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we shall have nothing &; all to pay, and -hen farewell to that Ci-

71 1 LiBv for which we have boen so eager, and which we liave af-

fected to connder as a matter of such extraordinary importance—

This sCaO.OOO is about half the Annual expeiioe ot a regiment in

the British lervice, aqd members might rest arsured that (ireat-

Btitain, rather than have any difficulties upon '.he ^iuhject, would

most willingly withdraw the bone of <;ontfimion. In ceininencing,

a^ proposed by the hon. membec for Iluntingoon, to reduce the sa-

lary of the Governor in Chief, would be to commence on a point

the most delicace and oifensive to the dignity and iuiiependence of

the Crown, which solely wasiiivtsled with the power of appointing

to that elevated Office, and, necesiarily, of conferring such salary

«s it might deem suitable to the dignity and importance of its Ile-

presentaiive in this Colony,—but, says the hon. member, our Go-

vernor in Chief ha« the supreme command of these Colonies in

British North America, while he isptidby us only. The lii.n. Gen-

tleman takes it then for nothing, that we have the advantage of be-

ing the seat of Government in Briu^;; North America, that we have

the benefit of all the advantages incident to this circumstance, and

a considerable military establishment exclusively paid by Great-

Britain. Let us for an instant suppose, that we siiould refuse to

pay the first Magistrate of these Provinces, and that the British

Government should, in future, fix his residence in some of the sis-

ter Pr.>vince8 it would then be found, thai his hon. friend, and

those who were now of his opinion, would be as ready to clamour

ai>;ainst the injustice of the British Government, as the Province in

wnieh he should be ordered to fix his lesidence, would be prc'udof pay-

ing the difference for the advantages of such residence. He had ob-

served, with pain, that the hon. member had alluded to ))erso>ifi paid

by the Province, who dashed about, cracking tlicir whips, in fanci-

ful vehicles in our streets.—To whom was this addressed?—Surely

not to a liberal and enlightened House. The hon. member had been

no candid as to say he did not aiUlrei-s himself to the passions

—

Why then dwell upon tlijs subject. In a word, he was not at all averse

to a* call of the House, but ho certainly was averse to the reasons

upon which the honorable member urged its expeuiency, and he felt

persuaded, that a call of the House would be attended with a result

the reverse of what the hon. member from Huntingdon projwsed,

as the good sense and meaning of the Provins-e, could not be more

clearly ascertained, than from the full convocation of all its repre-

sentatives within those walls.

MONDAY, March 2.

On this day the following Message was transmitted to the House
of Assembly bv His Kxeellency tlic Governor in Cliief, through

Mr. Secretary Cochran :

The Governor in Chief informs the House of Assembly, that

having transnutted their Address to His Iloyal Highness the

J'rince Kegent, of the 25tli day of February 1817, with-their

Proceedings against Louis Charies Poucher, Lsquu-e, one of the

.Justices of the Court of King's Bench for the District of Mon-
treal, he has it in command fioin His Royal Highness the Prince

Kegent, to signify to the House of Assembly thu decision of His

Koyal Highness, that in this ami in all similar cases of Im-
peachment by tho Assembly, the adjudication of the Charges

preferred against the Party a'ccused, shall be left to the Legisla-

tiv" ("ouncil-

llis Excellency has it also in command from His Royal High-

ness, to express to the Lt-gislative Council the confident expec-

tation of His Koyal Highness, that they will so discliaige the

important duties which under this arrangeuient will dcvoivc up-

on them, as to give complete satisfaction to all Classes of His

Majesty's Subjects in this Province.

The Governor in Chief Unther informs the House of Assem-

bly, that no* having received from His iloyal Highness any in-

Btnictions as to the manner in which this his decision is to be

.•arried into execution, he has been under the necessity of recur-

ring to His Iloyal Highness for his pleasure in this respect, and

for'such instructions as His Iloyal Highness may see fit to give

therouptm, and he will not fail to conimunicaLo to the House of

,\ssenibly the Commands which ho shall receive in thjs behalf

from His Royal HighncJ's, as soon after they shall be conveyed

to him as may be practicable.
r r^ a
J. C a.

Castle of St» LewiSj 2d March. 1818.

FRIDAY, 6th March, 1818.

Mr. DauidtoH from the Committee to which was referred the

Petition of the Merchants of Montreal, acquainted the House,

t!mt in order to proceed upon the enquiry aiising from the pa-

P'TS referred, it bccdjae" necessary to ask some assistance Iroin the

House, and he should in consequence apply that a Message be
sent to the l^egislative Council, to request that the Collector and
Comptroller, who had been recently summoned to that boAy,

sliould.bc permitted to appear before the Specidl Committee^—
(AJier avitm convenatuiii in the House Mr. 1). altered the mode
i)J' ootainiiig t/ic asuistaiice viUhvd.J—Ue siud the measure ap-

peared at hi-st sight like a redectioa upon the general proceeding
of tiie Custom Ilouse Othcers; he however, individually had no
cause of complaint, but, at the :;ame time, he would never shrink

from a Constitutional aischarge of his public duty, 'i he degree

of humour manifested by the Mercantile Body in general, made
some investigation absolutely necessary ; for at a moment when
the Fees, were considered as greater than tho I'rade could aflbrd,

an additional Tariff, wt.i.:h would amount to a very considerable

Tax, had been announced.
The proceedings at Jamaica liad very naturally a considerable

effect on the minds of the Merchants here, and led them to ex-

l>ect, that this House would proceed upon a question which very
materially interests them ; and it is but an act of justice that it

sliuuld do so.—He said, that he had until this moment supposed,

thattiie practice of fixing fees exercised by Commissioners in En-
gland, which had obtained, and as ne imagined, without resis-

tance or remonstrance for so many years, must be founded on
something more than usage ; it must, however, be admitted, that

as far back as 171 1, the Jamaica Legislature had exercised a right

in the matter.

The abject of the present enquiry would go to ascertain the

table of Jr'ees as it now stands, at Quebec and Montreal—by
whom the amount of fees is regulated—and under what Statute

those persons act—to establish the right will be very important,

as it may prevent, perhaps, serious diljiciilty during the next sum
mer, and enable the House to take i.ieasures which « ill tend to

redress any grievance that can be fairly proved to exist.

Mr. Davidson then moved, that an bumble Address be presen-

ted to His Excellency the Governor in Chief, requesting that

His Excellency will be pleased to direct the principal Officers of
His Majesty's Customs in this Province, to lay belure this House
a Table of the Fees exacted at the Custom Houses at Quebec
and Montreal, and that they do state by whom, or in virtue of
what law or authority thb said fees are regulated and established,

—Agreed to unanimously.

FRIDAY, March 13.

The following Message was tlus day transmittpd by His Excel*
lency the Governor iu C:hief. to the House of Assembly :

The Governor in Chief calls the attention of the IIousc of
Assembly to the present state of the Court of King's Bench at

Montreal, and to the delay of Public Justice both Civil and Cri-

minal which will probably result therefrom : one of the Judges
of the said Court having been directed to abstain from tlie exer-

cise of his Jndiciil functions on account of the charges prefer-

red against him :—anoiher from conscientious motives declining

to sit in certain very important Criminal Matters that come be-
fore that Court, and a tliird labouring under a grievous malaiiy

which will probably render it necesssuy for the Governor iii Chief
to comply with his request for leave ol Absence to repair to En-
gland for the cure thereof; and the (Jovernor iu Chief recom-
uieiids to the Ass.embly to consider the expediency of making
such alteration in the Judicature Act, as shall enable him in tlie

present instance, and generally whenever similar circumstances

shall occur in future, to provide for the Administration of Pub-
lic Justice, by the appointment of one or more Assistant .Judges

to carry on the business of the Courts, until the other Judges
shall be enabled to resume the exercise of their functions.

Castle of St. Lewis, l,3th March, 1818. J. C. S.

THURSDAY, 19tli March, ISIR.

In ComnUttec of the ivhole Hovsi- on the Citil List.

Mr. Tasclicn'au—n>sc to say, that as it had already been de-

termined that the Civil List should be assumed by tho Province,

it only now remained for the House to determine upon the sums
to be appropriated for the several Public Departments in the

Province, which, to enuble the House to give them that ample
coi.sideration which the subject deserved, he would propose in

regulw succession us they stood on the lOstininte which had beou
printed for the use of Alembers. He observed, that the Civil

List propose<l wiu* nearly the same as that which for several years

previous had existed in the Province. The Estimate was (Uvided

into fourlcen heads, which he meant to pr'.pose as follows

:

1. Salaries to Oilicers of Govcriiir.ent not included under the

head of any Depurtiiieiii.

S, The Legislative Council and House of Assembly.

3. The Executive Council.

4. Thu Salaries of the Judges, an4 ot)>pr cxpences uttcndinj^

the Administration of Jiutictl,

3, School Masters.


