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EDITORIAL NOTES.

With this issue of the TRur WiTxEss
we close Kickham's story, Sally
Uavanagh, or, The Untenanted Graves.”
Next week we purpose commencing
Charles Lever’s last novel, “ Lord Kil-
gobbin.” Not only is this the last con-
tribution from Lever's pen to the liter-
ature of his day, but it i3 the only one
of his works entirely free from anything
that might tend tu ridicule the [rish
character. The general reader is fa-
miliar with Lever's works: but, asa rule,
that fumiliarity is conlined to his most
popular and widely known stories, such
as “ Charles O'Malley,” “ Tom Burke of
Ours," “ Harey Lorrequer,” and a couple
of others. The one we have chosen i
but little known, and yet 1t 15 one of the
heat that the rollicking Irish novelisg
ever penned, Many vears ago John
O’Mahony remarked that he believed
there was more true Irish lfeeling in
“Lord Kilgobbin” than in any other
novel he had ever read.

i*ﬁ

Tiux celebration of the silver wediding
of King Humbert of Italy will be
marked by the absence of Catholic en-
thusizem. The Vatican has announced
that the Pope will not grant sRudiences
to any royal persomages of the Roman
Catholic faith who come to Rome to
attend the silver wedding of King Hum-
bert and Queen Margaret. The ruledoes
not apply to Protestant sovereigns nor
their representatives, This is a pro-
nounced repetition of Piue IX's non
possemus, Leo X1IIisdetermined to let
the world see that he will never abdicate
his rights nur acknowledge the usurpa-
tion of St. Peter’s patrimony. There
will be a marked contrast between the
jubilee festivities at the Vatican and the
Quirinul, Italy is to day most miserably
pauperized and can ill affurd the ex:
penditure of the occasion. Itis, perhaps,
no harm that such »an event should arise
during the year of Papal jubilee, for the
marked contrast between the two powers
must tell powerfully in favor of the
Vatican.

l"*

OuR city—or at least a portion of it~
has lionized the famed  pugilist, the
Cbampion Corbeit. It is wonderful how
enthusiastic a crowd becomes over a big;
criel, powerful man. But prize-fighting
is the rage. and, like the bull-fighting
amongst the Spaniards, it will always
attract the brutally inclined. There is
something so debasing in it that low
naturesare drawn thereto asif by a magic
megnet, Let them cheer, revel and
trinmph; it matters littletous, Butwe
do emphatically object to being called
upon to take pride in & pugilist, be he
champicen or ex-champion, on the score
of his nationality or creed. From a
national standpoint we see no glory in
having & grand sample of the animal—
we are not proud that he is Irish ; quite
the contrary; we are ashamed of the
fact. The pugilist may be a fine speci-
raen of physical form, he may be a very
decent fellow in his own way ; but he is
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co sample of an rishman, fur the hetter !
part—that which distinguizhes the man
from the animal—is atsent. The heart
is not there; cruelty has blasted it, and
& heariless [rishman is not a being to be
proud of. M reover. we remember the
old song :
* Were [ as tall to reach the skies

And pluck the stars out at a span,
I would be measured by my mind,

For the mind's the standard of the wan ™

From a religious standpoint—as Ca-
tholica-——we must repudiate pugilism as
in duty bound. Just listen to what took
place last week in Auburn. N.Y. At
Syracuse a light occurred between
Duftee and Dovovan, The latter was
killed by a blow from the former. When
s remains were brought for burial to
Auburn, he was denied the funeral rites
of the Cathoiic Chuoreh, The priest
acted under the direction of his Ordmary,
and enforced the law of the Church, and
properly so. No more than a suicide
has 8 pugiiist killed in the ring any right
to the Church’s recognition. He gnes to
the ring with the knowledge that he may
puesibly kill or possibly be killed ; he is
little better than guilty of deliberate
hiomicide, or else ruicide. He takes the
risk ; his snul counts for nothing. Man-
hood has given place to animal nature,
and a8 the animal, not as the man, does
the Church treat him,

* »
*

How strangely time changes the Ince
of the world ; whav extraordinary muta-
1ions in the history of the human race;
what wonderful trunsformations to be
geen even in some fumilies, Some few
weeks avo we referred to the proposed
memurial statue to be erected by the
solid Presbyteriang of Edinburgh, in
commemoration of the noturious John
Kucx. That fiery enthusiast left, aftex
all, very litile behind him., His woik
produced but indifferent fruits, consider-
ing his feurful pussion, his all absorbing
enthusiasm. His name is about all that
remains 10 be invoked by his divided,
and a hundred times sub-divided, follow-
ers. Yet, strange and wonderful irony
of life! the oply lineal descendant of
the frantic reformer is &8 Roman Catholio
and a religious. He is a member of the
Congregation of the Cross. His name is
Brother Philip, and he has lsbored for
upwards of thirty years in tho East,
where he was engaged in educational
work. He is now in Ceylon. The
Edinburgh statue-builders should invite
him to unveil the-proposed one to his
ancestor.

- *
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THERE is a mania, for monuments,
statues, memearial tublets and such like
commemorative tokens that has seized
upon the infidels of the world. The ex-
traordinary success, the atupendous tri-
umphs of Catholicity bave awakened
them to the necessity of doing something,
otherwise the world might forget their
existence. Having no living men of suffi-
cient importance to awaken enthusiasm,
they have recourse t0 the dead. They
stir up the ashes of departed atheists and
disturb their graves for the purpose of
commemorating their lives, In some
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cages thex aucceed, in othera they fail.
In Rome they raised enougl to buy a
stutue of Bruno, the immoral and de-
basing aunthor of rencgade pamphlets, In
Paris they attempted to secure funda tor
the erection of a monument to .lean
Jacyues Roussean. The City Council,
as an excuse, gave n spmall donation. A
few days ago the committee asked the
Counctl for another subseription to pay
the expenses 50 far incurred. The Coun-
cil conld not see its way to muking a
second donntion and was gind of an ex-
ense to eseape.  The result was that the
movement tell through, the amounts col-
lected Dbarely paying the expenses of
sending round the bhat, Infidel ag France
may be, the Freneb people deserve credit
for refusing a seal in the Neademy to
Zola, aud declining to ereet o statue to
luussenu.
s

Tk WorLD's Fatk 13 the all absorbing
topie of this summer; Ghicago is the
focus to whieh everything and everyhody
will cnnverge. Evidently the Catholics
of Awerion, and of the world, are to
play important parls in the immense
drams of the Exposition. For ali who
may be interested in the representation
of the Catholic press ou that occasion,
we clip the following from the Chicago
Catholie Citizen, of March 11:

We are informed by Col. W. J.Onahan
that sccemmuodations will be availabie
for a meeiing of the editors and pub-
lishers uf the Catholic papers of America
during the Cutholic Conyress at Cuicago,
September 1st to 5th next. Muany repre-
sentatives of the Cuatholic press will be
present at the congress nnd the vceasion
18 too good to be missed fur a geries ol
inturmal cunferences on muatters perteio-
tng to the progress ot the Catholic press.
We move that Cul. Gnaban be requesten
to arange a date for the meeting ot the
Catholic press and that he be chosen an
hunurary memb: r of the traternity with
power 10 call the meeting Lo urder and
tu designatle o scries of papers on prac
vicul topies to furm o basts of discussion
at the ensuing conferences. What say
our brethren ot Lhe press to this pleasivg

suggestion ?
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SoME time ago we published an edito-
rial on “Capital Punishment.” in which
we gave &a the teaching of the great ma-
jonity of the theologians that it was the
safety of society, and that in all ages the
Church, a8 a rule, upheld the law of
“death penalty.” We also pointed out
the numerous powerful arguments
against that mode of punishment. We
are thoroughly aware that our expres-
sions did not hermonize with the opin-
ions of some eminent and learned mem-
bers of the clergy. But the views
expressed wers merely our own, and for
them no one, except ourselves, is respon-
gible. There are to-day things permitted
by the Church which a few hundred
years ago would be considered heretical.
Imagine Leo XIIL’s Encyclicals being
read in the fifteenth century! If we mis-
take not, before another bhalf century
rolls past, provided we have a few more
such statesmen as is the present Pope,
both Capital punishment and many
other relics of barbaric times will be rele-
gated to the la,mhiveﬂ of ages long gone,
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The Catholic Church is ever in touch
with the spirit of the age ; she marches
with the times ; she counforms to the re-
quirements of all lands and all cirenm-
~tances, while preserving intact her
dogma, conserving inviolate her prin.
ciples of Faith.  This is nol even a quea®
tion of discipline ; and the authorities
upon whom ro much stress is laid, wrote
in days when torture and tyrannicide
prevailed.  The North Western Witness,
the Catholie oflicial organ of the Bishop
of Duluth, Minnisoty, bas the following.
After speaking of the abulition of the
deatht penalty in their legislature, the
articlesays :

“ It iy toleral’s elear that the death
penadty is inctlective as @ deterrent. A
nun who is ugly enough to kitl some-
hody wonldn't stop if he knew it would
cost him his life, mneh less when the
chiance of convietion and  punishment
scems very small to him, The murderer
is 80 whte hot nothing conll stop him,
or he belisves he has taken certain pre-
cautions against deteetion. On the other
hand the death peunlty often results in
irceparable mistakes. As often it resulta
in a defeat of justice becsuse juries will
not tind gailty from seutiment or from
fear of mistake, in Gises where the evi-
dence wonld seem suflicient if only im-
prisonment. wius the penabiy, A worse
thing yet is that judicial killing is still
murder. It was well enough when every
one went armed and any quurrel was to
mortal combat.  When lite was cheap,
capital punishment was not by compa-
rison brutaliziog. It is now. The life
sentence 15 wore terrible than the death
sentence. It allows partinl reparation
where a mistake is discovered. It can
be enforced where the other can not.
And it is not & relic of barbarism.”

We merely quote the above to show
how maore humane the race of muan is be-
coming, and how more precious is that
Divine gift of human life being con-
sidered. )

THE Germans are cectainly great haters,
[t was said of & certain Hans Vanbergen
when he died, that * he was a true Prus-
sian, for he hated the French and was a
good smoker,” Woe find an example of
this detestation of the Freuch carried to
aridiculous point in the case of Abbe
Lang, of Sainte Marie aux Mines, in
Alsace. He has been prosecuted by the
Germans for having lit a transparency,
in honor of the Pope’s jubilee, with the
name of the Holy Father—Leon XIII,
in place of Leo XIII. This same priest
was once before prosecuted for giving as
examples in a grammarwhich he edited,
phrases considered friendly towards
France. There is something so amall in
all this that we would not be surprised
to find France, some fine day, giving
Prussia back with compound interest
what she received in 1870, Prussia must
recollect that the Iron Chanceilor has
seen his day of power, and that Von
Moltke is dead. It is not well to tan-
talize a gallant foe twenty yesrs after its

defeat. Tt is not wise most certainly.
* %

The revenue returns of the Dominion
for the nine months ending March 81
ghow a surplus of $5.141,724.

*

Emigration from Treland conlinues to
decrease. During 1892 51,000 left 1t

sountry ; 88486 in 1891,



