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ýLabor's reaction
Labor has been organizing throughout the summer

înd faI in preparation for a massive demonstration Oct.
r4 against the federal government's anti-inflation
,rogram. Through interviews and statements made at
abor meetings, labor's reasons for staging the protest
mnd their feelings towards the government's con troise
programs become apparent.

by Tom Baker ~

David LeadbeterAlderman for city of Edmonton
"The current strike of CUPE

52 is an exampie of the effect of
the wage contrai programn on
collective bargaining. The city
refuses ta bargain in gaad faith,

Warren Carrigata
Publicity director of Albe rta
Federa t/on of Labour's Day of
Protest. Editor of AFL newspé pe:
Alberta Labour.

It is important ta march on
Oct. 14 or if yau are unabie ta get
off work, ta at least danate a day's
pay ta the Day of Protest fund.
Masses of people in the streets
will be a graphic illustration of the
seniousness of Canadian opposi-
tion ta the contrais.

'Students have an obviaus
interest in jaining the actions.
The unemplayment an'i in-
creased tuitian fees you now face
and the wage contrais you will
face in the summer and upon
graduation are resuits of govern-
ment attacks. Students, of

John Macînnis
Member of Prov. Exec. of NDP.
Former exec. assistant ta Grant
Notley.

"The Anti-inflation Boards
direct assauit an aur standard of
living has encauraged a comman
cause af the NDP and the labour
movement. A successful Oct. 14
prtestwiil cause ioud maanings,
aIl the way from the board rooms
of Bay Street ta the front benches
of the Aberta legisiature.

"Same amazîng information
has been revealed by Ed.
Broadbent's Anti-illusion Board.
COrporate profits are soaring at
the same ti me as wages stagnate-
uinder the contrai pragram. For
example in the first six months of
this year, CalgaryPower enjayed
a 330/0 profit increase, Aberta
Trunk Li ne 55%, and Carmen
Develapers 0f Calgary 300% over
the same Deriod last year.

hiding instead behind the AIB
regulations. The Edmon ton Jour-
nal, which isn't particulariy
known for its interest in trutil, has
tried ta turn the public against
this legal strike.

"We are ail in favour of
ending inflation, but worker's
wages or in fact government
expenditures are nat the reai
cause of inflatian. It is no wander
that wage contrais and gavern-
ment cutbacks have not stapped
inflation. Corporate contrai of
the economy is the main cuiprit.
The prafiteering promoted by the
CMHC' and the provincial
government has increased
speculation and inflated housing
costs.

"*Oct. 14 is the begînning of
greater politicai invaivement of
trade unionists and ail warking
people."'

course, are also consumers and
can easily recognize the absence
of any price contrais. We hope
that students wiil organize
themseives against the wage
contrai pragram. 1 imagine this
wili includethe boycott of classes
and the formation of a student
contingent ln the march.

Gene Mitchell
Vice-president Albe rta Federa-
tion of Labour. Provincial
orga-nizer for Oct. 14 Day of
Protqst.

"Under the wage contrai
pragram, 2 million workers have
had their negotiated wages roiled
back and as of mid-August $156
million in wages has been saved
by the corporations. By the end
)f the year it is projected that 2.8
iillii people will lase $500
..illion in -wages. ..

"We are seriaus about
defeating, this legisiature; we
want it removed fram the books
immediateiy. Support for aur
pratest is growing every day -
bath fram withln and outside of
the labour movement. If everyone
wha is opposed ta Trudeaus
program is on the streets Oct. 14,
the protest wili be a big success."

Don Tapscott
Member of Parade Committee

for Oct. 14. Head Marshall of
march.

','I n. my -opinion, it has
became clear that these contrais
are a fraud: they were nat design-
ed ta stop inflation and contrai
rising prîces at ail.

"We are entering a periad in
which the standard of living of
warking people - the vast mfa-
jority in aur saciety - is being
seriously eroded as a resuit of the
gavernment assault.

"There are severai points
about the ontrois that should be
noted; they increase the wage
gap between men and wamen,
they make it illegai ta escape
poverty, and they are anti-
democratic. The nullify the
democratic right ta collective
bargaining.

"I feel that Oct. 14 wilI see
one of the most truly democratic
events in Canadian histary;
millions of working people stan-
ding upta asserttheir rights, their
dignity and their humanity
against an authoritarian and
arbitrary government that is
acting against the interests of the
majority of Canadians.

"Over the past year aur
numbers have been growing. On
March 22 we took a big step when
tens of thousands of warkers
demonstrated agaînst the legisia-
tion,. These actions had a great
impact on millions of people and
took aur fight ta a new stage. Oct.
14 is the next step. It will enable
everyone in the country ta act
together, ta gain confidence and
strength in unity."

aI U /

Lynda Little
Metra NDP coordinatar for Oct.
14. Non-union support coar-
dinatar for AFL Day of Protest,
Cammittee.

"For Oct. 14 to -be a reai
success, ail groups affected by
the gavernment's policies of
cutbacks in social service spen-
ding, must unite with the labour
movement an the streets. This
includes students, wamen's
graups, native associations, pen-
sianers, and welfare groups.

'Because of the positions
many student unions have taken
and for other reasons, the majori-
ty 'of students at this timne
probabiy do not support the Oct.
14 pratest. There needs ta be real
education around this. If
students understand the issues,
they wiil support the action. Oct.
14 is just the ýbeginning of this
process."

think there has been greater
redistribution of wealth by im-
piementation of controls?

MOMILLAN: No, 1 mean that
the peopie who wauld have been
hardest hit by severe unempioy-
ment wauid be lower-incame
groups, non-unionized labor, the
least powerfui people in the
country.

GATEWAY: And sa yau
think contrais have worked?

MOMiLLAN, Basically i have
no faith in permanent contrais
and very littie faith in temporary
controls. But the government
wanted to change people's ex-
pectations and it's abvious that
that had ta be done. A su rvey just
recentiy showed that something
around 60 per cent of peopie
surveyed thaught the wage and
price contrai had had some
effect. And 1 think the implication
there is that people's expec-
tatians have been modified
somewhat, so in that sense

Contrais have been gaad.

Canada went through the
Second Worid War with
reasonable success under con-
trois. Basicaliy the probiem with
contrais is a government is mot
capable of pricing decîsions in an
econamy and s0 they can't han-
die contrais on any more than a
temparary basis. Sa, Trudeau is
not being definite about the
period for contrais and 1 dan't

blame him. 1 hope the contrais
wan't go an much langer and
don't think they can be anything
but temparary. But aiready we've
seen modifications in prices and
wages, inflation is dawn and
emplayment is beginning ta
ciimb again. Trudeau is just
caught in the position where he
has ta do samething about infla-
tion yet can't afford ta make
definite statements and raise
peaple's expectation leveis
ctgain. t's a touchy situation.

No cabaret this week
Native Awareness Weeks
POW-WOW
will take its place.

October 16, 7 p.m. in Dinwoodie.

r i i i c',, K PIT 1 t d.

lu lionili'. Pooll


