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A Bear Hunt in the Kootenays
B y SHERWOOD

6Y OU actually saw marks of bear on the trees
ter' feet ahove the ground? ,Corne now.
jack, you know your failing. Remember,
I am no tenderfoot. 1Ten feet, why that's

as bigb as the ceiling."
"Well, candidly, I cannot quite understand it my-

self unless-"
"Unless wliat ?"
"Unless it was a grizzly."

In the Lall of 'ai, wlien I was hnnting and pros-
pecting along the "Crow," I bappened to run short
of grub and calme into Cranbrook ta replenisb my
snpply. After 1 liad attended ta everything and was
sitting in the botel enjoying the luxury of a chair,
may attention was by chance drawn to the above
conversation. I had not decided wbere ta go next
and wauld have paid no further attention biad it
not been for the hast word, "grizzly."

Imamediately after speaking, the younger of the
two stood.up and moving toward the bar beckoned
bis frierid ta, comne along. Then seeing me for
the first time be said, "You had better camne along
too, stranger." I at once accepted.

After we 'bad set up the drinks a couple of times,
we became 'quite friendly and 1 found ont that tbey
had come in framn tbe country west of the Columbia
the day 'beLore ta get their prospecting icenses
renewe'de and were gaing ont again that night.

II asked the younger of the two about tbe marks
be hiad seen on the trems and he told me that a
couple of nights before, wbile camping between the
twa ranges, he had seen wbat was undonbtedhy the
marks of a large "grizzly" where he had been
scratching the barks off the trees. I immnediately
affered ta jain tbemn ta see if we cotild nat get
Mr. Bruin . Ta this tbey seemed quite agreeable,
when they saw that I bad had considerable exper-
ience in bnunting, and alsa, a good full outfit, and
wauld evidently be good campany.

We arrived at Kootenay Landing next morning,
and after procuring a couple of canoes and Indians,
set out up the river. We paddled about eigbt miles,
paid off the Indians witb haîf a dozen phugs of
chewing tobacca, and bit the trail until about dusk.
We then camnped riglit in the heart of the hills
about a mile from where the "grizzly" hiad left bis
marks. After supper we had a smoke and went to
bed, thougb I tried in vain ta persuade one of our
party ta camne witb me up the mountain ta see if
we cauhd find any traces of the bear; but 'he could
not see it My way.

It must have been about midight when 1
awakenied. Sometbing seemed ta be on my mind-
the nearness of baving my dreams realised and the
strangeness of my surroundcings, probably. Sa when
I found I could nat sleep I'pîcked up mny rifle, a
Savage carbine, which I always preferred on
account af its handiness in tbe bush, lighted mny
pipe, and decided I would take a wahk.

It was ýbright moonlight-almost like day; not a
breath of wind, and the very air seemed liushed.
I had wandered on probably a quarter of a mile,
thinking the whihe of miy friends in the east, but
as 1 walked a feeling ýof loneliness crept over me.
The trees rase up ghostly and weird; strange noises
from time to time cut the stillness hike a knife and
caused cold shivers ta mun up and down xny spine.
The mountains loomed up an either liand-awf ni
in their majesty. My very shadow seemed uneartbly
and whenever I liappened ta tread on a dead limb
the noise mrade me grip my rifle till my fin g rs
ached and mny heart almost ceased ta beat. The
awful lonesomneness af the mouritains seemed to
clutch my heart and 1 could hardhy breathe.

1 was about ta, turn and run in reckless fear when
suddenly I heard a soiind which rooted -me ta te
spot. Tlten the huntingbilood went surging through
my veins and mny heart was aga-.n beating naturally
and once more miy nerves were like steel. The
terrible speli o)f loneliness was brakeri, as with a
deep whoof I whoof! acconipanied by *a crasing of
boughs M'r. Bruin arase f rom whe#e lie bad b&en
spending the day, and came ont ta hunt frogs, little
dreaming of the welcome that was awaiting him in
the shape of a "'303 SOft Point-"

My rifle bail unconsciously leaped Vo my shoulder
and I stood there facing what seemed ta me an
elephant, wallcing on his hind legs, about twenty-
five yards away. After what scemed ta me a long
tirne I found myscîf still facing him as lie continued
ta advance; then sun'nuoning ahi mny strength, 1?
pulled thle trigger. He came at me, and 1 saw a
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spurt of bloiod along the side of bis head. Springing
to one side, and grabbing a young sapling to enable
me to, turn quickly, I pumped three bullets bebind
bis shoulders in quick succession. With a wild roar
lie bit the spot where the bullets entered, then turned
and ran.

I did not try to follow as it would hiave, heen
very dangerous, especially at night, and besides the
strain 1 bad been through was tao much so that I
was almost exhausted. I retraced my steps toward
the camp.

About half way back II met the rest of the party
running my way. They 'had been awakened out of
a sound sleep by the noise of sny rifle, and wondered
what had, bappened. We returned to the camp
together, and at dayight took up the trail from
where I bad first shot. It was plainly visible botb
fromn the blood and by the way the nnderbrusb was
trampled down. After we biad gone about a mile,
we saw where lie had steadied down after bis bead-
long ifiglit, and we conld see that althougli badhly,
he was flot mortally wounded.

His tracks led us througb beavy underbrush,
wbich was very difficult getting througb, for about

My First Hunt
By J.H .

W Ewere a merry party of ten that on theWmornîig of 'Pbursday, October 29th, en-
trained at Beaverton on the Canadian
Northerni Ontario, bonnd for. the wilder-

ness lying north of the Frenchi River, to track and
if possible to capture the wily and elusive deer. The
hure of the Northland was in every man's heart, and
there were ten of us. We 'had comne fromn different
parts of the province, but only one ambition animated
every breast-to, forget for a wbile our little cares
and worries, in the enjoyment of a holiday where
Nature is to be found in ber rugged yet attractive
form.

What a motley crowd was there!1 Two or three
novices wbo bad. neyer smrelt the camp-fire's smoke,
nor packed the trail under the shaggy Loliage of the
nortbiern fir-lands; several old-timers wbose first hunt
ante-dated the smokeless cartridge or even the
modern repeater, yet eager for another sniff of the
healing breath of the unpeopled wilds; business men
and lawyers, doctors and clergymen, aIl seeking the
repose of the great sbadow-land, and. if possibýle,
some trophy of the untamed wilderness.

On we sped over the 'beautiful road wbicb finan-
cîal enterprise and engineering skill have made a
throbbing artery of commerce and pleasure. Innum-
erable lakes, rock-robbed hilîs, Ionely muslcegs,
illimitable forests-these in rapid and fantastic suc-
cession flew past as tbe great mnogul engine tbrobbed
its, tortuous way over its bed of steel, drawing in
snake-like procession its train of palace coaches,
fit for the aristacracy (and sucli we tbougbt our-
selves) of any country in the world.

In rapid succession we passed Washago, Farry
Sound, Shawanaga, Stili River, South and North
Mdaganetawan, the Pickerel and Frenchi Rivers with
their long steel bridges, and arrived at last at our
unknown and lonely destination, the most adven-
turous party in the most remnote camp in the wilder-
ness of Southern Nipissing. We were fortunate in
securing a deserted engineer's camp, on the shiore of
as beaut7iful a lalce as ever nature bedded in the
fastnesses of the eternal granite;, but it was two a.m.
on Friday beLore the hast mani of the buanch settled
bimself comfortably amnong the blankets.

Morning broke cohd, chear and inviting. Over te,
the east the sun was rising over as entrancing a
scene as ever cliarxned the sight of man-undulating
masses of adamantine gr'andeur, tliky studded with
the charred relies of former greatness, rising like
grimn sentinels amîdst an almost nbroken frantage
of pudp-wood, ash, poplar, bi'rcli and jack-pine, cager-
ly pushing iipward 'as if endeavauring to bide tbe
disaster of former days, or afford a shelter for their
xpighty thaugh stricken predecessors naw liastening
ta decay. Noirthward the limpid waters of the lake,
whose placid hosomi was pierced by a succession of
.cone-shaped îslands, stretcbed arms of welcome east
and west, vxwsically lapping the walls of their granite
prison, or baptisîng with matutinal freshness the

two miles, then struck off at right angles for t
mountains. After some very tedious clinibing, wh
almost exhausted beneath the cruel glare of the s
which reflected mercilessly off the arid rocks, a
when hope of ever again encountering the bear h
almorst been extinguished, we came over a sharp r
and upon the object of our search. He saw
almost immediately and rose up on his ýhind le
wild eyed and menacing, but as our rifles cral
together, came at us. I happened to, be slightly
advance of the other two and as I turned to, do&
him, my foot slipped and I came crashing to .
ground. In a second the bear had me in its terri
embrace. I tried to, draw my kuife 'but was too 10
I could feel bis hot breath on my face-and we
together.

When 1 came to myself I was lying on the groi:
with my head pillowed on the grizzly and my t
friends standing over -me. In a few minutes I
recovered my wind, which the bear had squeezedl
of me. Soon I was able to examine the carcass.
whole top of bisliead was blown off where the otb
had shot when ýhe grabbed me, 'but lie was one
the most magnificent specimens of a bear that I1I
ever seen. When we fhad skinned him-we returl
to the camp.

After resting a couple of days I went back
Cranbrook, where I sold the bide for -a huid
dollars, a transaction which I have neyer ceased
regret.
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sandy stretches, where deer and bear were wofli
quencli their thirst.

Big game "signs" were everywhere abuld
The "borrow-pit" near the big rock cut where
detrained was literally cnt into sections lik,
checkenboard by the sharp hoofs of the white-ta:
cleer. On every sandy lakeside reacli could be r
the history of daily visits. Ivossy ridges cove
with scrub-oak despoiled of their 'branches, betra
the-secrets of Bruin's higli carnival on the nutriti
acorns. The "sacred" partridge strutted amid
ferns, gazing curiously at the strange two-leg
creatures whom he had not yet learned ta f,
Beaver, muskrat, mink and otter disported th,'
selves in the aqueous element, which afforded tl
protection and a home. It is indeed a "happy hl
ing ground," a veritable paradise for the sorls
Nimrod. 1

On exploring the lake, the beautiful ICa-ke,
wa-gan-da of Algonquin lore, we found an ancW
but'commodiaus vessel, left to ber fate, by her for'
masters. We at once re-launched ber, birougbt
to, port under her own oanvas, constituted ourse]
a gang of sbîp-builders, re-fitted lier bull
promptly put ber into commission. Many wvere
guesses as to, ber origin and history. jac, the 'f
politician of the*party, disgustingly expressed
belief that sàhe was the Miinie M. of "Soo" elec
famne. Joe said that she must be Noah's AI*.
that the mountaîrn in the distance was Ararat.
ail agreed that of ahl the ship's afloat "there was
another like it," and xnerry excursions were 11
upon ber by ail hands to the tune of "Pul4l for
Shore."

Saturday, November 7tb, was big game day.
dogs did their work nobly and I{arry, who liad ta
the canoe to watch the lake, had a contract Or'
bands, which only skilful seaniansbip and uneri
aim enabied him to bring to a successful co11<cl"
The gamie came in showers. Four bucks and a
'black bear at once, is rather more than aIn
citïzen can successfully maroon on a four-ii i1;
However, Harry came off with fiying colours
two of the finest deer that ever poYlished antler
the "runiway" saplings were suspended Vbat '
as a tribute ta the "man behind the gun." B13n
was one of fortune's favourites. The spiteftl
of the 30-30 laid one of equal size and beautY
feet. Somehow or other that nigbt when
gathered round the camp-fire to satisfy the crv
of the inner man, admiration for bis ticill bec
tbe parent of sweet forgiveness.

Next day being Siinday was quietly spent
bright and early Monday morning the DocO
the canoe and with Harry in tbe steru to a
landed another antlered mnonarch ta, adorri the
Sucli a quartette of size and beauty couid o
found, sa we thougbt, between Parry Soundl
Sudbury.

(ConcIiudd on Page ir)>


