
6

unemployed grows ever greater, the competition 
for jobs ever fiercer, just as the displacement of 
human labor by the machine becomes more rapid. 
Under these circumstances can it be said that the 
outlook before the unions is anything but gloomy?

It will be seen that the non-success of the labor 
unions is due to perfectly natural causes which 
are inevitable consequences of the wage system 
of production. To the employer, selling his com
modities in competition with others, it is essential 
that these be produced as economically as pos
sible. The incentive to cutting or keeping down 
wages, to replace hand labor with machine labor, 
to increase his capital and enlarge his plant is ir
resistible. He must do these things or be driven 
from the field of production by his rivals. The 
contraction of world markets as nation after 
nation reaches the stage of modern production; 
the growth of unemployment and its consequent 
sharpening of the competition for employment; 
the steady and irresistible rise in prices; all these 
are the unavoidable and natural consequences of 
the wage system, due to economic laws inherent in 
that system. The efforts of the unions are being 
therefore, directed not only against effects, but 
against effects which are absolutely inevitable. 
What measure of success can be expected?

Knowing these things, the Socialist can see the


