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muttered morosely. " Let thc-ali—liar die ! Ho uceusod
uur daoguter t

"

" Of what ? " Stewart cried, peevish with the strain of
the moment " You said that before ! What did he accuse
her of ?

"

But M. de Grandemaison went or talking to himself
" Our daughter unchaste I Our daughter !

"

" Great heavens above, what on eurth are you saying !
"

cried Stewart, jumping up and letting the heavy heud
bump down.

"It is his excuse," M. de Grandemaison muttered.
" Not to marry her. ... He is afraid, he is a coward !

"

" Not to marry her ? " Dick Stewart cried. " Because
she. . . . Was that what he said ? No wonder you did for
him, sir, I'd have done it myself I . . . Sir, will you let me
marry her ? I love her, I came to France to And her 1 . . .

Sir, if she will have me, will you give her to me ?
"

But M. de Grandemaison's vacant look showed that he
did not hear, or at anv rate did not heed. And just then
came the roll and swish of wheels anew ; the ciir piiuscd a
moment outside, and then went rumbling under the arch-
way. Into the workshop hurr.;id the Abbd, paler than ever
after his first glance at the dead man on the floor.

The Abbe turn his eyes on Sttwart questioningly, and
Stewart's eyes looked hopelessness at him. Suddeily and
terribly thia thing had happened, with the awful abrupt-
ness Avhich characterizes that double catastrophe, an un-
expected and violent deat i. Terribly and suddenly this
thing had befallen, crashing down on Stewart's gladness
in arrival, and crushing the result of all his euergv-.c
work. For how could the bargain as to quietude and lack
of notoriety by the people of the chateau be kept now ? It
would be l»d enough, it would be shameful enough, it would
be daunting and depressing enough that the man one
wanted to make one's father-in-law should have done
murder, but who on earth could lightly bear to have as
father-in-law one who, as Mr. Shott would put it, was
" doing time " ? Stewart knew that M. de Grandemaison
fciood in no danger of the guillotine, for the guillotine has
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