MEMORIAL

To the Hon. Frank Oliver, Minister of
the Interior, Ottawa

Dear Sir and Chief,—We the undersigned Chiefs of the Shuswap, Counteatu or
Thompson, Okanagan, Lillooet, Stalo or Lower Fraser, Chileotin, Carrier, and
Tahltan tribes In the interior of British Columbia, assembled at Spences Bridge,
B. C., this tenth day of May, 1911, hereby greet you, and make known to you as
tollows:

That in this letter we desire to speak to you heart to heart, and ag man to
man about those things which concern us most. We do not come to yvou with les
in our hearts, nor in any gcheming way, but simply with plain statements of facts,
and ask vou to lsten to us patiently. We do not wish to get the best of anybody,
but just to obtain our rights, and the justice we belicve we are bntitled o, We
ask for the same treatment that has been accorded to other Canadian Indians in
the settlement of our land question, and in othér matters. We know your govern-
ment I8 strong, and has the power to treat us who are weak as It suits them;
but we expect good and not evil from them. We regard you as a father appointed
to look after our interests, that we may not he oppressed and imposed upon by
others. We believe the settlement of our grisvances will result in benefit to the
whites of thig country, as well as to us

Yo already know most of those grievances we complain of, and the position
wo take regarding them. Some of our chiefs have written you from time to time,
and several have visited the government in Ottawa within the last ten years,
Your government has récelved petitions and complaints from the chiefs of the
Thompson tribe in 1908 and 1809 The Declaration of the Shuswap, Thompson,
and Okanagan tribes, July, 1910. The memorial of the same tribes presented to
Sir Wilfred Laurier at Kamloops, August, 1910. Then Mr. MeDougal, Bpecial
Commissioner, visited us twice, and no doubt sent in & report to your govern-
ment as to our condition, Consequently we nged not vreiterate everything here.

You know how the H. C. government has lald claim to all our tribal terri-
tories, and has practically taken possession of same without treaty, and without
payment. You know how they aleo clalm the reservations, nominally set apart
for us.| We want to know if we own any land at all in thia country. As a last
chanee of settling our land question with the B. C. government, we visited them
in Vietoria on the third of March last, and presented them with a petition (& copy
of which we believe has been sent your government), agking for a speedy setties,
ment. Forty of us from the interior waited of the government along with the
Coast Indians. In this letter we wish to answer some of the ntutemaniﬁ made (o
us by the B. C, avammam at this interview..
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