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From thefe Reports, as contained in the Papers hereunto annexed, it
will appear to Your Majefty, that the Fortifications ftill continue in a State
" of Ruin and Decay ; that the illicit Commerce between Your Majefty’s
Subjeéts and the French has been greatly enlarged and extended; that
from Claims of exclufive Property fet up by Your Majefty’s Subjeéts,
the Difficulties attending the Execution of thofe Inftrutions of Your Ma-
jetty, relative to that Part of the Coaft where the French are allowed a
concurrent Fifhery, have become more and more urgent; and that the
fame difordered State of Inhabitancy ftill operates to fubvert that Plan of
Fifhery adopted by the Statute of King William, and to render its Provi-

- fions and Regulations nugatory and ufelefs ; infomuch that it is the Senfe
and Opinion of Your Majefty’s Governor, that it would be better for the
National Intereft, in refpect to the encouraging the Increafe of Seamen,

~which is One main Objeét of the A¢t -of King William, not to have any
Fifhery at all, than that it fhould continue to be carried on under the Dif-
advantages that at prefent attend it, in this View of the Spirit and -

Intention of that Aét. ‘

" How far Your Majefty’s Governor is well-founded in this Opinion, we
do not take upon us to determine; but certain it is, that the prefent State
of this Ifland, and of the Territories dependent thereupon, does require the
fulleft Confideration ; and that a Revifion of the feveral Regulations which
have been heretofore made in refpect thereto is now become eflentially
neceffary. ‘ '

Every Information which this Office can furnifh, relative to the ancient
Policy and prefent State of this important Part of the National Interefts, is
already before Your Majefty : But that nothing may be wanting which may
- be of Ufe in this great Confideration, we further beg Leave humbly to lay
before Your Majefty a Paper of Obfervations upon the State of the New-
foundland Fifheries, communicated to us by Your Majefty’s Governor
fince his Return to this Kingdom ; in which Paper are contained feveral
Propofitions for the future Regulation of this important Branch of Com-
merce, tending to re-eftablifh it upon the ancient Policy of a Ship Fifhery;
the Propriety of which Policy Your Majefty’s Governor appears, in all his
Plans and Meafures, to have zealoufly adopted. .
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