
The Fruit Belt of Ontario.

"
'I'lii' i»Miilciis Mini till' oirliMnIs ')f CaDiula witp justly

ii|)ute(i to 1m' the liest in the wniM. 'I'licre wen' soiiii' ilis-

advanlaL'is of cliiitntip coiKlilioiiii as loiiipaicd witli tlip

I'niti'il Slate-. Imt tliciT uitp nl-o <'!iiniitii- ailvaiitai'is.

'I'iic Caiiafliaii ilimato prodiicnl applr-. [M-aclii's and lon-

inforior to none in the wnrhl, and wliirli had first jjlnce on
the tahh's of wealth and liiviirv in New \'ork. Ijoiidon and
"tlior world eentres." This will seem ineredihle to the

Mritish people, who have i)eon so much aeeiiatomeil to think

of f'anada as " Our l.adv of tlie Snow?." Bnt the state-

ment comes from one whose position is so hish and res[ton-

sihlo that he cannot venture to he anything: hut delilierate,

namely, the Premier of Panada.

The Dominion is a land of many climates, ns miirht he

expected where the area is three and a half million square

miles, or ahout equal to that of Europi'.

The Province of Ontario alone is TS,000 square ''"s

larger than the British Isles, and here, of course, thousrh

to a less dep^ee than in the rest of Canada, there are more

climates than one. Its most southern part, on the shore of

Lake Erie, is in the same latitude as Northern California,

Southern France, and TJome in Itfily. It need not there-

fore he ineredihle that Southern Ontario should grow

peaches, jp-apes and tohacco. England, even in its warmest

-i'Hi.s. .aniiot irrmv piMthis, lAcept in a i.'reenli.>use, or

:iL,Milisl a \Mill Willi the U'st exposure to the sun l!ut iti

Ontario .'^ ith lli.-y irrnw ainindaiilly in the open air, and

a market may Im' -I'cti in the stnison h heii' hmi.lri'iU of

wagons are laden with this delicious fruit, an'l the .nir is

tilled with its frairrance. In this favored I'tovinie there

are wide stretches of [>each onhanU and l" ip'' siii'^vards

extendinj; over tniles.

The fruit licit of Ontario extends from east to we^t for

a distance of nver |i*i> miles, and from north to south for

50 to I'lO miles. Here is the home of the kiii^' of fniits.

the apple, in many varieties; and here also are pears.

quiniH's, plums, cherries, sfrawherries and other srnni'

fr.-.its in abundance. But the tenderer fniit-^. such as the

p< ach, are otilv |)rodiii'ed to p»'rfertion in Ontario South.

Much as h the production of fruit in Ontario, the de-

mand in the Dominion and ahmad is irreater than the aup
ply, and that demand is increasing with the 'cttlement of

Northern Ontario and the N'orth-West.

Besides the sale of fresh fniit, an amazing quantity is

tinned at innumerable Canadian canneries, especially in

the orchard sections of the Province, for distribution

throughout Canada and for shipment to the "ritish Ibit«

and elsewhere.
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