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passengers, to be received by steamers waiting below
the dangerous spot to hurry them on to, Dawson. 'And
just ait this place an interesting business began. Enter-

Yukon River-The wreck of the Columbian during
ilie Fall of 1906.

pyrising mleni, seeing how dificult it was to carry -ood!s
oveurLand( around tht( rapids, lidi a wooden ta a
ilong the river l'or ablouit six miles, o\er wvhich cars werv

drw yhv re. So an opposition road boegan oni
thit otheri side of the river, anid keen wias the competi -
tion till thiat northerii pionieer, Norman MlacCauilaiy, fo)r
the sunii of sixtv thousand dollairs, gained fuil control.
For ai tiiie it wals a great bsnsand mtonley flowcd
ini like waiter, whivlh was spent in the most recklussý

ninnr.Bt, ailas, wbien tbe White Pass and Yukoii
llailwvay Companyti% stretchcd tbe steel bands fromn Skag-
wxay to Wbiteborse, below the rapids, the work of the
tramii wîîy was doncv. Only tht woodeni rails and abani-
doneud trulcks remain to tell of the glory that once w.ts
tiheirs.

*Tlhoughi the tramn way did a stirrinig buisiness, yet
all the freighit wais niot taken clowNn in this niiiaer. WeV
learui thiat in 1898 "seveni thousand steamelrs, scows,
boat., and canots ,vore Iined clown or runi throiigh the
raipids," with not more tlion thiirty- boats wrceand
the contents lost, onily thiree huindrvd boats more. or ls
d amnaged.

Dinig these years the romance of niavigattion was ini
revalitv ait the hiighes.-t. Trahlie was good, boats were
aibundantit, andi4 compelitition keen,. Those wert tht palmiy
dayvs of thtv couintry, anld mnoney waýs as froe as air. It
wais a strife etcnbig comtpanies for tht imastcry, and
the suvvlof the mnost powerluil ensuied. Smnall steami-
ers, wbih eru con.sidued inoat suiited to the river in
18qX, we-re SIumnn ont of date. and in thecir stead, large
anld finelvN Iiuilt c:raîts, with everyv accommodation, woni
thte good will of Il]. These p)rondi "Yiikoii fliers" openied

tia new crai of navigationi. Buti1 tht struiggle for the
mlastcry tontiniud kveen for toie Uie after these niew
boats matfc their appearanicu. Thtli miasters foughit with
bull-dog tenacity for the ownevrs theyc, rueIresetnted, and
nlo vcntuire %vas too great for thenii to und(er-take to beat
a competitor.

RACING STORIIES.

Ra[ciig %vas a comimoli occuirrencLe, and when two
stcameiu1. rail nckl to nieck for many miles tht scene
was imost e.xoitinig. Ani accounlt in tht B3enulett "u"of
1899g, describes tht race of two steamers bttween DaNv-
son and Whiiitehorst.

"Somne tueits," su rias the story, "thev were neek to
neuck for flft.v miles. (Ont grizzled veteran of the Yukon
got minch excittd, and said he'd give a whole sack fulil of
nuiggets ratiier than set tht boat he bad takeni passage
in lose tht race. lit kept shouting 'More steam ! More
steain!' At last he brought forth a sack of gold, with
whicli be speil to tht otigine roomn, when hie clapped it
oni top of the saifety valve, exclaiming, 'Thiere, d-n youi,
'l'Il se if anyv more of that steamn escapes.' He would
have burst tht boiler had not the engineer quietly re-
rxnoved tht precious treasuire,"

As tht B. Y. N. Comipainy gaited control, this dani-
gýeroiis racing bwecamei a tbiug of tht past.

This "grizzled veteran" is typical of a class who
bnilled large on tht passenger hest in those eariy days

of navigation. They had gone into the country with
the great rush, and returning to the "1outside," laden
with gold, spent freely as they went. Volumes could
he filled with stirring scenes aboard these old steamers.
Gambling was carried on niglit and day, and liquor
Rlowed like water. The time was thus whiled away as
the stturdy crafts worked UP the devions streani, around
bars, through dangerous rapids, and difficult places for
wearv davs till Whitehorse was reached.

Durîing 1898 a steamer left Dawson with one huùndred
and fortv-four passengers, four of -whom, were women.
The Liare for each was one hundred dollars, besides. two
and a hall dollars for a single meaL The journey occu-
p)ied muiich time, thirteen days, owing to delays on sand
bars and dimboing rapids. This miade the trir an ex-

pensive one. But what dld that signify !The tixue was
wvhiled away with gambuling, and it is estîmated ý-that
forty tholusand dollars chiangecd bands during that one

AN AMUSJNG INC)DENT.

In connection with this rau there was an amnusing in-
cident. Before leaving Dawson, the steward had
brouglit a barrel of whiskey on board, which hie had sold
l'or one- dollar a drink, P'op thirteen days that one
baýrretli eld out, and b)rught -the owner the neat surn,
,,f three thousand dollars." Nearingr Whitehorse, some
complained to the steward that the whiskey did not,
taste the saine as when they left Dawson.

"Certaiily not,"1 replied the slirewd, man. "lThat bar-
rel of whiskev wotuld n ot have Iasted twenty-four hours,
and you would have been the rest of the time without
any, so 1 watered it, and you have been suipplied. YVu
(ldin't know the diflerence ; so what did it matter."

Tis, trick of the steward's vastly ainused the pas-
sengers, who haýd a hiearty latigh at their own expense.

.AN APP1ALIANG, ACCIDENT.

The nost appalling accident that ever happened on
this northerrn waterwav occuirredi in the fail of 1906.
Navigation was almnost over, and the employees of the

-B. Y. N. Company were congraLtulating themrselves upon
a successfiul shipping season, when suiddenly a report,
like a bolt froni the bliie. was huirled into their midst,
The good steamner "Columrbian," with Captain Wriainý
iii coiimnand, left Whitehorse with a large cargo, includ-
ing cattle, and five tons of powder. 'lhle latter was in
kega placed on the bow. Ail went well for about one
huniidred and scvenity miles, wheni the powder exploded,
and i the twinkling of an eyc tlie steamner was wrapped
in a flry' shiroudf. Two men were instantly hlown to
dlest riutioni, while the rest of the crew reached the

shor. Bt, oh, what a sceiie that wis ; the bleak
boeach at nighit, where stood several of the men, with
clothing blowxi froui their bodies, and flesh hanging in
shreds, loo.kinig like awful giouil%, as the steamer burtt
to the water's edge. The iuninjured men were almost
hieless to aiid their sufflering compjanions, tilI a wood-
cutter acrose the river huirried to the spot, with blaný-
kets and such supplies as, lie hiad. Terr le was the suf-
fering endured by the burnt men, tili death relieved
their agonies, three not ion g after the accident, and
one lu the Whitehorse General Hiospital.

The freighit taken down the river dutring one stasosn
i considerabit. In 1904 the B3. Y. N. Comupany carriedl
twenty thousand tons from Whitehorse to Dawýson, not

couutxng that transported by independent boats.
The iiumiber of steamers on the Upper Yutkon is les-

sening each year, and in their stead large barges --rec
bting ulsed for carrying tie freight. Ont barge hafidled

by a steamner will carry an enormious load, and o)nt
crew and propelling power will manage both. In fact
the onîyv extra expense is puishing the empty barges up

streafi, as the swift current carnies tlhemn down with a
remarkable speed. It is a fine sight to watcb a stroinj

steamer with a large barge ini front working bier way upl
the river, arouind bars, shoals, anid dangrerotis places.

There is every rocasolx to believe that tht traffic on

the Yukon River will steadily increcase. The country

is juat ini its infancy, and nxining operations, which iii

the past have been -rather fltful, are iiûw beginning on

a more permianenit basis. Large companies are doing

splendid work with dredging, and bydrafflicking nma-
chines, and the future looks very bnghit. Tht country

i rich in muinerais, and though a railroadl some day

may paraiel the Yuikon, and dîvert much of iLhe traffi:,

vet this noble northerii arterv of a great land will still

command its portion as it has done in the past.


