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SELECTIONS.
SAutiæLrzT OP SODA SOLurIOS.-We have

at various tiines, especially in the Dispenîsing
Notes, called attention to the fact thatsodimnîî
salicylatu solutions (especially in alkaline
solution) after a short tino develop a red
colour. S. Demuant points out that a slight
excess of salicylic acid keeps the solution per-
fectly, and in no way interferes with the
action. To nake a 20.per-cont. solution 400

parts of distilled water are heated to tle
boiling-point, allowed to cool to 30 degrees C.,
100 parts salicylic acid added, and 60 parts
bicarbonate of sodium introduced, in snall

portions, witl constant stirring ; the solution
is filtered through absorbent cotton and
diluted vith suflicient distilled water to inake
600 parts.- Cheuist and Drutggist.

Srosac FisuîEar.-The procceds of the
sponige fishery in tho Bahamas in 18b8
anounted to 49,1131., which is rather more
than an average result. It is generelly re.
ported, however, that the sponge-bcds are be-
coming rapidly depleted ; and this fact renders
it impossible to regard the inidustry as being
in a satisfactory condition.

CotonATioN Or AnOMATIc S'IRIT' OF AM3-

MoSiA.-Very frequently this preparation
darkens to such an extent that the mixture
is unsightly when comnparcd with one made by
observing all the precautions neccssary. The
deep colour is alnost invariably due to the
use of commercial alcohol which has I een
stored in wooden casks. Mr H. F. Meier
states in the Druggist's Bulletin that. owing
to natural conptition, sonetimnes tie insido
coating of thu barrel witl a glue solution is
sliglted, or done imnperfectly, so that the
wood is exposed to the action of the alcohol.
Even small traces of tannin or otherastringent
matter cau be the cause of darkening when
brouglt in contact with either fixed or vola-
tile alkalies. Its presence can be readily
detected by evaporating a few ounces of the
alcohol, and then testing witl ferric chloride,
whicl produces a black stain on the dih.
That this is the caso can be shown by the
addition of amnonia water alone to the
alcohol. Tho renedy for titis difliculty lies
in the reinoval of the astringent matter. The
alcohol contaninated is treatÀ!d with a snlal
anount of hydrmted! oxile of iron, tie .re.
cipitate from a single fluid drachtsî of solution
of ferric chloride by annonia being usually
sufficient to reinove all the tannin frotm a
gallon. This hint is useful to those who make
the spirit without distillation. Thus pre.
pared, the spirit seldoni remains colourless.
Tio colouration is often attributed tu the
essential cil not being distilled alung wçith
the spirit, but practice has conclusively proved
that if the spirit alone is redistilled (and
therefore freed from solid matter sucht as
tannin) the aronatic spirit niade front it by
mixture does net darken.-[Chemist anld
Druggist.

Itos.--This i the naine of a new,
white, odorless oil which does not raneidify,
and evaporates withoutt residue. It is solublo
in 7 parts of alcohol, .5 p:arts of other, in the
.mle proportions of benzin (petroleumî other),
and cil of turpentine. It is soluble in all
parts in carbont disulpliide and the fatty oils.
It is tIhe produet of distillation of oleic acid
with limne. and finds its greatest usefulncss
in the perfuimery industry.

TAit As A D.ouoniZtit or otoinot.-
Ehrmann, of Vienna, was the irst ta note
that poimades and dressings of iodcformî con.
tainiiig tar had no h.nger the puttent ioda.
form odor which to niany, indeed the bulk
of humîanity, is so disagreeable. Negel, of
Jassy, has takon the mnatter up, and now
states, in the Repertoire de lharmacie, that
a mixture of 5 parts of iodoform with 100
parts of tar as io appreciable odor. For
internal administration of iodoforni the tar
iay be used as a pill excipient.

DExTLns AS A StnsriTurz Fot G .a Aiatime.
-A German patent Nias been granted to
A. Schtumtann for a process of initufacturing
dextrin frec fromi sugar as a substitute for

Ium arabic. Starch is mixed ta a thick
crean with cold water and trenated withs 1 per
cent. of mineral acid. After tweity-four
hours the mixture is w'ashed uttil free f(Lot
acid. The starch is agaiti mtixed with waiter
to a cream and heated to 160.70" C. by super-
heated stemn until ail the starch is converted.
Tis solution is refined and evaporated ta
dryness.

T PnPm'Nsr lntris is Dîsrir.raroI.-
Mr. Stanley E. Parkhill, of Owasso, Mici.,
sig:ests a mîîethod which lie states, t the
PIarmacetical Emt, quite does away with
thtis mlost persistent and annintg phienom-n
enon in the distillation of liquids. It con-
sists in rouglhening the inside of the flask by
inascentt hydroiluoric acid. A small autount
of fluor spar is initroduced into the vessel
aloing ivitlh suiliecitt sulphuric acid, and tie
whole waried until action begiis. lI tite
course of a few minutes the vessel is eipitied
and thoroughly waslied, and is then ready
for tise. - [National Druggist,

PIIENOL Cm.LUI.oI. -Desesluelle recmui-
mends in the Re ertoire de Pharmacie titis
as a substitute for carb'jlated collodion in
surgical dressings. It is prepared hy dis.
solving guin cotton ii catimpho.phenique.
Wliein the solvent evaporitvs it leaves a thsin
hlin of the pyroxylin, whicl entirely covers
and protects the skin. The dressing is a
mîost beautiful and usefutl one.

According to the Scientifie American, a
nlew process for produciig aluminium oit a
commercial scale by electrolysis is as follows:
W'hen a miixture of cryolit and commuo salt
is electrolvzed at a temperature bclow 1000'
alumii umiiîttîi chloride is not foriied as the
c.uînmn sait. is decompused. At a higher
temperature, howiever, the sodium chloride
is reduced and aluminium deposited n cne
o. the electrodes.

'Tfuî ''ENîîSeCv OF Tiu TinrFs.-The fol.
loiwng is a take off on the tendency of the
average doctor to specify proprietary articles:

lt-01. Morrtute (1akor'â), f. oz. iii.
QI. acanite (Squibb't gran.), oz. i.
Aquze Lauro Cerasi (Cheris), f. oz, i.
Syr. Hlypop. (Fellows), f. oz. ii.
01. Menth. p. (Hotchkiss), qtt. x.
A1. (Jones' tilter), q. s. ad f. oz. viii.
Emuîlsifo in mortar (Vedgewood).
Put into vial (Whitall r. & Co.)
Cork (Armsstrong).
Label (Gast Lithogr. Co.)

Dose:--Tablespo<m (Mermod, Jace. & Co.) three
timm a1 day.tues m day. Asises.MAo~ss M.D.,

Phys. of the future.
TUF. CosiT or A PuianMuAcisr's Mi.sraîxe. -

A few iontts since, as was at the time ru.
lated in Thte ChOemist and Druggist, an acci-
dental poisoning case occurred at Passy
(Paris), whoreby M. Dupuy, aged 26, lost
bis life. The pharmacist, M. Norbert Gaume,
by sone unaccountable oversight, dispensed
opium pilla instead of the quinine prescribed
by the phsysician. HE soon discovered his
msistake, and tried to correct it, but not in
timo to save the patient. Last week the
pharmacist appeared before the Correctional
Tribunal, and was sentenced in three months'
imprisonmtentand 40,000f. damages towards
the widow Duptuy.

AN AuroMAric Duc'roîna. ia AcuisE.-It
is announiced that a Dutclh apothecary bas
taken out a patent Coran autonatic doctoring
machine. We do not look for jests froum
Holland, especially atong the droggists, and
indeed the project, as described, is quite
fcasibh.. The machine is shaped liko a man;
but titis signifi. s nothing bcyond advertise.
ment. It is divided itto compartments, each
bearing the label of soute disease above the
"slit;" a sufferer chooses that whiclt refera
to his complaint, drops in his ioney, and re.
ceives a pill, a powder, or a drauglht, suitable
to his case. It is a lovely iotion ln itself ; as
good as a gold mine <ir ever so much better
-and a work of phlilanthropy besides.
Myriads of our fellow-creatures who toil
through the day, inadequately supported by
the prospect of a pill for tea, would find
salace and strength renewed at cadi street
corner. The machine would bu serviceable
to ti State also. Huimati scillihas its limits,
and with ail that uniremitting conscientious.
nes vIich we gladly ackncowledge in the
medical profession, doctors cannot reduce
our surplus population as ai autonatic ala-
chine would do. That was well exemplified
in the case of the guillotine. It miay be
feared, however, on this very account, that
trade jealousies will oppose the introduction
of titis noteficent contrivance. We hope
that the public will put its foot down on tho
question. There is io greater.comfort for
the infiri than a pill if administered at the
psychological moment; and that mnoent
would occur hourly for thousands if an auto.
matic machine stood within reach.-[Evening
Standard.
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