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MACBETH.

liE play begins mvith the appearance of the "Three Weird,
WTmn~on the darkz moorland near Forres, -whieli the

-%vild weather and fire hlave blasted, and over whiehi, as
Maliclbethi and Banquo enter, a storm is passing Nvîth-

thiunder, lighitning and rain The day lias becxî fair before their.
toining, now it is foul, and in the foi weathier are those -whlo
hiave mnade it to suit thieir wickied -work.

Thius -we are brouglit into the dark atmnosphiere of the play,
as darkz without as it is within the seuls of the cliaracters. Nig"lit
and tempest pervade the play. Dunean dies in a storm. Banquo
perishies lu the night, in the ni-lit luis ghlost arises. Lady Mac-
beth -%valhs wvith lier conscience by nighit ami (lies before the
daw'n. Macbethi and shie slay thezir guest in the nighlt, and cry
to the niglit at every darki dee.d tlîey do bo hide thecir guilt ançI
to assist it.

Only one othler eleinent of imagination is stronger in the
play - that whielh drenchies it wvith blood. Evcry seene is crun-.
son -with it; it is likze the garînents in lsaiah i's battie, rolled in
blood. ?iýlaebethi's imagimation incardadines w-itli 1)100( the imiti-
tudinous sens. Nio Arabian perfuie -%vili swectcn a-way front
Lady Maebetlu 's hands the suneil of Duncan 's blood. Tcmpest
and terror. blasted lighiting, and evcrywh iere the sceut aud
sighit of bloo.? are the eutward iimge of the iuward life in the

îlcrd~ister;p." and the unurderers.
The drcadful darkness of the play, spiritual audl pliysical, is

dcepened at the beginuing by the supernatural proplîccies Nvhich .

contain inu them the slaughter of the Xiuig. macbetiies seul is
at euie -%vith the teuupest and the blasted heatlî. and the silper-.
natural. cry. To Banque t'ae day is the ordinary lliguland d1ay,
and the -witelies are not supernatural. lIc is the saine wl.cn lic
icavves the licati as -%leui lie entered it. Macbeth is net. There
is that now iii his soul wivihl drives liiuui as Iiiiiuger drives
thue beast of prcy. ]le carnies it w-iti lîiîîu througli lus initeriviewv
wvit.h the King, -whoec its urging is quickzened by the King ap-
Pointing ]lis son lier to the crowuî. whcere its teîuptation is lziudled.
hute c tion by Duncan's saying tlîat lic -ivill stay the igh-t. at:
Invernecss. The opportunity lias conic. Ile rides iii front of the.
king -%'ith murder in lus licart -

"Stars, ic youir fires,
"Lot not lighit sec my black and decp dets i r es."

Into tlîat grcy *we"r]d of the supernaturai wlîieli mille ;r


