
jîmI> 900T PRINTER AND PUBLISIIER

opinion, we beLieve, was quite in accord with dite jury.
The *1discretion " which makes such a resuit possible in
cases wiîiclt are peculiarly within file province of a jury, and
whmch is productive of such glaring uniairness in the
apportionment of fle costs, is a " discretion " ivluch iill
stand legislative rcvision. There is good reasc n to belteve
that the verdict would flot have been as it was, if it had for

r. a moment been supposed that the recommendation as to
costs wouid have been disregarded.

MNuch more might bi.. said on the points suggested by
The Monetary Times which affect suitors generally. Mie
prescrit system or taxation in the courts, for example, is, in
many respects, an unrighteous system. It i5 100 mucb the
creature and slave of precedients whose usefulncss is gone.
But enough has been said to show that the iaw on these
questions of «"judicial discretion," fair comment, and costs
in libel actions is not wbat it ougbt 10 be. The disposition
or some of the courts to override verdicts, and ta substitute
a judge for a jury, who are the only legal arbiters in sucli
cases, is openl t0 grave question. It is not in the public
interest, and should bc strongly discouraged. It is about
time, too, that a jury, who have the largcst possiblc powers
in deciding whether a persan is libe!cd or not, should have
some voice in the determination of the costs, cspecially
when they award the complainant a nominal or contemptu-
ous sum for damages. A jury's recommendation is seldom
ignored in a criminal case, howcver insignificant. Wbhy
should it be in ami action for libel, against a ncwspapcr,
whicb, in honestly criticizmng the acts and conduct of per-
son% in public positions, is discharging a public duty, in te
interests and for the beneti j the public ?

C. H. G;ibbons, late of The Victoria Colonist, wtt)
recently joined The Vancouver Province is doing good
work in his new position. li{c lias got the paper's artist to
introduce a ncw feamtme in 'British Columbian journalism-
illustrate in a humnorous fashion passiig events.

A PROGRESSIVE NeliSPAPfIR.

VTe Union Advocate, a Newcastle, N.B., weekly lneils-
paper, appears imn an cnlarged form. Fromn a four linge
paper it lias grown imita a newsy and well.printed paper of
cight pages. A nuw dress or type ail titrougli inîproves it
greatly in appearance . and flice contents arc briglit and
inîeresting mn ilevs and editorials. lis publisliers, A,îslow
Bras., are to be complmmented upon titeir progressivencss.
In its present state it should add miny other rcaders 10 thîe
S,oo and morte who take Avantage of itc pages now.

.4 IINT TO SUDS CRIERS.

It is often liard to know exactly ltow to, word a dunmîing
notice to subscribers throughi the columns of one's paper.
Mr. Thompson, of 'l'ie Thorold Post, words bis notice in a
good-humnored way, reminding bis subscribers that 'lie
Post does not ofîcît indulge in notices of tbis kind, and
pointing out, without inciviiity, that a féw peciple seem t0
consider their newspaper the last tÈ'ing to bu paid for. Ile
winds up witb dt offer to pay $ioo iir a recipe witereby a
paper may be conductud mn a b)usînesslik- mnanner ami the
proceeds of accounts ivbich are neyer paid.

SA LES OF SIJNDA Y PA PERS.

The WVoodstock Sentinel.Reî'iew bas taken a courageous
stand regarding the actinn of the local authorities of thie
Lord's Day Alliance in prohibiting ite sale of Sundaý
newspapers at the Grand 'lrunk Railway station in tuit
town on Sunday. It dcclares that whiie local opinion ts
flot in favor af doimîg anything improper on Sunda», it is
questiotiable whether lie sale of Sunday pa;iers on Suiiday
would be called improper. It further declares titat the
Alliance cannaI prevent the sale of Suîîday paliers ami
trains, and that whteîlier the public slbould bc prevented ifar
24 hours frorn getting important uiews of te warld during
a perind of anxicty is douhtful.
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