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yet the sweet star af home stili shone befare
mie, and i was sure there was a m-ay ta it, had
1 but the sense ta find it out. Uttcrly weary, 1
fell asleep, and 1 think rny intest idea was that
ive should charter a raomy van, and wandcr
aver the czauntry sketching and scribbling, with
na rent ta pay and nothing ta bother us! Then
the thauglit occurred, ' What would the girls do
wlien 1 was an a Gamping engagement, and
couid flot be there ta pratect thent?' 1 believe
1 %vas establishing a iovely and lavable bulidog,
af angelic temper, uncqualied ferocity, and
preternatural ugliness, as yaur guardian, and
having yau instructed in the use ai ait equally
trustvorby six-shooter, wben 1 felu inta a sound
sleep. wbich lastcd tilt morning.

" Has it ever happened ta yau that, when
yau are on the point afi wakip)g, an idea enters
your head, just as if sometbing externai ta,
yaurseif had put it there? It has bappened ta
mie mare than once in an emergency, and bas
aliways suggested a course ai action which i
liad nat thought ai previously. But nevcr had
the impression been sa powerful as an tbi4 par-
ticular niorning. 1 awaoke ta the fuli cansciaus-
ness tlîat 1 arn the possessor ai a landed estate !
Yuu need not laugh. It is quite true. Mly
ma:her's grand-uncie, an eccentric aid gentle-
mnan, leit bis muinous bouse, situated an the
coast of Carnwall, ta my mother and ber des-
cendants.

«IAt the time af aur great troubles, after dear
father's death, I tried ta seli it, :)ut found that
it %-as s0 left that it cauld not be sold, even ifia
purcbaser could bc found. Once the thought
arase that ive might live there, and 1 %-rote ta
aId Ilengelley, the caretaker, ta inquire if tbe
bouse v-as habitable. Such an account af it as
1 received in rcturn ! The nation oi ltving in

scha plce wauid bave sent me inta tits oi
laugb:r had laughter been. possible in those
sad times. Tht .etter was wd.tten by the schoal-
mastcr, but dictated by Pengciley. There %ras
not a raam fit ta live in but the stane-flagged
kitchen, and that was damp and drauÈh:y, anid
gave 1dm and the oid woman the * rbeumatics.'
-rbere werc twa tumbledawvn bedraams wbere
he and bis inissis and theit; son and bis wife
slept, but they vte haxdly f t for Christians, lt
alone ladies; and tbere %vas notbing cise that
bad a sound roof on it, except tbe barn. The
notion ai taking yaur delicately-nurtured little
mnother ta sucli a place vas simply preposter-
ous. There w-asalso the neccssity oieducating
you two girls and fltting yau, white your mother
lived, ta tarm yaur awn bread, for bier incarne
ceae.d at ber death, -and she was sa crushed by
bier troubles that 1 (eared site would flot iast
long.

I 1 as at my %vitse end ta know what ta do,
when I had the first ai those hali-waking in.
spirations that 1 aliuded ta. The .result vas
tbat yau and Sylvia vent ta that excellent
schooi at Hastings, where your mother was re-
ccived as a lady boarder and spen: the last
eight years ofilber lufe peaceiully. 1 mcanwhile
entcred as a probationerat Guy's, where: I found
rny v ocation, tbough it is only nov that 1 arn
beginning ta reap the harvest tbat 1 bave been
soxing ail these years ; it is only nov that 1 see
my vay in making a home for rny sistérs and
niysclf. Yau, you dear sensible girl, have sîack
like a brick-excuse slang; 1 pick it up among
medical students-yes, like a brick, ta your un-
congenial work during the four years since yoar
mother dicd. 1 cati praise you for your steadi-
ness vithout casting an dispraisc upon dear
little Syliia. lndecd t vas no wonder that
she should ifly front the . re chtd position of an
under-teacher in a second-rate scbool, when site
sav a passibilitv af earning ever so poor a liv-
ing by the pra&tice af bei adored art. 1 aaly
blante ber for flot baving demanded help front
me.

Il'%ithou:. a word ta Sylvia about my landed
praperty, 1 set off an my travels. 1 ieft my
chiid with everything ta n-ake hier happy,
vamnely, picnty ofibooks, sufficient maney. and
a lovely Persian cat What more tan she
wattîilSbe does no% cart for Prince Charmning,
and 1 don': tbink site knaws the address o(thât
dangerous aid dactar, sa mny mind is at case on
that score.

44Well, dowr hetre 1 came, and 3ron have
already bad a description ai the old rin as

sccn with My cyts, in ccntrast with those ai
David Pcngeiley.

IlYou wili naturaily, ask bow it wn's that
David P. did flot mrntion tbis noble aid baill
as ane ai the habitable parts af the bouse. 1
had alrcady seen the kitchen, andi sundry re-
flections hadicrossedrmy mmd. 'Umpli! Not
so vcry bai. Rather dark, but with good fires

yes-i ihdo Cold stone floor; well,
thick cocaanut-mattnng, camiortabie chairs, a
large scrccn-yes, young folk rather like rough-
ing it sometimes. But bov when tbe nov eity
is worn off?'

I a wn that niy heart feit rather beavy as 1
turned ta Pengeiley and r ueted bim ta showv
me tht bedrooms. lIn order ta reach these
moins we hati ta pass througb ilbe bail. 1
gazed in astonisbment and admiration arounti
the beautiful aid room, Sa niagnificent even in
allits diri and squalor. 'Wby, Pengelley, i.'hat
do you cail this? 1 ciemanded indignantly, for
1 couid flot but suspect him ai wilful diception.
'This bere be the barn, muni,' hie repiied, with
such utter simplicity tbat my suspicions van-
ished at once. ' Eh, but it be a whishit gousty
aid plc1 Il think it a ver>' beautiiol aid

plce I bservcd. ' Weil, now, do 'ce, though?
That do sim rumrnish ta 1. Them bits ai
colored glass be pretty, 1 dare say-; but tht
pillum-dust-' iayeth so thick upon lcm you
can't bardiy sec 'cm.'

"Enotigh ai Pengelley. Ierhaps you wili
make bis acquaintance by-and-by, and you viii
study him for yourself and put b:m in a book.

"l Vith reneweti hope 1 returned ta the vil-
lzge inn.

I b ave been here for a week. I have sent
for an architect, wbo is aise a surveyor and
buder, ad hie bas ghen me an estimate ni
the cost ai aIl needful 'repairs, whicb bie is rendy
ta undertake at a day's notice.

I b ave tak-cn counsci whth an uphalzterer,
wbo is aise a cabinet-maker, and, luckily for
me, bas tisthetic views. WVe bave rumniageti
ail aver the dismanticd raoms, and bave sat in
judgtnent -.n every fragment ai antique (urni-
ttrc that we cauid unearth, and 1 bave in black
and white the probable cost, within a iew
pounds, af repairing tht soliti and ancient
wood-wark, and ai flnding for the motb-ea-en
tapcstry a vmr far substitute from the many
imitations with which the a'sthctic craze bas
supplied us.

"The bouse is but on a cliffl within a fetw
hundred yards afi ha precipitaus edgc, front
whicb yau look doav upon the stormn-tassed
vaves cf tht Atlantic. Landward there is a
vide vit-w over deszlate but picturesque moor-
land, and a striait tract ai ancient forest, wbere-
in we have the right ta cui wood, as we aiso
have-by virtue ai being possessors af Tregar-
thau Haii-sundry rigbts ai pasturage and
turbary-whbich means liberty ta cut turf or
peat-upon tht muer. IlFor tht rest, there
are a wilderness that was once a garde;, an
archard fou cf gnarled aid trees, andi a sntaii
meadow. Tht minous bouse and itbis strait
ntodicum of landi are ail that we possess. The
village. inhabitet cbiefly b>' fisher-fÔik, lies
snugiy in a woodeti combe about bahf a mile
froin the bouse.

"In the i.eat little parlor of- the village inn,
looicing out upon a garden filieti with.sweet-
sccnted flawers, 1 bave spent my ceveinsn
calculating the thousand and anc items tha
viii be required ta make us camiartable in tht
aid bouse. 1 btlitve 1 bave included, evezy-
thin een ta t purchase ai a caw, wbich

wil cera conoimy, as we have tht pamt.,ge.
1 find 1 can do it ail, and still have enougit tn
keep us aftoat tilt Match.

41By that tine 1 shah be free ta rturn ta
'l'mi The days viii be longer, andi you two
dear chiidren *iii have become accastometi ta
tht solitude. Yon wiU have had turne te senti
saine stadies ta the mragazines, anti Sl!via znay
have disposeci ai soMe pot-boliers. 1 don't like
the notion c£ pot-bôbers for ber, pour darling,
but they wiii at least be better titan Christmas

"Vou must not =~ppose that 1 ams cleyer
enougit ta do ai this ont of the Earl's cheque,
tbough vithaut that 1 could nor have attcXnpted

i.Ie tuth is that 1 have been saving moncy
ever since 1began toearn ay. My first de-

posit was anc pound in the savings-bank, and
1 vas as proud ai it as a lien that bas laid an
cgg; oniy 1 did not cackle about it. i hiave
gane an adding ta it, year by year, and, thank
Ileaven, my littie hoard bas never been dis-
turbed.

'lI have na: written the %whole af this letter
in the hall a: ont sitting ; it bias been continuell,
day by, day, or rather niglit by nigit, bere in
the parior ofithe insi.

Il It will be despatchei b>' tue next pas:, -ani
ta-morraw 1 shafl leave. 1 hope ta receive
yaur ultimatum wvithin a week. Consider ail
tht pros and cons carcial>', anti do nothing
rasb. There's ane thing 1 largo: ta mention-
we shalh not be able ta keep a servant, but mus.
do aIl aur domnestic work ourseives.

"lThat wiil nu: hurt us, and you anti Sylvia
~.will iearn tht mysteries of bousckeeping ait the
more quickly) for takingan active part in bouse-
hold duties. I amnagoad cookhaving stutiied
caokery as a nccessary part ai my> profession,
and 1 hope yau wiii be apt pupils.

"lNow, 1 have said my say, and a preciaus
long sa>' it bas been. 1 give you twa days tu
read it, twa days ta consider it, andi tva days ta
write yaur answer, which 1 shail expect ini a
wcek.

Ever, dearest Isabel, your loving sister,
CONSTANCE CON1OY

Miss Canroy founti a telegram awaiting lier
in London. It containcd these yards-

4Yes-a thausand times yesi1 Don't lose a
momnent. Gloriaus emancipatian !

CHAPÎER Il.
Ail this occurreti at tht latter end ai Septern-

ber, and on Christmas Day thet :ree sisters
were in tht full enjoynment ai their picturesqut
aid home. Isabel bad arrived oniy twa days
previously, but tht aibers had been ladging in
tht village white the repairs were going an, the
eider sopcrinîending tht wark, tht younger
vandering about a: bier ava sw-eet %viii, recov-
ering ber strength andi tht bloom; ai ber fair
yau.ig chetits, and painting a real>' iovely pic-
turc af rocks andi sandy shore, witi a quaint
little fisher-boy "I ooking out lor father's boat,"
wbich site duiy sent ta tht friendi>' doctar, and
recciveti sa varm a letter ai tiianks andi praise
that it almast muade ber feci conceiteti.

On this evcntfuI Christmas morning, cvery-
thing: uithin and wvithout seemeti ta enhance tht
cnjoymnt ai tht sisters sa happil>' re-uniteti.

Such a storm aIs raging as hati not been
knovn for rnany years, even on ibat îempcst-
beaten shote. It bad been Preiudtd by a suc-
cession ai chose awful roiiing x-aves trhich, ap-
pearing vithout warning, Tender tht wxestern
coast so dangeraus. But the hurricane made
no more impression on tht massive walîs and
solid rooi of1 'the aid mansion titan upon tht
firm rock on whicb it vas builL Tbe snawv
%as dasheti in drifs agains: tht windows anti
iay heaped up on the broati silis, obscuring tht
iight, but ani>' making tht bright ia: &es front
a glorious vood fire gleam with increascd cheer-
fulness upon ail vithin its influence. And in-
deeti it would be diflicult ta finti a mare
thoroughly cornfortablt roont titan that aid
hail, natwatbstamding its barn-Iikec dimension:;
anti the scantiness ofi ts furniture. With a few
exception;, thti latter ail belongexi ta tht mena-
vatet antique ; but NMiss Conro>' hati donc bier

spiriting jodiciously, and everything vas toneti
down ta tite sombre grayolt age. Oniy one
spot ai brighter color vas visible, andti dat vas
t'fi uld scretn with tny liavesl whicb bati
been repaireti anti covereti witb reti bzize.
Sprtad ou: in front 0'i te fise-place, but far
enougit ta enclose the space of a ntoderate-
simeti rocin, it conctitrattd tht wandz andi
iigbt, andi formeti a perfect oasis of comfort.

Within the cbarmed circle stood a substantial
square table; tht aid sofa fine, iooking grimt
wnth age, yet matit luxuriaus by ntcaus ai
springs andi ail the ati af mnodern. ophalstery,
extendeti hself inviting>' on the side necaresi
ta tht windows, baskrng ini the waxmth and
partially sheltered by tht screft.

Tht sowtd of the waves as they brake i fbry
upon tht base of the rock, imingled with tht
bowling of dt vtinti, anlyrnade tht interior
seem mare peaceful. Mmt firligbt danceti


