
INSURANCE & FINANCE CHRONICLE. SEPTENIBER 15, 189)5

ANNLTAL CONVENTION 0F THE STANDARD
LIFE ASSURANCE STAFF.

The animnal gathering of the officiais of the Standard
I.ife Assurance Comnpany is easily lb-st aîaaongst meet-
ings of titis class as a tinie in wvhich pleasure and profit,
utirtit and wisdlom arc nhost happily bletided. T!e
geniality of Gesîcrail Man«isager Ranîsay diffiîsedl its glow
ibrotigitt those who wcre privilegeci to be presesit a*
any of the business or social naeetitngs. On the 31St
July list thie inaugural gatheritig took place nt the
office of the Comnpany, %where, after recciving a cordial
welcoitte, and e-xclaauigiing nauitual courtesies, a discus-
sion was carric-d on regardiaîg field work, agents, etc.
Thbe followiig agents, and other officiais of the Stand-
ard, %vere prcsent* Messrs. S. Ransay, C. Hua ter, A.
Shiortt, G. Hl. Allen, A. Gillean, W%. Buchner, W. C.
Walker, G. *M. Hutnt, J. F. Martin, J. J. !-ianratty, G.
Maclcan, J. S. Sinith, F. W. Doran, I. A. Mill, G. P.
Payne, W. E. Finidiay, E. H. Brown, W. C. Austin, S.
S. Davis, J. W. Kerr, J. A. Downs, L. E. Perey, E.
Chamîpagne, L. D. Hudffon, F. W. fZates, jun., S. Wilson
Drum.

A fier lunclîcon the w'le party were taken by 1%r. J.
Huttou Balfour, superintendent of agencies, for a tour
arouinc tie city in ain open electric car, whicli proved a
very en)joyabille, as it was a novel, experience. 'The first
day was wouiid Up by a dinner at St. Lawrcnce Hall,
%vhcere " iilnie Iiost," Mr. Hogaa, presented a menu even
above the standard of this famous house. The post
prandial procecdings of speeches, songs, and violin
solos by Herr Walther were very greatly enjoyed.
During the eveing '.\r Ramnsayw~as present ed by the
field staff w-itla a hiaîdsoîne silver cibar case. On the
ist Augulst, tlic business of tlie convention was agaîni
opeîicd, wlicni interesting essays on field work and on
agcnicy work c'erc rend by .esss. G. H. Allen, of
Kingston ; J. J. Haii. .cy, Pecterborouîgh ; G. IN. Hunt-
Toronto: anid Alfred Slaortt, Halifax ; w'hich were
anutcli coirmncnded. Viien Mr. G. M. Hunit canvassed
Mr. J. F. MaIrtiin of Paris, and xnany interesting points
%vere brouglit out, qand the discussion wvas bothi instruc-
tive and suggestive. Tfli most enjoyable feature of
tlîe animai gatlacring this year, was a visit paid by the
officiais of tlîc Stanîdard to the Gencral léanager's
bcautiftul country residerice " Danator," at Beacons-
fkid. I3csides tliose dircdy coiiinected with tRie Stand.

there werc scvcral otRier gucsts, amongst tiient
being Nlr. R. J. I>aulR, geuceral manager of tie Ocean
Accident & Guaraaatec Corporation, tu .,iomi tie occa-
sion -,vas thic most agrceable incident in lais visit to
Canada. ruîose whlo know wlîat a perfect lîost Mr.

anayis iii xuakig a conapaiîy thoroughly happy
lnec iiot be tld liow iittensely enjoyable ivas the visit
to Ik.acotisfield. MNrs. Ramisay too woni aIR liearts by
lier chiarining gcîiiality. Sitc Nras prcscnted withi a
:1itidsoliie bouquet as a token of te 1igh. appreciation
lier gucsts felt for lier kiîîdly coxartesies.

Tlîe Stindartd is oiie o! the niost solid and popular
of life ilisuraîîce coinpaicis. Its accunîulated funds
aire about 4o illions of dollars, of which ovcr xiz
millions arc invested in Canada. Its revenue in t894

wvas $5,140,000. 'te extetît of its Canadiaa iinvest-
mnîts inakes it iii a very especiai maanncer associated
withi titis couaatry. as it is witRa evcry British colo:iy,
for wlierevcr tîte Ituperial flag flies, bliere is thc Stani-
dard fouxd,-a double synibol and source of protection
and security. White thc co:iipaniy is fortuinate in
haviag a staff of agents coanplosed of meni who take
laigla rank iii business circles, wl'Ro forni a corps of re-
prescaîtatives worthy bbc cîinent Comîpany they serve
so faitlafülly anid ivell, the officiaIs are to be congra-
tulated on liaving so worthy and so popular a cliie! as
Mr. W. M. Ramnsay.

'Wlien tlie cornpaîîy wvas asscriiblcd on tlie lavn at
Beaconsficld, Mr. Spencer Ramisay produced lais kodak
and took a ', stiap sîtot." Thiis pliotograph portrait
group we liave lîad reproduccd, and have the pleasure
of presenting a copy witla tlais itiinaber, to comme-
anorate the above event.

TIRE BANIXERS' ASSOCIATION MEETING.
The ain* meeting of the Canadiati Bankers' Asso-

ciation iras hield last wveek iii the Legisiative Asscm-
bly, Qucbec, whlicli liad beeta courteously grapted by
the local goverrnmett. TRie gatlaering coînprised tîxe
managers and other officiais of batiks front tiais city,
Toronto, and otlier cities. Tie visit of tîe Association
to Quebec was signalized by a reception given to, and
in lionior of tlae anenibers, by Mrs. bicDougal, wife of
bue general mniager o! tlac Quebec l3ank, which w-as a
]argely attended and niost plcasing event. At tixe
opening meeting the Coininittee on prize essa3's
aanouticed the folloiig awvards :-For best Essay,
"On tue cause of tic dechine ln bue value of prodtcts,
indicating to wvhat extenit lb lias affectcd the geucrai
welfare of Canada," the fat-st prize of $zoo %vas given
to Mr. R. J. Gould, Bank o! Toronto, Toronto ; the
second prize ofS56o, to MIr. C. F. Deai, Baaik of British
Nor-th America, Monltrcal. On this subject the follow-
iag batik officers reccived " honorable mnition," riz.,
Messrs. J. B. Peat, Bankc of Commnerce, Toronto -F.-
Wolfcrstan Thiomas, jr., Mýolsoxis BaiMontreatl; F.
McDougall, Mercliaits Batik, Sackville, àK.B. ; G.
Watson, Iniperial Batik, Toronto; and D. M. Stewart,
Bank o! Commnerce, 'Montrent. For the best Essay,
" Oa tlae resources of tlac Province ixa whlai the irriter
o! tue essay resicles ;" the fit-st prize ivent bo 'Mr. F. M.
Black, Batnk of B3ritish Columubia, Vancouver; the
seconad, o! $40, to Mr. T. J. Slierînan, M'\erclianits Ban!,
Fredericton, N.B. "'Honorable mntîion " for papers
on biais subject w-as awarded to 'Messrs. J. H. F-ergtisons,
IMerciaauts Bank, Charlottetown; H. J. P. Ecl.ardt,
Mercliants Batik, WVinnipe-g ; D. M. Sanson, H. V. T.
Jones, and H. A. Hutnter, Batik of Commnerce, Toronto.

At tlie dinnier tesidered tlie visitors b3- tbc local
banks, i-et-y adnairable speeches were ,jiade by Mr. B.
Z. \Valker, presidetat of- bue Associationa ; Mir. George
Hague, ex-presideit ; Mr. F. WTolferstan Thiomas;
Mr. Coa-ncll, of Bluffalo; anîd Sir Adolphe Caront, îvho
book occasion to assure thc batikers that tlie Federal
Governiiexat iras «'soiid " for a gold basis for currcucy,
and anxious, wlaen any opportiiity offered, to be of
ser-vice to banking interests.


