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36 THE COt.\"l'RY OF THE NEUTRALS.

and “halted to observe a beautiful situation, formed by a bend
“of the river—a grove of hemlock and pine, and a large creek.
“ We passed some deep ravines and made our wigwam by a
“ stream on the brow of a hill, near a spot where Indians were
“interred. The burying ground was of earth raised, nearly
“ covered with leaves ; and wickered over—adjoining it was a
“large pole, with painted hieroglyphics on it denoting the
“nation, tribes and achievements of the deceased, either as
“ chiefs, warriors, or hunters.” This was on the 13th February.
The food of the party consisted of soup and dried venison, to
which squirrel and racoon meat added variety. Littlehales
remarks about the latter: “The three racoons when roasted
“made us an excellent supper. Some parts were rancid,
“but in.general the flesh was exceedingly tender and good.” On
the 14th they encamped a few miles above the Delaware village.
During the day the diarist had “observed any trees blazed,
“and various figures of Indians (returning from battle with
“scalps) and animals drawn upon them, descriptive of the
“ nations, tribes and number that had passed. Many of them
“were well drawn, especially a bison.”

“This day we walked over very uneven ground, and passed
“two lakes of about four miles in circumference, between which
“were many ftine larch trees.”

Next morning they walked on the ice of the river five or
six miles to the Delaware viilage, where the chiefs received them
cordially and regaled themn with eggs and venison * Captain
‘“ Brant being obliged to return to a council of the Six Nations,
“we stayed the whole day. The Delaware Castle is pleasantly
“situated upon the banks of the Thames; the meadows at the
“ bottom are cleared to some extent, and in sunmer planted with
“Indian corn. After walking twelve or fourteen miles this day,
“part of the way through. plains of white oak and ash, and
“ passing several Chippawa Indians upon their hurting parties,
“and in their encampments, we arrived at a Canadian trader’s;
“and a little beyond, in proceeding down the river the Indians
“discovered a spring of an oily nature. which upon examination
* proved to be a kind of petroleum. We passed another wigwam
“of Chippawas, making maple sugar, the mildness of the winter
“ having compelled them in a great measure to abandon their



