
PRESUMFED CHANGES IN THE COMMERCIAL POLICY. IN,

That flie operation of this law has be'en greatly to incase the iiland importation into
Carm1da of various ariciep, the proiuce or foreigni countries, such as teas, wine,' fruit, sugar,
coffe, moliss and others, so miuch as t) cause a sensible diminition of the imnport of' these
articles by the St. Lawrence, anid vur petitioners, in corroboration of the stateiment, solicit
your attention to the act, that in the article of sugar alone, the importation into Canada: from
tIe port of Oswego, in the United States, aîounted in 1S45 to 1,60 hogsheads, and previous
to the enactment of the Drawback Bill, the exportation froin that port did fnot aiount to

o hîogsheads, and further, thîat the importation of Miscovado sugar, by the river St. Law-
rence, in 1.844 was S,1î7,581 pounds, and in 1845, 2,S53,240, being a diminution of
r,324,341 pounds.

That the cause of the increased inland importations into Canada of these' articles through
the United States, and the diîinution of the imports by the channmel ofthe river St. Lawrence,
is, in the opinion of your petitioners, to be attributed to the American Drawback Bill. The
existence of the inperial duties on iiports by the St. Lawrence, and the higher tolls on Our
canails, as compared with the tolls li the Unitedi States.

That the effect of the existence of the imperiail duties on imports by sea, in conjunction
with the Drawback Bill, is to crect a barrier to the passage through our canais, of the por-
duce of foreigu countries and Uritish mannlictures, and to neutmalize the btenefit to be derived
by lier Majesty's subjects in Canada, in constructing those magnificent works at an enor-
mous expense, and, n fiact, to enact a penalty on their being used, a state of things that never
could have been contemlated when these works were coninenei.

Your petitioners, therefore, respectfiuily suggest, that thè inperial duties 1imier the Act of
S & 9 Viet., c. 93, on aU flour and provisions imported into this province by inland navigation,
be repealed, and that sueh articles so iniported and conveyedi through'th channel of the
river St. Lawrence, to a shipping port, should aequire a colonial character, and be admitted
into the United, Kingdon on the sanie teris as the produce of the province, and that the
i1 ierial duties on ail importations by sea only be also repealeI.

'our petitioners presumîne to Suppose that these im'easures woild not lireetly or indirectly
be prejudiciai to Britishi interests, while they would secure to this province a large inuland
carrying-trade, enmploy British capital, create an extra demnand for labour, inerease the con-
sumnption of Britishi manufactures, autgment the revenue of our splendid canais, and above
ait, give fiirther employmxîent to Britisl shipping, especially in the conmveyance of flour and
provisions inported iniand for exportation to British ports, which is made muanifest by
consideration of the fact, that upvards of one-third of their cost consists in the incidental
charges of inland transportation and Atlantic freights; and vour petitioners further presume
to suppose, that an extensive inland trade once establishoed through the channel of the
St. Lawrence, vould continue to flow intt direction after the cause that diverted it fron
other outlets to the oceait haId ceased to exist.

Your petitioiers perceive that the artielc of tiniber is one of those vhich it is intended
by ler Majesty's Ministers to protect to a certain extent, by reducing, the present differential
(ty from .2s. to 15s. per load ; but they beg to observe, that the present is an apparent,
not a real protection, inasmucl as the average rate of freight between tiniber imported front
the Baltic anid North Amnerica, is filly 20s, pcr load in favour of the Baltic, from the greatr,
distance from Aierica to Great Britain, reducing thereby the real protection to about 5s.
per load ; and if the apparent protection is reduced to 15s. per load as contemplated, it Nvill
ieet be erpiivalent to a premilmn in favour of Baltie tinber of s. per load ; and it is
important also to observe, that that very distance vhich thus phceS colonial tinber in su
udisadvuntageous a position, iakes the North American colonial trade the great nursery foi
Bruishx seamen, and promotes the shipping interests of the United Kingdon.

Your peîtioner, therefore respectfùîly suggest, that theu proposed reduction of duty an
Batic tiniber of is. per Ioad, 5th April 1847 ; as., 5tlh Apriil 148, be redluced to s. 6d.
pe"r Ioad ttt those respective dates ; and that the contemplated reduction in the duty on saVn
timuber be reduced proportionately.

By order of the Council of the Board of Trade,

(signedl) I.Walkoer, (L-s.), President.
Quebec, 103 Maich 1341n. l. Stevenson, lon. Sec.

~- No. 20.
(No. 3t.)

Coný of a DESPATCH1 from Governor the Earl C(athclart, K. c. L., to the
Right lonuIrable IW. E. Gladsone.

Sir, Governmenit House, Montreal, 27 March 18410.
Ar the request of the Montreal Board of Trade, 1 submit for yonr considera- Catlicart ta 3r.

i Memorial addressed to you by tiat body, praying tie repeal of certain r
duties iuposed by tic lmîperihl Statute 4 & 5 Viet. c. 49, uponi various articles 27 Marcb 1846.
in ported into Canada from foreigni states.

I have, &c.
(sigued) Catlhicart.

32. Enclosure


