—————r—

AMHERST GAZETTE

or no_Prohibiti ftis

1 enclose & clipping from Tuesday’s
Halifax Herald which should be of in-
verost 1o large number of your read-
o, Twast it will appear in your
next issue.

Denpennis.
Watitax Herald.

The public press informs us that on |
e 20k of September a plebiscite is
0 be taken on the question of prohib- |
ton. This is & matter of sufficient
1 mpartance 1o justily a few serious ob-
sorvations.

The issue is one of vital importance |
o the maticn, and it involves several
“hor asswes which are, perhaps, more
impartant than the question of prohi-
Wivion rself

Upem corwain points there will bo no |
diffcronce  of opinion among worthy |
wnd high minded men and women. |
The use of intoxicating drinks consti- |
wtes & serions evil in this conntry and |
inall other ocuntries, and anything |
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nothing less than liberty of opitiion
and freedom of speech. .

E havé no hesitation in admitting
frankly that the arguments for and
against prohibition are not all on one
side. On the contrary a great deal
may be uzged in favor of both and it
is only by a fair, full, frank and manly
discussion of the question that the
great mass of people will be able to
form a sound and wise judgment.

But the advocates of Prohibition
have adopted a system of terrorism in
regard to the discussion of this ques-
tion which is fatal to all just deliber-
ation and is intended to gag the ex-
Eression of public opinion.

Let me give illustrations. The Rev
Geo M. Grant, one of the ablest, one
of the purest and one of the most
broad minded clergymen in the Do-
minion of Canada, has ven i
if as his opinion that prohi
not prohibit, and that the adoption of
prohibition now would be nothing less
than a national calamity. That hix
motives in himself thus

which could mi or p
this evil would be an enormous step in
the divection of reform .

But another thing ‘it is equally ini-
portant 19 boar in mind, and that is
that s pn may have the highest
moral instinets, the warmest patriotic
impulses, and still find ample reason
for mot voting for national prohibition
I any one atter due ard impartial in-
vestigation, has reached the conclusion |
that the ensctment of & measure to |
probibit the manufacture, importation
wnd sale of all intoxicating beverages
wonld he . means of stopping immor-
alivy and adeancing the national mor-
wlity, he wonld certainly be justified |
im woting for it.  But, equally clear is
the duty of any person who believes
that the ennctment of such a measure
wonld only load to « magnification of
whe evils which it sought to - destroy,
wonid introduce chaos were some sort
i system now prevails, would engend-
or comtempt for law, hypocrisy, and
caricms doadly forms of crin

Ay person believing this is bound
10 g0 10 the polls and vote against it.
s safe wsay that as many good
wen in this country believe in the
Jast propasition as in the first.

But there has arisen in connection
with this matter a question f greater
importance than the immediate one of

were the highest and best, no person
who is not a fool or a bignt could doubt
yeu ehristian ministers and the religi-

®t break of day
and frequently
_ wor the
gight by lamtera-
light
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o ee

ysically ai the outset, and if he
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malaria or |
eri th rheumatism. Dr. Pierce’s
Medical Discovery isthe best of al
icines for hard working nien
e ik makes the appetite keen and
ion perfect, the
i purc and rich with the life-

ving clerients of the food, and the nerves
s 1t builds firm
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rial and It is an un.
failing cure for “l.“i:l,“.-d i
An honest will not try to
l-:— inferior 44 sake of &
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ous press have had the im-
pudence to charge iiim for this frank
expression of opinion with being the
confederate of rum sellers und the abet-
ter of crime. Such tactics are unwor-
thy of the worst days of the Spanisa
Inguisition.

Ouly a few days ago Dr Allison,
president of Mount Allison College,
and one of the most clear-headed and
high-minded jmen in the Methodist
body, also took the liberty on a suit-
able oceasion of expressing a doubt as
to the remedial quaiities of prohibition.
What'was the result? A storm of in-
tolerant  abuse coupled with veiled
threats that he would be driven from
his position as president of the college.
Tt had the effect of inducing Dr Al-
lison to write « disclaimer which was
far less creditable to him than his
original declaration. It was unheroic
yielding to an impudent terrorism
which ought not to be tolerated for a
single moment in a free country among
self-respecting people.

This terrorism has had its effect.
It prevents good men, high minded
men and thoroughly earnest men from
expressing a candit opinion upon the
subject. _If this candid opinion was
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the stomach, liver and bowels.
Mcdicine stores sell them, and have no
‘other pills that are *“just as good."”

Genuine Bargains.

Come to H. A. Hillcoats and see the

BARGAINS

in Furniture. Parlor, Bedroom and
Dining Suites very low—Centre Tab-
les, and Rocking Chairs (new goods)
selling at cost—Handsome baby caf-
riages very cheap. New and second-
hand Pianos, Organs, and Bicycles,
Come before the best goods ar
gone. Genuine Bargains
J. A. Dickey,
Assignee.
P. S.—Balance of carpets to be sold
regardless of cost,Some nice ones

hand. x
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