theif situation

will be regulated by their behaviour in the first, state,

by which stqpposition (and by no otherV the objection

to the divine government in not puttii^a di^ren^
betweenIhe gjwd and the bad, and the inconsistency

of this omfiision with the .care and benevolence di»-


