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BLOOD,
ifl/ Gitzettt.

;rtcd in the Me
vanned by Dr.

Rt*Tf n«, rtfifivtllr.)? the tfrectt of ionie of the nentral

m!(i 03 the blood, Lave ratural!« directed atteniion

to this point, atn time n'hen tbi' fuiliiie of allorilina-

ry method* of treatment in Ch<>l«rii bin alinnKt una-

voidably led praclitior.crg to inquire, wlietlu-r tlieic

to-yet any untried expedient wiiicl'i tni^lit by possi-

bility b« u.itful. About a m-^'Uh u;o. baviu; piMcu
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dra\''u bioiicl, j mix-
obtaininp; Ihu ii:nv

red Kucressive supplie* ol'ncwlv
tditwilh different i^nhstancts,

^vtll-known general result of reiulcrinjj; llie fl.iid dark
ftad thick by means of »tio:>K «ciJs. mil of a bni^lxt

»Ciu-'ct !t/ means ilf the neutral «.il(s. The tiiiusiiioii

fi'om thuMiuIenahueofvoiMius to a vi-nniii- n tv.icwi-

C»?»ng tliiit of arterial blood, is ceitainly a li'miirlculilc

pTieiiomcnon; and those pri'sent agreed, th.i' if any
tbing ««ai to be hoped for fi-nni elFcctiiig a siinilar

chaii>;e in ur;;ent cascft of ClioltTa, it was most ra-

tionally to lie attempted by direct iiiji'Ction into the

Tcin«— a process which Mr. Arnoit und^'rlcoU t •

perform, photild circumstances occur to render the

j^PncecdinR fvasiibie,' &c. &c
The above letter was written by Dr. Macleod ;

ftnd it i» to be regretted tint tbi.'* proposal was not

*ooner put into practice , for if it had, tlicre is little

rfoubt tlial many individuals would have been saved

who have since fillen victims to the dmease. I'ut,

unfortunately, the benefit which has since been deri-

ved from the saline treatment was prevented for ft

tiraej partly by acircum^itance alioaoy r ferred to ;

for the EdUor ofthc iMi'dico-Cbir. Review not only

denied tnv statements in the public journals, but he

candidly "confesses th.at previously to their publica-

tion he had senia copy of the Trinidad documents to

l3r O'S .for the express purpose, .is he says, of pre-

rcntinc; this gentleman from leaning to my side.

'J'he propo.tal for iiijectiiia; a saline fluid into the

rein* was first put in pn'.ctice by Dr. Latta, of

J^eitb. We are not informed at what date it was
fir«t tried; but the letter commnnicatinq: the first in-

formation on this subject to the Central IJoaid of

Health is dated T.eitb.' May I5lh. 18.32. The result

of Dr. L::tfa's experiments is well known. It has

a'sri !)cen since (lied by others. In these also there

lias been some recoveries*, and several deaths; but

J sincerely trust th.m the fiilnres in fulure will be

less frequent. The -Mbiimen which has been used is

Jiltocethor unnecessary, for the blood in Cholera has

mnr;' (rinsisfence than the blood in health. The
«har"i-p'^inted si'vei" instrument whieh is generally

uttached to Read's nppiratus is too sharp at the

piint to be introdnred with sa'ety into a vein; and

my coiniction is. also, th.it the sa'ine fluid which has

been used is too Hrn'e ii ninntity and not snfficient-

Irsfrons;; andthis, in all probabili'v, has been one

chief cause of the many failures We know it to be

a fact, that when animals are killed in a state of ex-

bsuation. or immediately after they have been taking

very hard exereiset, a very lar^e "portion of salt is

then required, on purpose to preserve them from the

putrefactive process, and when the blood, as i n

Cholera, i« not merely deficient in saline matter, but

is also in a diseased condition from other cause. It

is then essentially necessary not onlv to supply the

blood witk the natural saline ingredients which it

has lost, but to tbrfiw into the torrent k lar^«r yv^
portion than usual, for the purj>osc of enabling it ff.

resist the destructive effects of the morbid poison'

1 hnihjectioii, however, of ssline fluids dircetlj-

iiito tl'.o blo[\i is a* yet only in its infancy. I Ivav*

n I daubt that i: will be the means of »aving many
livi's ; but it wilt seldom be required where the pa*

tients are seen early iti the disease, and proprrlv
trcatLd ; consequently, where one individual will

be preserved fioin Cholera by this operation, a llion-

sand will be s.iveJ by the internal use of the ener-
getic nonpurgative salts. Tbcr.* is one point of

view, however, in which I consider Dr l.atta's ex*
p.rimfnts as possessina; an intense value—and that

18, inasmuch as they ailord the most unequivocal ev-
iJunce in favor of the o|)inions with resji- ct to the
cllL-efi nf salts on the blood, which were first pulw
lie'}' communicated to the profession in the paper
which was read at the college of Physicians.
When the Cholera is left to i t»ell, or even where

it is treated in the beginning with improper remedies
if is almost incredible, to those who have not seen
it, how rapid!) it runs its course to a fatal termina-
tion ; but it is cqiiallv incredible, when the diieasa
is propel !y treated. Iiow very soon it may f ften be
nrrested in its rapi I progress. I have f*en, in some
of the very worst eases, where, when a few doses of

the saline mixture could be retained in the svitera

for a sufficient time to enter the circulation, the fa-

tal symptoms were almost immediatelj' arrested ;

and even when the collapse has cnmmeneed, after a
short period, the pulse can be felt beginning to creep
animal heat begins to be evolved, and thotigb tlie

patients continue weak for a time, yet they gradu.;.!-

jy recover from the state of collapse.
In two of the most malignant cases which I liavfl

seen, there was no premonitory diarrhoea : and in

one of them the bowels had not been open for three
days previous to the attack ; consequently. Cholera
is not merely an excessive diarrhoea, for neither the
bowel complaint, the rice-water ejections, vomiting,
nor cramps, are essential to this disease ; and wher«
these svmptoms do eiist, they are merely the e^
fects of the poison—for they are merely accidental ;

but a »u(I(fen coldness ofttie blood, and ofcount of
the whole bo-y. without nry obvious cause, if, pn^
haps, the best characteristic symptom of this ptstir

leulial disease.

In the first sfaffe of Cholera, the ejectiong are, l«
general, passed with great force ; but as the dite Sf
advances, the intestines become cold, and freotent*
'7 so torpid, th.at even hot saline enemata can oe re-
tained with great, ease : consequently in such e»'
SOS, there is no necessity for plugging the rectanDi
as recommended by Dr. "Clanny,
The rice-water ejections, which are (generally pan*

sed ST copiously in the first stage of Cholera, are,
likp every other secretion in the body, derived en*
tirely from the circu'ating current : and as the e««
lorins: matter of the blood is. perhaps, the only in-
gredient which is not drained off in this way. it nat*
urillv follows that a given qn.-.utity of black Cholert
blood most be more dense, and contain more eolor*
ing matter, and less aeruna, than is met with in th«

t The following is one of the many facts which may be bron>xht forward to proye that the stronjer eaKe
are essentially necessary in the treatment of Cholera. I saw one most interesting case of a fine little gtrt,

about nine years of age. where the physicians who attended her had trusted the cure merely tothe ea»lH»"

Bate of soda combined with landannm. Under this treatment, the stage of collapse came on »n enddenlf,
«nd tn such a degree, that it waa judged oeeeiMry to inject • ealin* floid into tbo veiiw< Tbi* irat doaoi
and the child roeovered.
*8m WiUoB on tb» BIaoA


