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With regard to this demand, Mr. Oswald, the
British negotinfor, remarked, that as to the fish-
ing on the Great Bank, or on any other bank, he
did not think it material to ask any questions, as
he supposed the privilege would not be denied to
the United Sfates, or if denied, doubted whether
their exclusion eould he maintained but in con-
tinuing in a state of perpetual quarrel with the
people of the New Englind Governments.  An
explanation, he observed, was still the less neees-
sary, as a question on the same subjeet would
come under consideration in the negotintions
with France, in the determination of which it
would perhaps be no loss to Great Britain if the
Americans were (with respeet to the fisheries)
admitfed to an equal privilege with the I'vench.

The American Commissioners at first demanded
the vight of drying fish on the Island of New-
foundland, and the following is a copy of the
the ITIrd Article of the proposed preliminary
Treaty of Peace, which was accepted Dby the
British Commissioner, Mr. Oswald, to be referred
for the approval of his Government : —

“That the subjects of ITis Britannic Majosty
and people of the said United States shall con-
tinue to enjoy unmolesfed the right to take fish
of every kind on the banks of Newfoundland
and other places where the inhabitants of both
countrics used formerly, viz,, before the last war
between Prance and Britain, to fish; and also to
dry and cure the same at the accustomsd places,
whether helonging to 1is said Majesty or to the
United States. And 1lis Britannic Majesty and
the said United States will extend equal privi-
leges and hospitality to cach other’s fishermen as
to their own.”

The proposed Article not meeting with the
approval of the British Government, after consi-
derable negotiation, it was agreed to omit that
portion of the Axticle relating to the drying of
fish on the coast of Newfoundland, on condition
that the Americans should be allowed to dry
upon any of the uunscttled parts of the coasts of
Nova Scotia, when they happen to be so far from
home that their fish might run some risk of being
spoilt before they reached their own shores.

Dr. Tranklin also wged that the Gulf of



