
to and amply) sufficient for the require=

ments of each tribé_ and these Indian

Reserves are held by Government in

frust for the exclusive use and benefit

of the Indians resident thereon.

But the title of the Indians

in the fee of the Public Lands or of any

portion thereof has never been achnow

ledged by Government _ but on the

contrary is distinctly demed. In no case

has any special agreement been made

with any of the tribes of the Mainland

for the extintion of their claims of

possession _ but these claims have

been held to have been fully satis

fied by securing to each tribew as the

process of the settlement of the Coun-

try seemed to require- the use of our

fdesent tracto of land for their wanto

for Igricultnral and pastoral purposes.

In 1850 and 1851 shortly after

the first settlement at Victoria by

the Hudron Bay Company at that

time grantees from the Crown of the

whole of Vancouver I sland wich full

executive powers of Government their

agent Governor Douglas made agreemento

with the various families of Indians

then occupying the South Eastern par

tion of the Island for the relinquish

ment of their possessory claims in the

district of country around Fort Victoria

in

dian Affaire. (HG 10, Volume 71781,ulle 27150-3-4)

(cont’d.)
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