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littie wafer pf wax. Scovili scrapedl it i
away and Inaerted the key. As they'
oitered, WaUiug'5 fae appeared at theé
skyight, sud a minute or two later the
genteman bimself dropped into the

«WoU t" inquired the senior partnerc

"«No crooke around Iast uight,NVai-
jing yawnd. 'il guarantethat. 1
Jav.nt losed my eyea ail night."

«No, we seem moet to, have boom mo-
Iested,» Johnson agreed. "Everything
lu as you left it, isn't it, Scovilli t

411t seems to be-but.
«But what ?" cried both partuers.
"perbapli it 1is y imagination," aaid

$coviU silowiy, «but I believe that these
Rex-Vanii. botties have been tampered
with ?'

"'Great Scott 1 " ejaculated Johnson.
"You don't mean to Bay-?"Y

"Oh, get out!" growled the junior
patner. 'II haven't had rny eyes pff
that sheif al niglit.»

"Wll-wait," said Scovili. 'lil ceunt
thc bQtties."

Rc stood upon a chair, for the sheif
waa ýrather higli.

There wcre ton bottica of Rex on the
first row-tbore were ten . hotties of
]Rex on the row behind that; but on the
third rgw-the onle back against the
Wall-

"For-Heavcn'a-sake!" gasped Seo-
vilie thruating Mas arm to the back row.

Re drew forth an empty bottie!
«Whatl .Anotber gallon gene 1"
«Aother!" cried Scovil. "Hlere-

take this bottie, please. Here'a qnother
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in working out a gruide againat us!'
ýWe'il have to built a spook-proof .vait-
to keep the infernal extracts. Bah!-
It honts the very devil."

Wa.ling iaughed» sourly as his asso-
ciato stamed dowf to the office. It
certainly did aecm te have nmre con-
nection with the Old Nick.

And the worat cf it was that not a
single tangible dlue existod te show that
the extracta had boom removed by other
means than aheer magie. Had the bot-
ties themseivos boom takon, the mys-
tory wouid have held asomewhat more
sol id quality; but for the extract

sirniy t deert its jars in the dead of
niglit was rather staggering.

The day, as usual, was bot'and
sultry, and frightfully busy, mand no
mani Johnson & Wafling'a establiali-
ment found time to draw an idie
breatb. But lato in thc afternoen a
roapite carne, and Scovili repaircd to the
office, where the air was rather ls
torrid than in the laboratory, and
speculatcd fruitioasiy -with the.partners
as to the phenomenen.

Botb of tbem badl candidly «given it
Up."

Scovill was apparcntly unable to do
botter.

The trio arg'ued for a wble, accein-
plished a complote circbo, and- carne
baok te the- starting poit-îÏo- wiser
than when tbey began.

Scovili finaily grose and yawned.
"'My day's work la over," ho said.

«Everytbiug ila ship-.abape up above. I
tbink li ciar out if you have neob-
~jection. Il

"Go ahead," said Johnson.

Scovili ioitcred toward the laboratory

hunting for the box of cigare ' while
Wallimg drowaed bhappily iu bis chair
ade was juat faflimg into a deliciaus

dzwben:
"Mr. Jolinsonl Mr. Walling! Corne

up here-quick!" rang tbrougb the
place ii Scoviii'a voice.

"«By (4eorge, be's cauglit the thief!
i{fe'a got the son of a gun!" Johnson
shouted, diving for the etairway and
yanking.Wailing from bis chair. But
there ho waa wreng.

For when they tumbled peil-mell into
the laboratory, there stood Sevill,
aeemingly paralyzed, staring stupidly at
a row of no lesa than eloyen ernpty -Rex
Vanilla bottîca, ranged aiong the side
of the reom!

«'And it can't be ten minutes since 1
first went down-stairs!" Scevili mut-
tered.

"Me Swan xtes when S A
me shkiagor bumpirÀg
to start the flow, just

put en o pper and
pstr rihtm.i
Fitted with flnet 14k.
Gold Pen made.

LABSta aLilotimo.EED

Piom Sadomm w 84 ubU

INSiST ON "SalWàq

Write for Illmatatd Boket C

Mabie Todd & o
124 YORKC STRteET TORONTO

HZADQUARTRRS: LONDOND'£210.

FrPAY DAY.
H-ow much you wiU OBirn afteri a wbW1o depe

on what. you learn NOW.
Some of Our girlg-agp now 18-with enýtr

standing, after a,.year's experience are e.rMing
per month. We'lI be gladt1o give nameB.

What other lime of work will,- in a six fn*
Course, place before you tuch pu UJo

Send for'catalogue telllgLW'hat ý bàie
shorthand course can do for you. Enclose ;thIii
Address the

»oP mole.,,

s. Thon there

at that," sa.id
to the ledger
boom rumning.
visit the labo-
y, if Walliiig'a
oof. You nay/

ed the door
eded. r/f
r the keyhere,"
enior part#er's
duplicate /key,
ývay."
conmen kd ap-

c and t e place
the w ttchmau,
n/ade bis wvay
lie r f.
)y t o akyliglit

)y turning bis
ve the apart-
ie roofs to the

ýeside him and
individual who
spectacular ex-
ned te turn up

b lave witli a

nson ani Sc-
taneously, an'd

to the labora-

r on the thin

- Two uttcrly îîneventful days fol-lowed.
On the afternoon' cf the second, John-

Prince Bayart'.CoSmopolitan Population. son carne in frem bis round of ice-cream
mon and aeated bimaecf with- umaccus-

-and another-amd anether! Whvy tomed weariness.
the wvbole back row bas been emptied!~" W"valling,"» ho aaid, "did you ever ex-

"The-entire-ten--gallons ? " pect to sec competÏtion on that Rex
"Every bottle bas boom cleaned out Vanilla of ours?

over night!" "No, air" replied the junior partner.
A long pause followed. Jolhnson anîd "And I don't'expect te not.

W'alling looked_ blankly at ecd other, "No more -did L I thotiht thatw
and then at Scovill, who looked blankly hiad aomething altogether* distinctive in

at them.1 that stuff-aornething that uobody
'You wet te aieep, Jim,"1 Johnson would duplicate or eut prices on."

said finally. "ýSe we bave. You can't toucli our

"I did nothing of the sert," bis part- Rex Vanilia,9" Walling said, with placid
ner replied with vigor. "I wasn't OVOfl assurance.
sleepy until after dyigt "Don't you believe lt-mot for a

"Butyou erewatching the place- minue3
andthe stuf has.boom carried off, from C(Whyr?
lright under your nose." "There's s. fellow nanied MeMuillen,

I--I---omfound it! I eau see that," somewhere on the other aide cf town,"
said Walling. said Johnson, "who le making every bit

"It muet bo apooks," mumiured Sco- as good an oxtract and selling it fer

viii, with dreary humer. just eiglit dollars a gallon!»
"WVell, im blamed if there's amy other "What!"$

cxplanation,1 Johnson snapped. "We "Fact. I've been uîp againat 'hlm for

]cave thirty full bottlea locked up bore, twc or three days now. The man bas

Jlir. You watch thcm ail niglit. In the eut me eut of at least a dozen erders
flîormimg, ton cf them are tark empty. to-day. Folks amy that- bis vanilia l

And yet ycu sivear that uobody bas as fine as ours in every partcular-"
ent ered the room "As good as Rex?" cried Wallimg.

"Yes, andl'Il stick to it!" said WVal- "eYes; and what's, more, it ia..Tt

lilig doggedly. "I've had a. gun point ing seems to ho almoat identical. I got a

ilito this apartment a 'ince seven celock little sample fronoeeof the confer-
las nilit au ifa nan ad e mch tioners who bouglit cf this MeMulien .

,«,- poked bis bead in, you'd see blood Here it is."
on the floor!" Johinson extended'the bottle.

"Thon the beat thing we eau do is to Walling took it, removed thic cork,

Miarne it on spooks!" the senior partner rnhbed a littie cf the extract onm'bis

cried angrily. "Scmebody in spooklafld palmeanad sniffcd critically.
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