conbatant to resist the big. fighter. * (Cheors
* . and laaghter) *- He. did not oppose ‘the’
.. - principle’ ‘of  representation. 'by population”

from *an’ dnivillinguess - to' do”, justice, . to

: Upper Canada. '«He-took this ‘grouud,  how-
‘gver, that ‘when- justice was .dove “to Upper
Canads, it was his, duty- to sce that no injustice

. " wasdoneto Lower Canada. Hedidnot entertain
" the slightest apprehension that Lower Canada's

. rights weresin the least jeopardized by the provi-

. sion that in the General Ligrislatare the French
“Cantidians of ‘Lower Canada ‘would "have .a
. smaller nuwber of represéutatives than-all’ the
..+ .othér origins combined. ; It would be sceni by the

., . resolutions that in the questions which would | reg

S be. submitted-£o:the General: Parliament ‘there,

coull be no. danger to the rights “and “privi-

'+ 'leges of either French Canadians; ‘Scotchiger
~ Englishmen or Irishmen.  Questions ofCom-

- werce, of ‘international cominunicatjén; and
. all matters of ‘gendral interéat, wopld be- dis:

' cused .and determined iu_the . Goreral. Legis-
* lature ; ‘butin the exercise of the Functions

_* of-the General Government, no oe could ap-
.. prehend:that anything’ could be enacted which

_ would harm or do injastice to persons of dny:
‘nationality. : !

* * the details of the questionof Confeduration,

© but merely to bring. before . the . House ‘the’
‘host-couspicuoud stguments, in vrdor.to induco

mpmbers to, accept’ the. resolutions’, subwjtted

:by the. Goverument.. . Confederntion was, as'| _ ) / o
_concerned, Canada: was  stronger than.any @ .

-it_wore, st thiy ‘moment_almost. forced upon-

. ous. We.could not shat our eyes to what was
., goimg on beyond the lines, where a great.

struggle was goini b betwéen two' Confedurs-
.gics; at one time forming but one Confederacy.
" We saw that a government, established not

*more than 50 yeags ago, had tot been nble to.
LccE. together the family of states which had
¢

- broke up fuar or tive years since. W coald
_-not deny’ that the 'striggly now in prodra
¢ must necessarily ‘influenes our’ political exist-

¢nce.  Weédid not know' what would bo the

result of. that ¥rca£ war——whether it would
b

". end ia the eatablishment of two Confedefucivw

vr in one as before, - However, we had to do.

* with five colonivs, inhabitel by men of the
same . sympathies and infervsts; and in order
to become a great - nation they required only
to be ‘brought together um{ejn one Gieneral
Government. The matter reslved itself iuto

" this," either wo wiust obtain' British ' North

. American Confederation ‘'or be absorbed iu an

. Amwerieai Confederation. (Hear, hear, and

- diswent.) . Some entertained the opinion that

“itwas - unpéedsiary to have ‘British North

" America

He did not'intend - to 'go into.

onfederation to prevent absorption .

EIE s

(ititd the vortex, of :Auiericaﬁ‘ (}vbnfedqfaﬁonl.

Such - parties:were mistaken. We knew ' the & - .

-policy of ‘Engldnd towards us—that 'she, was’
determined to- help and“support us in -any.

‘struggle with. our neighbors. ' The British ..~ -

Provinces, separated as at present, .could uot, .
defend themselves  alone, “and.“the (uestion ~
‘resolved “itselt into..this: -shall ‘the' whole
stréngth of the empire be concentrated "into
"Prince Edward Island; or {anada, as. the case .
‘may be, in case of a'war With the United
States—or shall ' the pmvixices“.m‘?yéfmo fight -

“single-handed, ‘disunited'? - We wero not safs - -

d~ We had our duties, with

ficicitly umi

a Confederation.. When all united, the enemy

would know that, if he attacked any . part of '
those: ‘provipces:—~Prince: Edward .
Canada—he would hisve to encounter the comi- ' "

d- or Co

bined strength of the .empire.. Canada, sepa-
rate, would' be, although comparatively strong

/in population and wealth, in a dangerous posi- .

tion should o war cnsue. When we had
vrzanized our good defensive ‘foree,.and. united

for miutual ‘protection, England. would send .
freely heré both menm. and  treasure for our »
defence. " (Chcors.y. He had stated .before .

audiences du  the” Lower Provinees that, ‘as’
far a8 territory, ‘population and wealth were'™

of the other provinces, but at the .same. °
time wias wanting in- oue element heeessary .
to ‘national greatness—the maritime one’;’
‘and that, owing -to the largy tradé and. com-
inpree of Canada, extensive  communication

-with Great  Britain ot all seasons was abso - .
lutely necessary. Twenty years ago vur conr- . -

meree for the year cuald be managed by coin:
wubication with (jrvat Britain in the sumumer

‘monthsonly: At present, however, this system
. was insufficient, and for winter communication = o

with, thie sea-board we were left to the caprice *
of our: American . neighbors, through whose, .
territory we thust past.  Ho had also alluded. |
‘ty tho-bonding system, which if the' Americans | -
weie to. withdraw, Canada would be left in

wirniter ‘without any_winter harbors. Cavada,. - -

having two or three clements of natiunal
greatuess—territory and population-~wanted
the maritime element;” and: us he had said,

the Lower Provinces hid. this element and 2

' sca-board, but not -not a back country or large. .

population, which Canada possessed,—and for
the mutual benefit and progperity of all the
provinees, all these clements oaght to be-nnited

\
\

¥

ngland, tosperform. In orderto ' ¢

‘—t\héfxeri:ise‘ : wer'in oyr defence - -
~ve wust help her qm%éobuld.nét do. .
this satisfactorily or cffidiently unless'we had ., -




