developing countries. Governments of some developed countries have
experienced inward-looking and isolationist pressures that would
have them restrict or curtail their aid programs and limit their
efforts exclusively to the search for solutions to domestic problems.
But Canada must be and is an outward-looking nation, dependent on
good relations with countries in many parts of the world.

The Canadian public, in my view, recognizes these realities and
therefore strongly supports the "thrust" of our important and grow-
ing aid program,

Related to public support for aid is the question of public involve-
ment.

I have wanted for some time to bring members of the public and non-

governmental organizations more directly into the foreign-aid pro- .
cess. Participation by individuals and groups of persons interested ’
in Canada's assistance to countries of the Third World is being fa-
cilitated and encouraged. Canada's non-governmental organizations
have long participated actively and effectively in providing aid to
developing countries, particularly in the field of humanitarian and
emergency relief. The Canadian International Development Agency has
made available increasing amounts of funds for Canadian non-govern- .
mental organizations to strengthen their capacity to play a signifi- 1
cant role in assisting the peoples of the Third World. This financial

support will continue to grow.

A new dimension of public participation will be made possible by

Canada's new voluntary food-aid program, which is a direct outgrowth

of the World Food Conference held in Rome in November of last year.

I shall seek through this program to encourage and facilitate parti-

cipation by the provinces, the public and non-governmental organiza-

tions in our food-aid efforts. This will give all those who want to

take part as individuals or organizations in our aid activity a

greater opportunity to do so. The program will be co-ordinated by

the Federal Government and will, I hope, prove to be a co-operative

venture involving many sectors of Canadian society in a global .
undertaking in which Canada plays such an important role. :

I turn now to my fourth question: How can Canada and other wealthy
countries assist developing countries through means beyond aid pro-
grams?

Increasingly, the developing world has been seeking ways of going

beyond aid in its relations with the industrialized world. Aid is

but one factor in influencing the development performance of a poor |

country. For such countries, basic trade and monetary issues, the E
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