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DOGGED ADVANCE BRINGS 
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THE TIDE HAS TURNED AND 
VICTORY ONLY QUESTION OF 

TIME, SIR DOUGLAS HAIG SAYS

/

X

New Anglo-French Attack Begun Sunday Night Is Slowly Bending Back 
Enemy’s Line Between Delville Wood and the Somme.

Until Hour of Victory Arrives, Ill-Becomes British Soldier to Think 

of Peace, Britain’s Commander-in - Chief Says in Summing Up 
Different Phases of Operations on,
First Two‘Years of War.

iAnglo-French Front DuringCzar’s Armies Pressing Closer to Kovel in Spite of Desperate Resist­
ance of Teutons, Who Are Bringing Up All Available Rein­
forcements—Col. Kazeroff, Gallant Officer in Russian Army, 
Among the Wounded—An Entire Honved Regiment Captured 
in Fighting Along the Stokhod River.

BODIES OF
ENGLAND HAS Will Strike Blow After 

Blow Until Foe Is 
Bea t en—England, 

Unready at Start, has 
Performed Marvel­
lous Feat.

FIEE FIRE
FORMEE MOTHER VISIT SWEPT TOWN 

Il I FREIGHTBRITISH TAKELondon, July 31.—The Allies maintain unceasing pressure both on 

the western and eastern fronts, as well as the Italians on the Austrian 

front, and heavy battles are being fought in all theatre*.
The British and French started a fresh combined attack on Sunday 

from Delville Wood to the Somme, and made dogged progress which 

brought them near the village of Maurepas. The misty weather, which 

has hindered the operations, has given place to clear eklee with In­
tense heat. The Germans are making the most determined counter­

attacks/ and officially claim that the Allies have not gained a foot of 

ground by Sunday's attack.
The Russians are continuing their success, and despite the stron­

gest German resistance are pressing ever closer to Kovel. According 

to tonight's news they are across the Stokhod over the whole stretch 

between the Kovel-Sarny and Kovel-Rojitche railroads.
General Letchitzky, whose operations were suspended by the Dnies­

ter floods, is moving again and working toward Stanlslau, another Im­

portant railway centre.

FLYING CORPS DROPS 7 TONS OF BOMBS ON ENEMY POSITIONS.

London, July 31.—The official statement from British headquarters 

In France, Issued tonight reads:
"There was no infantry fighting on the British front, and no Inci­

dent of Importance occurred.
"The Royal Flying Corps carried out several bombing raids and 

dropped seven tons of bombs on the enemy communications and bil­
let*. A train was blown up, an ammunition depot was set on fire, and a 

hostile aeroplane on the ground was destroyed. There were many aerial 
combats, and several enemy machines were driven to the ground in a 

damaged condition. Three of our machines are missing."

FROM HIRERSA Ghastly Evidence of Ter­

rific British Fire Against

Ovillses. With the British Army in the Field. 
July 31, via Ixmdon, July *31.—At the 
close of two years of the war and of 
the first month of the British offen 
slve, General Sir Douglas Haig, com­
mander-in-chief of the group of British 
armies in France, in speaking of the 
situation, laid particular emphasis on 
the fact that the beginning of the third 
year of the war saw the initiative en­
tirely with the Allies on all fronts, 
while England for the first time was 
exerting something like a power wor­
thy of her numerous

Fly Over Eastern Coast Coun­

ties and Drop Bombs off 

Thames Estuary.

Thrilling Escape of Matheson 

Fire Sufferers in Box Cars 

Through Curtain of Flames.
EAST AFRICA VILLAGE A THORN

IN ALLIES' SIDE.

Town on German Central 

Railway Captured by Forces 

Under Lt. Col. Vandeven- 

ter, Gen. Smuts Reports.

Bulletin—London, Aug.
eastern and southeastern counties of 
England had a visitation from Ger­
man airships late last night, and at 
thlg (hour the attack is still proceed 
lug. An official communication just 
Issued today says

1- The Hailey bury, Oet., July 31—A stalled 
freight, train at Matheson, where only 
three houses were left standing, w*e 
instrumental in saving the llvef 
many of the inhabitants. Wbejybope, 
of saving the town had been abandon­
ed, a number of women and children 
were placed in the bpx cars, and tha 
train was beaded south through wall* 
of flgm? And ever of twisted
r*f!t and burning ties During the 
run south two cars were burned, and. 
the occupants had to be transferred.

In the neighborhood of Matheson

For Days it Balked Anglti-Brit- 

ish Advance and was JScene 

of Fiercest Combats ef the 
Picardy Battle.

resources on

"The tide has turned 
"Time has been with the Allies from 
the first. It is only a question of more 
time till we win a decisive victory 
which is the one sure way t<v bring 
peace in this, as in other wars. Until 
this victory is won it ili-becomes a 
British soldier In France to think of

Those who had the freedom of the 
battle lines the last four weeks, had 
glimpses of the youthful and scholar­
ly features of Sir Douglas In a passing 
automobile on dusty roads, thick with 
moving troops and transports, and 
again of his athletic figure, alighting 
from his car at the headquarters of 
one of the army commanders for a 
conference But mostly his time is 
spent In a quiet room in a small cha­
teau, which is his personal headquar-

he said."An attack by a number of hostile 
airship» developed before mkfritgiht. 
The raiders are reported as having 
crossed thev coast line along the east­
ern and southeastern counties. Bomba

London, July 31. -The following of­
ficial statement on the situation in 
East Africa was given out tonight

"Lieut. Gen. Smuts reports that 
Lieut. Col. Vandeventer occupied Do- 
dona, on the German central railway 
in German East Africa, on Saturday. ' 
Six Britleh Division* In Drive, Berlin

Berlin, July 31, via London.—The 
text of the German official staremei^| 
follows:

"Western front : The British opera­
tions near Pozieres and Longuevai 
lasted into yesterday. They heralded 
a fresh great Anglo-French attack 
which followed in the morning along 
the whole front between Longue va 1 
and the Somme, the enemy bringing 
into action at least six divisions. Be 
tween Pozieres ajid lxmgeuval the at­
tack was kept down during the day by 
machine gun fire and in the evening 
only developed Into local attacks, also 
made with very strong forces.

"The enemy was repulsed every­
where with the heaviest aanguinary 
losses and has not gained a foot of 
ground. Where hand-to-hand combats 
developed they were decided in our 
favor, thanks to the energetic assault 
of Bavarian and Saxon reserves and 
brave Sch les wig-Holst einers Twelve 
officers, 769 men and 13 machine guns 
were captured.

"South of the Somme there were ar 
tillery battles.

"In the region of Prunay, in the 
Champagne, a weak French attack 
broke down under our fire.

"East of the Mouse the artillery fire 
was frequently Increased to great 
violence. Southwest of Thiaumont 
Work there were some small hand 
grenade battles

An enemy aeroplane attack on Con- 
flans was answered by a bombardment 
of Pont AMouss#on

"A French aeroplane squadron sent 
against Muelheim and Baden was stop 
ped near Neuenburg by our Fokkers 
and put to fligb-L

"In the pursuit the leading, enemy 
aeroplane was brought down north­
west of M uelhausen.

f V* «aid.
cfco toad soy

British Headquarters 
July 15.—Three wec,|y 
man told you 'hat before the 
measure of time had passed our cav­
alry would be riding down the Boches were dropped off the Thames eetuary 
you would have doubtless smlld whh,The attack is proceeding." 
sympathetic incredulity Yet tills is Another official communication 

issued early this morning says :
"The raid appears to have been car 

rled out by a considerable number 
of airships The raiders seem to have 
spent some time cruising over the 
counties of Lincolnshire, Norfolk. Suf­
folk. Cambridge, Essex, Kent and 
Huntington.

"Bombs were dropped somewhat in 
discreetly over localities possessing no 
military importance. Our anti-aircraft 
guns came Into action, it is believed 
with good effect. Full details of the 
raid are not yet at hand.”

settlers had a terrible experience. At 
Nushka, the French-Canadian settle- 

t 10 miles north of Matheson, the 
residents Irad a chance to escape on a 
train, but were confident that th%y 
could save their homes, and declined 
the opportunity. Shortly afterwards 
the flames, fanned by a strong wind, 
swept down on the village.

Edward Alfred, a prospector, who 
had been working about 20 miles up 
the Abitibi river, with eight compan­
ions, lay for many hours in the water, 
waiting for the flames to pass, and 
finally made Matheson by canoe.

Outside Matheson, in one roothouse 
16 persons were suffocated. On thu 
Fromm farm 25 people sought refuge, 
but were held in by a wall of flame 
and all perished.

William Fairbairm, a prospector? 
who rendered material assistance in 
saving life, describes the fire as a 
"living wall of flames, It swept dowa 
on Matheson, he says, at the rate of 
60 miles an hour. It was in the out­
side districts that the great loss of 
life occurred1.

A number of stories of youthful 
heroism are recorded. One girl, 19 

"The problem of the first summer's years old, carried her baby brother 
campaign, and the second, for the Al- ! for a considerable distance and final- 
lies," he said, "was to hold the Ger-, ly succumbed, her legs charred to the 
mans from forcing a decision with* knees. One of the search parties 
their ready numbers of men, guns and | scouting around Matheson discovered 
shells. Whether It was the able gen 
eralship and heroism of the French on j guarding two babies she had saved, 
the Marne, the dogged retreat of the | She was badly burned, but uttered no 
little British expeditionary force from complaint, and is now in New Liskeard 
Mens, the stubborn resistance of the , Hospital with good chances of 
French and British to the German ef ery 
fort for the channel ports, the Rus-1 
sian retreat last summer, Belgium 
Serbia's sacrifice. Italy's stone wall 
against Austria's offensive, or France’s 
immortal defence of Verdun, the 
pose was always to gain time for pre 
para tl on s necessary to take the offen 
slve away from the enemv "

wJiat actually happened 
evening last 
the war
their trenches cheered to the echo as 
the troopers

on Friday 
It Is surely an epoch in 

No wonder the infantry inr*
I^ris, July 31. via Ix>ndon.—The 

war office communication made public 
tonight says :

"North of the Somme, the Germans 
today continued their counter-attacks 
in the Hem Wood and on the Monacu 
Farm. All their attacks failed, with 
serious enemy losses, and we main­
tained the captured positions.

"On the right bank of the Meuse, 
the artillery duels continue violent In 
the sectors of the Thiaumont Wood 
end Fluery.

"There is nothing Important to re­
port from the rest of the front

"During Sunday night, one of our 
ftiir squadron bombarded military fac­
tories at Thionvllle and the stations 
V>f Oonflans and Audun-Le-Roman, as 
I well as bivouacs in the region of 
(Stain."

Entire Honved Regiment Captured.

sian masses against General Yon Lin- 
singen were victoriously repulsed 
again yesterday. Once more we 
caused the heaviest losses to the at­
tackers. The enemy brought to hear 
his heaviest pressure on the sector on 
both sides of the Kovel-Sarny railroad, 
to the south of Stobychv (30 miles 
northeast of Kovel). So far as ascer­
tained 1,889 Russians, Including 9 
officers, were taken prisoner yester­
day. In the battles in the last few 
days our aeroplane squadrons inflicted 
considerable damage on the enemy by 
attacks on shelters, marching and 
vivouacking troops, and on lines of 
<x>mm unload on Ln the rear.

"Army group of General Count Von 
Bothmer: Continuing their attacks in 
the sector northwest and west of 
Bucz&cz (Southeastern Galicia) the 
Russians succeeded at a few points in 
penetrating our first line of defense. 
They were driven back again All the 
Russian attacks were victoriously re­
pulsed.

FI German Counter-Attack* Fall.

clattering past
i The detachments which took part, 

in this historic Incident are from the 
Dragoon Guards and the Deccan Horse 
They left camp early in the morning 
of the 14th
given rendezvous to await orders, and 
watered and fed their horses 
was the last opportunity that present 
ed itself of watering the horses until 
they returned after the gallant exploits 
of their riders.

Then, in accordance with

\

They proceeded to a

This In the centre of this room, where he 
talked with the Associated Press 
respondent today, was raised a map 
of the region of the offensive with 
every detail, roads, woods, 
trenches, ridges and valleys, and all 
the contours revealed at a glance. The 
only other visible machinery of 
mand were little sheets 
which come from 
through the curtains of shell fire, giv 
lng the situation at intervals In 
sector of the front.

ping on their knees, yelled. "Pity1 " I 
am told that they clung to the horse»' 
legs with such tenacity that there 
was considerable difficulty in getting 
them away when an infantry patrol 
came up to take them ln charge.

The cavalry screen, never losing 
touch with the infantry, actually rode 
right up to the last new German 
trench, and found it deserted, save 
for a few machine gunners. They' 
were moving wearily towards Fiers 
when there arrived the opportunity 
for the charge for which all ranks 
had sd long been pining.

The country was open, undulating 
pleasantly, and well dotted with drops. 
From behind a wavering wall of corn 
some distance ahead there came the 
crackle of small arms fire. Half a troop 
of Dragoon Guards and half a troop 
of Deccan Horse were riding in ad­
vance in well extended order. The 
former, being front-rank men, were 
all armed with the lance, the latter 
had their sabres drawn. They were 
already moving at a sharp trot when 
the word to charge rang out.

"It was like a dash across a polo 
field," said an officer to me, "only our 
men were all too grimly in earnest to 
start cheering. We stuck between fif­
teen and twenty of the beggars, and 
thirty more threw up their hands. 
Quite a decent little show, the only 
pity being that it wasn't on a bigger 
scale, and didn't last longer."

When dusk fell the cavalrymen were 
withdrawn to a position where they 
could help the Infantry to consolidate 
for the night, the men digging in and 
tethering their horses behind cover. 
Later, having effected the purpose for 
which they had been sent forward, 
they were brought to the rear agaiu

I learn that one of the most pleas 
ing incidents of the whole episode 
the great camaraderie shown under 
fire by the Deccani and Mahometans, 
men who have nothing in common In 
creed being brought 
stolid unanimity of purpose 
which every other consideration 
lshed Reuter Special.

villages
orders, they advanced, and threw cut 
patrols to reconnoitre. Difficulty vas
experienced in advancing over the 
shell-crated ground of reports 

the firing lineTheir route lay 
across a perfect morass of shell and 
miné ploughed ground 
trenches, and wrecked barbed wire en 
taaglentente. They proceeded 
cordanee with the tactical scheme they 
were designed to fill, and of which 1 
can say no more than that. It was to 
co-operate with and cover the flank of 
the infantry during the attack.

disused

Sparring for Time in Preparation for 
Big Drive.Balkans : There is nothing to re-

1 Petrograd, July 31, via London (4 
Am.)—An official statement Issued 

afternoon says
"In the northeast and southeast of 

/Barnovichi a fierce artillery duel is 
Leaking place.

“Enemy aeroplanes dropped bomb» 
the stations at Zamire and Isia- 

*elav.

It was while working towards high 
ground between Bazentin-le-Grand and 
the northern corner of the Mametz 
Wood that the

i

avalry were a nine year old girl, Ettie McCallum.
ently spotted by the Germans, and 
artillery and' machine guni fire 
opened on them 
opened, and cover taken as far as 
possible, the casualties being few

At one place some men were dis­
mounted, and bringing their weapons 
to bear ont what was suspected to be 
a machine gun emplacement, poured 
in a heavy fire with good effect. When 
progress had been made by the right 
flank one of our monoplanes perform 
ed a singularly plucky act. A hot fire 
was being directed on the cavalry 
from the cover of a dense copse. Sud­
denly the aircraft 
hovering overhead, swooped to within 
300 feet of the horsemen, and its 
Lewis gun began to rattle violently.

If or the instant the troopers thought 
that the machine must be manned bv

PRESSURE ON 
ENEMY KEPT UP

The ranks wereX
"On the River Stokhod our forces 

fighting there went forward 
tof the bends in this river in the course 
,of our attack we have taken among 
Mother prisoners the entire Hjuvi ] 

a[Regiment with the regimental com 
* mander and his entire staff.

"At other places on the Stvkhvd 
we took 21 officer* and 914 rank and 
file, and four machine guns.

"In the direction of Kovel fierce 
fighting continues.

"The enemy was pursued in the 
Brody district and have reached the 

,rivers Graberki and Sereth.
"Caucasusn front 

^Erzingan, our troops made a f i.-tnor 
vedvance. A Turkish attack in the 
Lregion of Disyglaver, in the dir v ion 
^of Mosul was repulsed."

STEAMER SUNK“iJeut. Hohendorf put his eleventh 
enemy machine out of action north or 
(Ba paume.

Rome, July 31, via London—The 
official statement given out by the 
war office tor tight reads :

"In the Adige Valley, on the night 
of the 30th, the enemy attacked our 
positions at Uastione and Zugna. but 
was promptly repulsed. Yesterday 
the enemy's artillery wag very active

He mentioned the days of Ypres in 
the fall of 1914, when the Rritsh had 
no battalions where they have divi- I 
sions now, and fought with flesh and 
blood against superior gunfire. Since 
he took command of the

I-deut. Wintgens brought 
down his tw< fth aeroplane east oT 
Peronne.

which had been
A French bi-plane was 

brought, down west of PonLA-Mousson 
and another was destroyed south of 
Thiaumont by anti-aircraft guns."

Desperate Resistance by Enemy.
Petrograd, via l»ndon, July 31— a Boche, although carrying our lden 

The official communication Issued this

j Struck Mines Near North Hin­

der Lightship— Passengers 

Get Away from Steamer in 

Lifeboats.

he had to train and form, his favorite 
word has been patience to his subord- 

I inates and callers.

In the re5o i of

tifleation discs, and they actually 
bucketed their rifles to reply, 
finding: that no bullets were coming 
from above, and that, on the other

throughout the whole region between 
the Adige and Monte Pasubio.

"In the Astloo Valley our pressure 
against Monte Cimone is being 
tinued. The enemy's heavy artillery 
pesterday bombarded Arsiero. Some 
damage was done, and several 
persons were Injured. In the Trav- 

I ignole Valley, the enemy, after 
! receiving reinforcements, attacked

Had to Build from the Bottom.Butevening says
"On the Stokhod our forward march 

continues. Our un preparedness at the start ofBritish Casualties for July 59,675.

London, July 3d.—British casualties 
►ported in the month of July in all 
ue war areas totalled 7,084 officers 
ad 62,591 men.

At «certain points the 
enemy is employing gusts of fire.

"In the course of today’s fighting 
'Colonel Kanzeroff, a brave regimental 
commander and Knight of the Order of 
St. George, was wounded

"In the direction of Brody the enemy 
bombarded with heavy artillery the 
town of Brody and the crossing of the 
River Boldtirvoka. On the greater part 
of the front desperate and sanguinary 
combats continue, the enemy employ­
ing his utmost efforts to maintain him­
self on his line of defense. With this 
aim he 1* bringing up all available re­
inforcements from every sector, even 
separate battalions."

) the war, due to its unexpectedness, is 
no secret

hand, the monoplane appeared to be 
a target for hidden gunfire, they soon 
realised that the gallant observer had 
spotted the whereabouts of the Ger 
man gunners in the copse, and was 
firing uponi them

Four times did he circle over the 
spot, until presumably he had emp­
tied' his last drum, and even then he 
took steps to indicate certain enemy 
positions before he finally soared

From • grassy bank came' one or 
two desultory rifle shots, and some of 
the Deccan Horse rode hard at lt. 
Eight German* emerged from shell 
holes a* they approached, and, drop-

Whiie Ixmdon. July 31.-- The Dutch mail 
steamer Koningin Wilhelmlna has 
struck a mine near the North Hinder 
lightship, says a despatch from The 
Hague to Reuters Telegram Company. 
The passengers left, the vessel In the 
lifeboats and made for the lightship.

he continued
France, which .had a great national 
army, and universal service, w-as giv­
ing all her strength, we had to begin 
building from the bottom. The major 
ity of our best regular officers had 
been killed or wounded in the early 
fighting
nucleus to drill and organize the vol- 

London, July 81—(Montreal Gazette unteers who were raw, but had the 
cable)—Col Herbert Bruce, the well spirit that quickeneth we undertook to 
known Toronto surgeon, has arrived create an army of millions, which must 
in England, being commissioned to be officered largely by men of no mill- 
undertake a tour of Inspection of Can-1 tary experience, to fight the German 
adiani hospitals in England, France army with its forty years of prépara- 
and elsewhere. (Continued on page 2)

together in a 
before

Berlin Statement.
our new positions at Avislc 

Berlin, July 31. "Eastern theatre, three times, but was unsuccessful In 
In the vicinity of Friedrichstadt Rus- ; eaCh 
etian reconnoitering detachments were
repulsed.

"Attacks against our canal position ; nan

With the remainder
"In the Drave Valley our artillery 

again hit the railway station at 611- 
On the remainder of the front 

weal of Loglschln and near Nobel, on j there were no developments.
Uhe Strumln, southwest of Pinak, : "Hostilo aircraft harmlessly drop- 
lfailed. ! ped bombs bn Ala and Fiera Di Pri-
’ "Continued strong assaults of Rus-jmlera"

Russians Advancing on Kovel.

London, July SI.—Russian troop* 
advancing toward Koved have crossed 
the Stokhod river along the whole 
stretch between the Sarny-Kovei and 
the KoveLRojltohe railroads,

I Reuter's Petrograd correspondent.
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