
out of one of the two languages, instead of

perfecting the system of education, is handi-

capping it. I will go further. It is a well

known principle of pedagogy that in order

to get the best results in a school it is not

sufficient to pour instruction into the mind
of a pupil. Some other things must be

done. The teacher must first ascertain the

adaptability of that child to receive instruc-

tion, and the adaptability of the child to

receive instruction is always found in fol-

lowing the law of nature, in following racial

inclinations. That principle has been laid

down by men of experience and of world-

wide fame. It is interesting to read a page
from the works of perhaps one of the

greatest philosophers of the world, and
surely one of the greatest philosophers of

the English nation—Herbert Spencer. I

do not think that Herljert Spencer could
be prejudiced by this school question. He
was dead long before thi- by-law was
passed. Here is what he says:

Thi' education of the child must acconl both
in mode and arrangement with the education of
mankind as considered historically ; or in other
wokI.-j. tlif :-;fiiesi.s of kiuiwlHlpe in tlif indi-

vidual must follow the saiBe cour.se as the
genesis of knowledge in the race. In support
of this doctrine two reasons may be assigned,
either of them sufficient to establish it. One is

deducible from the law of hereditary trans-
mission as considered in its wider consequences.
For if it be true that men exhibit likeness to
ancestry both In aspect and character.— if, pas-
sing from individual cases in which the traits
of many dead ancestors mixing with those of a
few living ones greatly ob.scure the law, we
turn to national types, and remark how the con-
trasts between them are persistent from age to
age—if we remember that these respective
types came from a common stock, and that
hence the present marked differences between
them must have arisen from the action of mo-
difying circumstances upon successive genera,
tions who severally transmitted the accumulated
efiects to their descendants—if we find the dif-
ferences to be now organic, so that the French
child grows into a French man even when
brought up among strangers—and if the general
fact thus illustrated is true of the whole na-
ture, intellect inclusive ; then it follows that if

there be an order in which the human race has
mastereil it.-* various kinds of litiowlcilirf. ilierc

wHl arise in every child an aptitude to ac(iuire
these kinds of knowledge in the same order.
So that even were the order Intrinsically indif-
ferent. It would facilitate (ducation to lead
the Individual mind through tlie steps traversed
by the general mind. But the order is not
intrinsically Indifferent; and hence the funda-
mental leason why education should be a repe-
tition of civilisation in little. It is alike

provable that the historical sequence wa.s, in

its main outlines, a necessary one ; and that the
causes which determined it a])i>ly to the child

as to the race.

At six o'clock House took recess.

The House resumed at eight o'clock.

Mr. LAMARCHE: Mr. Speaker, when
the House rose at six o'clock, I was try-

ing to demonstrate that any attempt to

abolish the French language, gradually

or otherwise, could not be justified on the

ground that the language itself is objec-

tionable; furthermore, that its ab'^lition

could not be urged because it is a political

obstacle in this country, and also that such

a I'filicy could not be invoked in the inter-

est of making the system of education more
pt.-fect. Is assimilation in the interest of

Inrrnony in any country in the wor'd and.

Hi particular, in this country? Interna-

tional law has no fixed code but we find its

principles in the different authors, in the

reports of different conferences, and in ihe

meetings of great men from different na-

tions who from time to time gather around
the same table and discuss dispassionately

the causes of international trouble and also

the means of preventing it. The last move-
ment in that respect emanates from The
Hague and it was inaugurated not before

but since the war began. I have received,

in my capacity of secretary of the Canadian
branch of the Inter-Parliamentary" I'nion,

several documents of great importance.

The last that I have received is a document
entitled:

Durable I'ea(i —Ollicial I'ommentiries on
the Minimum I'rogramme.

I believe some explanations are necessary

to indicate to this Ilou-e what the purpose
of this association is. Since the beginning

of the war. many peace articles have ap-

peared ill the pri'^-: an3 in the Parliaments
of belligerent nations, as well as in those

of neutral nations, talks about peace have
been heard. We have also read reports of

discuisioii.« as to what should be the treaty

of peace at the end of this war. The mem-
bers of this Association are representative

of most of the civilized nations of the

earth. 1 will tell you what nationalities

are rejiresented ofticially or otherwise, on
the International Board of this Association.

There are the •iiited States of America,

(iermany, Hu.-.-ia. Austria. Belgium, Brazil,

Canada, Denmark. Spain, France, Great

Britain, Greece, (iuatemala, Haiti, Hun-
iiary, Italy, Mexico, Norway, the Nether-

lands, I'ortugal. Hiiumania, Sweden, Switz-

erland. Turkey. Uruguay and Venezuela.

I am translating l)ecause this document is

written in French, that being the diplo-

matic language of the world. These people

got together and worked out what is callM
the "' Piograiniiie Minimum " containing

five different propositions, These people


