
ON THE ANOÏMALIES 0F ll£,EDOBAI"TIS.

"euent want of unlforînity In the practice of
those who eslîouise k. For instance, one por-
tion tell us, that because maie infants were
circumcised among the Jews under the law,
therêlfure ail the infants of believers are to bie
baptized under the gospel; assigninir asa rea-
soli for extending iL to femaies, tliat in Christ
Jesus thiero i8 neither maie nor feinale, as if
luis hadl not always been a IruIth, for it illi
neot sîîrely hoe coutendcd that there were no
female believers in Christ tilt lie because in-
carnate. Vie believe there were inany such,
and r.heerfully number theîn svitli those of
ivhom, G>d lias -stid, Il Gatber miy saints to-
gether, those that have mnade a covenatit wilh
mne by sacrifice. " A seconîd part literally
balptize whole nations, irrespective ofafge, sex,
or character, and thus invert the order of tho
gospel, and tacitly proclaiîn, iu opposition to
Paul, tlîat Christ sent tlîein fot te 1îrc'acli the
gospel, but to baitize. A third sectiun ground
their practice on the possibility of tbere having
brven infanath in the households baptized by the
apostIes; but is not the probability rauch
greater, that thero ivere slaves or dtomes-ties
in such liousebolds? and then, uipon any otlier
8ystemn tlîan that of the baptist, it follows,
that these were tinbelievers, and as sucb mnusC
bave been baptized. Thus amn I told by one
that ail children are entitled to the ordiuance;
wlîilst another sava, nu; itLik to be adînînis-
tered only to the infant offsprimg of betievers.
1 ask, wlîiat is to bet under.,tood by the termn
believer ? and hetreagainia différencemarises, for
one says tbat the parent or parents munst be
boaide amember or mexabers of a Christian
church; wvbilst another consielers a inere at-
tendance ois the preachlinp of the gospel, and
tbe faith îimpliedby the presentation of a cbild,
as cnnstituting a faitb smufllcient jbr thds prir-
pose. Moreover, it is said that they are ai-
ready in the covenant of grace by virtue of
thecir connmexion witb their parents ; and
again, iL is nc less confidently asserted, that
it is bv the ordisiance iii question that they
are introduced iinto the cdiveuant, andl made
membsers of the visible kingdoin of Christ;
su that an interest iu tbat covenant which la
Il %eli ordered in ail things and sure" is made
to <lepeami o1 birth, or a mere outwvard cure-
mony. Anon, wben these same persons as-
cend the pulpit, and there define the character
of a, disciple of Jesus, and point ont the qual-
ificationîs a'nid duties of clhurch inciabers, al
this fanciful fabric, renred witb se mucîs appa-
renit ingenuity, is instantly demolished; for
the littie disciples are entirely tost sight of. and
tbey thea declare witb their baptiat brethren
that we become Ilthe children of God by
.failli in Christ .T(-us." Nor is a contrariety
of opinion confiîîed te the subjects, sp'eing a
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large majority coneur svith the Baptists as to
the mode, and inveigh against the introduc-
tion of spriuiklitbg, as an innovation much t.)
be deplored. IViereas, if you ask a Dut(-l
or an Euiglish, a Scotch or an Irish, an Ili-
dian or an Ainerîcasi baptiat, Nvbo ougbe ni
le- baptized, and in %Yhat mannier is it to lie
done, they -sitb one voice unanimnously de-
chère, believeis only are proper tiuldects, amil
immersion is tbe mode ; mio ditfreetce of
opinion is fonind Lu exist aiaong themn, arld
the reason ks dnubtless resoivable into a close
adlereare tu thse commission of Christ, and
ils excmpb:flcezion. in the Acts of the dposle.
Ilure, thon, let thern make a Iirrn stand,_
hiere let them concentrate ail their forme;
they occupy higli «round, froîn wlbence tley
caîs viesv the diversiliedland comhined airolie
beloiv, and frous this impregnable fortres
may they continue to repel thvir united a,;.
saults, for, clothed in this divine pauoiply,
and araned with these %veilpons of heaveule
texaper, Il0o10 shall chase a thonsand, aid
tîvo shail put ten tbousand to flighit." NVWb i 'on the contrary, the abetturs of infant bals
ti!îa are perpetually shilLing their groaiii,
nlow sallying forth froin this point, and theii
f1romn that; noiv defending this tottering rama.-
part, and then that; byivbitch it isabutid;itily

i naitifet, that "lthieir rock is riot as our rock,
our enemies theusselves being-judges." Tiare
is nue lnoving, it is true, svhat "stron.t reai-
sons" inay yet be brougbt forth ; but if 'vc
inay' judge of wvhat is to bie from wbat liaî
been, our opp)onutsL miy continue tu lace.
bratu, and announice bypotliesis after hypoth.
esis, %ve stili. reply-

'Oir stpady gomîls shahtl fiiar no ilor,
Thnu solid rocksi whea billoivs ruar"-

amui1 ask, hy svbat authority d> ye Luis thuit,
muid who gave' you this authority ? for proof,
irrefragable proof, bas beemi adduced again
anti again, that Il frion the beginning it %vas
neot s0. I

But, in refusing to baptize their children,
the Baptibtî are charged wvith svitholding frema
tbern an inestimable privilege, equivaleat 10
a want of concern for their future welfire,
Sometbing, like this I have lately met ialîli,
and beiug myseif a parent, 1 confess it lias
tourbed <ne in a very tender part. But 1
Nvould ask, ivbat does the paedobaptist for
lus cbildren, iii conformity %vith the mvil! of
God, that the baptise dlues not? Dots lie
pray that, the seuls of bis children may li
precious la tbe sigbt of bis heavemly Fatl;er-
tbat lie wvould pour ont bi Spirit u1boil Ili
seed, amîd bis blesing- upoxis li-,rm -
doua lia say, Il 0 that Ishinael might live iaF
fore God ?"' so does bi-, brother. ý'Does Ille
for-mer exibatiate on1 the comnipa..eion of Ilini
w% ho bas baid, c'il love tînmn thiat In1ve loi


