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BIBLE LESSON

і
which it is born. Outward things can 
bring men into only the outward, kingd 
That which is born of thb Spirit is 
spirit. Relating 
the soul, thus bn 
spiritual kingd 

III. Thb Wc

Abridged from Peloubets' Notes.
First Quarter.

JESUS AND NICODBMÜS.
Lesson VI. February n. John 3 : 1-18. g_

to the spiritual life of 
nging men into the real, 

om of God.
ork of thb Spirit —Vs. 7, 

7. Marvkl not. For the same
Read John a. Commit Verses 14-17. mvstery is seen in natural things with

which you are familiar. Must bb There 
goldbn text. i* no escape from this law. It would be as

For God so loved the world, that he easy to change the law of gravitation as 
ve his only begotten Son, that whoso- thia l*w. But when men see the bleaaed- 

rver believeth in him should not perish, веаа °f this law of Chriet. they will thank 
but have everlasting life.—John 3:16. God for the privilege that they may be

born again.
8 Thb wind blowbth

That hb gavb his only begottrn 
Son . There has been an impression that 
Chriet came to make God love men instead 
of hating them. One or two of our hymns, 
wrongly understood, have favored this im
pression. But here we are told that God's 
love was the origin of salvation for men ; 
that .Christ came because God loved men 
before he came Nature gives us so many 
hnta of God's love ; but there is so much 
which is terrible, which seems contrary to 
love, that we cannot be sure that God 
loves us, except bv this gift of his Son. 
That whosoever believeth. The offer 
is unlimited. The only condition—faith— 
is not arbitrary, bnt is the necessary con
dition of salvatio. ,

17; 18 Not ... to condemn the 
world. Or R. v , “ to judge," for the 
world was already in sin. condemned, 
under judgment, as v 18 BvT that THE 
WORLD THROUGH HIM MIGHT BE SAVBD. 
The condemnation is no part of the gospel, 
any more than the disease is a part of the 
doctor's remedy. He often has to make 
men feel that their hidden disease is dan
gerous that men may be willing to be 
cured ; but hie work ia to cure.

* * *
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3 : 16. It is a form of burial, and only 
those buried in baptizm are baptized, Rom. 
6 : 34; Col. 2 : 12; Eph. 4:5.

Baptism's prerequisites are repentance 
and faith, Acts 2:38; 8:12; 8:37-38;
Mark 16 : 16. Without faith no service 
can be acceptable to God, for '‘whatsoever 
ia not of faith is sin," Rom. 14 : 25; and 
"without faith ia ia impossible to pleaee 
God," Heb. 11 : 6.

B. The Lord's Supper.
(a) Ordained of God by Jesua Chriet, 

wherein by the sacred uee of bread and 
wine, his redeemed ones commemorate his 
dying love as he commanded, "till he 
come." Matt. 14 : 22-25.

(b) Binding on all hie, Luke 22 :19; 
i Cor. 11 :24; Matt. 26 : 26-27.

(.c) How worthily to partake.
1. Let a man examine himeelf, 1 Cor. 

11 : 28. The віск are worthy of a 
dan, the sinner ia a fit subject for

2. ' This do in remembrance of me,” 
i Cor. 11 : 25. Forgetful of all else save 
Christ's vicarious work aa shown in thie 
ordinance. With backward look we be
hold Calvary, aa las 53 : 5; 1 John 1 : 7. 
With forward look to hie return, aa Heb. 
9 : 28; we thus worthily partake, aa 1 Cor. 
11 : 25-26

( d 1 Ita Prerequisites.
i. Repentance. 2. Faith. 3. Regener

ation. 4. Baptism. John 3:5; 1 Cor. 
5 : 11; Eph. 2 : 1-2; Acts 2 : 38-42; Rom. 
6; Matt. 28 : 19-20.

(e) Restricted
The Jewish Kingdom everywhere pre

figured Chriet and hia Church. The Jew 
by birth entered the Jewish Kingdom, hie 
circumcision marked him a member after 
which the 
his. No u

EXPLANATORY. The term
for “ wind " in Hebrew and Aramaic, aaIn the dleconree with Nicoderoua Jesus „ , „__ ___, . ,

presents s cluster of essentiel fundsmentsl ""V*!80. th<? /
truths concerning the kingdom of God end *Plrit’ ‘h.e immaterial.in ™*.n b*1”* the work of redemption* which is the Й hh
bringing of men into the kingdom of Ood. bnt life-giving breath. We rosy, with It is* s royal diadem set with pricelee. Canon Liddon, imagine that in the upper 
jewels 7 ** room the wind was heard in the p ust-s of

І. Тин Kingdom of God-Vs. i. 2. «J>«r*tion. WJ?BRB ” L,9TKTH 
Jesus csme to jemwlem from Galilee to (p1«*th). .. r eccordldg to its o-n nn- 
the Passover festi^F) During the feslt he k,nown 1,w\ And not ,CTOrdinK to our 
cleansed the teXK and taught in its P>*«ur*or *»>• So is every one that 
pillared cloisters or^rchee. Is 0,1 тин Spirit. The Spirit a

.. Thbhb was a man of thk Phaki- methods we«nnot know but the "facts’ 
shhs. The strictest sect of the Jews, hold °' «It ”7 Me7?e“P1Vn.;n1 “
ine the moet correct opinions (Matt. 23 :3) tk“ the "rongWind t*nd. the forest trees, 
and looking for the Messiah. Many of w7 Ш*У notknow the day nor the hour 
them wer? very bad, mers whited "h',n **АІП’ butJ" mAy . 2°"
aepulchers, but the best of them, like the fact by the fruit, a. we know not bow 
Nicodemua and Paul, were the best soil for llf« «“*• ln A I?«b tr"’ b?1 tb.ï doe* 
planting gospel truths. Nicodhmvs. A work i, proved by the peaches th.t grow 
Greek name ihrommou use. All wrknow The methods are an enigma, tke
of him is recorded here and in John7 150 : f,?."£leer *nd "e11 known „ 
iq: 39. which implies that he became a Iv- The Foundation of Faith. -Vs. 
diacSTple. A rulkr of the Jews. V-1!; 10 AeT THOV A master, that ia. 
" 1 Archon,’ a Greek term, applied to the ‘««her and knowsst not these 
members of the Senhedrim." He appears ' You will ind this troth in the
to have been e scribe, s teacher of tfiilsw Scripture, you teach (Ezek. it : «9 1 '8: 
(v. to), . man of wealth and prominence. Зі ; 36 : 26 ; Jer. 24 : 7 і 3- : 33). Have 
Hi. position as a member of 5te Saahed- У”, studied the Scripture. enough to 
rim. toe Jewish supreme court end Mate teech and not noticed this great truth ? 
or parliament combined, waa one of great " ,W« SPBAK,T?AT W,KP°wT' . 
dlgïïty and influence. "w* : may posaihl. include hi. disciple..

*. Came to Jesus bv night. Not They knew the truth from experience It 
probably from feer. hot ( 1 ) from common n°‘ th~ry but personal knowledge, 
pruden», for why should he commit him- ,2- Ip 1 <now he speak, for himself) 
self before he knew more .bout Jeans?, hav* told you earthur THtNGS Things 
(2) If ю prominent a man had been seen wrtttno and experienced in the earthly 
contorting with Jesus, everybody would "кІсЬ »пу one can put to th,
have known it, end great effort, would *»•*. And verily. How shall ye relieve
h.ve been made to prevent hi. going IS 1 Tkl-L,.тоЧ,.ор r?,NO!l.'
farther » » Those truths which could not be learned

Rabbi. Teacher, master ; a very re without e revelation from heaven divine 
apectful address WE ehow. And he orgivmM. the perfect, free, univerml 
soon give. hi. reason. Thou art a ?Te of 00,1 • the divine neture of Chriat

the atonement, the reality of life beyond 
to obtain it. the bleaaed- 
g'oriea of the Messiah’s

physi- 
a Sav-

A GOSPEL CHURCH.
God the Father decreed to erect on earth 

a Kingdom. Predicted, I)an. 2 :44 : De
clared, Matt 12:28; Established by Jesus 
Christ, Luke 16 : 16; Col. 1 :13 ; k Cor. 15 : 
24; Not of earth earthly. John 18:36; 
Entered only by regeneration, Luke 17 : 
20 John 3 : 3-5.

Tne executive of this great Mystic Body 
is the Goapel Church, Matt. 18 : 17, Eph. 
3 :10, which ia a company of baptized be
lievers banded together to witness Christ's 
gospel. Acts 5 : 32 ; observe Christ’s laws, 
Eph. i : 22, and maintain Christ's ordin
ances aa delivered, 1 Cor. 11:2.

In apostolic days wherever the gospel of 
the kingdom waa believed the church of 
the kingdom was founded. Of the church of 
Samaria it ia recorded when they believed 
“ they were baptized both men and 
women." (No unbelievers, no babes). 
Acts 8: 21. Of the church at Jérusalem : 
The same day they gladly received the 
word they were baptized and joined the 
church. Acts 2 : 42, 47. (No three or six 
months* probation ). To the seven churches 

•in Asia Jesua Christ addressed his message. 
(Not to the church of Asia, England or 
Rome, but to Hia churches in Asia). Rev 

Will our pupils please note, the 
Bible recognizes only one spiritual king
dom but many churches, Keep clearly 
before you that this kingdom ia only 
entered by the new birth wrought by the 
Holy Spirit. While the church or local 
organization ia entered only after baptism. 
THE CHURCH'S MISSION AND AUTHORITY.

Communion.

privileges of the king 
ndrcumdsed Jew could

dom are 
partake

of the paaaover, see Gen. 17 : 14; Ex. 
12 : 48. Note the order, born, marked, 
admitted to privileges.

Christ's Spiritual Kingdom? T. Born of 
the Holy Spirit by which we are made 
children, John 3:5; 1 . 12-13 2 Bap
tized. Not made bnt marked a Christian, 
i Peter 3 : 21; Gal. 3 : 27. 3. Now identi
fied, the privileges of the kingdom are 
granted, Rom. 6 : 17-18; Acta 2 : 47.

Communion в/ church ordinance, Cor. 
11 : 19, 20 ; 11 : 23. In Rom. 16 : 17 Paul 
beseeches the church to mark them that 
cause division and avoid them. Hassprink- 

church
church fellowship with the unbaptized 

and avoid. In desperate earnest, in the 
name of the Lord Jesus he commands 
withdraw from every brother that walketh 
disorderly, 2 Thee. 3:6. Note this ia not 
the unregenerate, but a brother from whom 
we are commanded to withdraw because 
of disorder. Sure am I there ia but one 
mode of baptism. My pedo brother aaya 
and practices sprink ing, I say and practice 
immersion. Is he right ? then I am wrong. 
Am I right ? then he is wrong. Someone 
is walking disorderly. If he is right he is 
commanded not to commune with me. Am
1 right, in Christ's name I have been com
manded to withdraw. How dare I refuse. 
See alao Tit. 3 : 10 ; Eph. 4 :14-16 ; 1 Tim.

16 ; 2 Thes. 3 : 14-15.
Christ's command was,go make disciples, 

then baptize, then teach them to observe. 
Thus the apostles understood, for it is 
recorded of the first church they first re
pented, then gladly received the Word, 
then baptized, then break bread. Acts
2 :38-42 Moses is commanded, " See thou 
make all things according to the pattern I 
showed thee," we have a more sure word 
whereunto we do well to take heed. If we 
would receive bis approval we must keep 
the ordinances as he delivered them,-1 Cor. 
II : 2. We ar* stewards, and it is required 
of a steward that he should be faithful,

“Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know 
these things before, beware leat ye also, 
being led away with the error of the 
wicked, fall from your own steadfaatneaa : 
But grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour, Jeaua Chriet," 
2 Pet 3 : 17, 18.

TEACHER COMB «жом God. Not that he .. ..
waa a believer in Jeaua aa the Meeeiah, but lhe *4^» the "ЛУ 
waa sure that there waa some divine influ- neM of heaven, the 
ence upon him. For no man can do 
thbs* miracles Signa. Kxcbpt v.od 
bb with him. The eigne were not only 
miraculous, but of a kind worthy of a 
prophet. He came for light, for anawen 
to the puzzling questions of which the very 
air we#full.

II. Thb N*w Birth. — Vs. 3-6 3 . .. . ... ^
JK80S ANSWERED. Not to . apokto q w -Pirtin.l «nd heavenly thing, EVEN THE 
lion, bnt to toe condition he WAS in, to hit S°N OP »A*’ -,Thu’ ehowin ' tost he w.s 
neej., to the deeper queetione of hi. tool. £• °“Vho h,,d COm7 ?OW.V fr°m h,aven 
Verily, veeily In the originel, toe .Son, mA° *• .the ,tr™ "1re'
Hebrew word., " Amen, .men, " in Greek «•"‘■“’Ї of Ь““и ? vn0‘ °"'T bnl 
letter., •• mort sseuredly,11 emph.tic.lly » "Al with,;.,,1,.lthe '«Unge hooe.
true. Except a man (*ny one) be born temptations poseibiUtie.of man ; the ide.1 
again, or ".new," .. in n. v., m.rgio, ”•=' «howin* whet men may become 
"from above." Whcwoerer i. " honl Which is in heaven Hi. home ia in 
anew," or i. " born from above." i. horn And.he continually »
again. So Nicodemua nnderrtood it (v. 4). vital connection with heaven. So far aa 
" Anew " Implies "egein.” HE cannot heaven ieeatate and. character. Jeaua waa 
SEE THE K1NOEOM of God. The de- Always 1° heaven.
deration i. explicit th«t a new apiritu.l v- ™ Wav °r Salyation.-V.. 14, 
life la necessary, not only to enter into, but '$ l8- '4 *9 Moses lifted up the 
even to form eiv correct conception of toe ««PENT in the wildxrnhss. je.no 
kingdom of God. " He cannot toe the ”0" « illurtration which make,
kingdom of God." Not only cannot enter =leet °f the he.venly thing, he ceme
in, but cannot ace it, cannot .understand 10 reve*L 
what it ia, or realize ita glory. One muet 
feel love to even know what love ie.

4. Born whbn hb is old Nicodemua _ _
wee old in the outward kingdom of God. THB SoN °B MA" BB„.,V DP'
To expect still e birth into the kingdom of ?” tbL,cr0";. The -t ! hoLd* ”p
God Waa inconceivable He, in ii. own J“.ue b*.,ore ,?h' wor,d', thf, ^ known 
view, waa already born into the kingdom. And m;,t ,I,lt,d P*"0” in 1,1 hfetory.

5. Jean, replica by rape.tir,g hi. truth ‘5 T»AT whosoever bflieyhth in
with emphaai., KxcaPT a man be born h™ Accept, him a. Teacher, a. Guide 
of WATRR and OF THE Spi.IT. Jeena lnd.A' BellcYing ia the act of
now add. born of water “ to -• born of receiving the new life from (tod Should 
the Spirit." A. " water 1. not repeated, *<" PBR1SB: From the effects of mn, 
the empheaia lie, on "the Spirit" To «««.lly tod in destruction of the soul, 
underetend toil, note eeverellbinge in the But have ETERNAL LIVE. Be born again, 
Circumeuncee : (i)Iohn wa. haptiring the new epintml life by which he
with water ae a symbol of repentance. (2} «hell grow into . perfect man in Christ
Beptirtn symbolized the deeming of the J«°». «d i,ve lorever in heeven. Eternal
•oui from eln. ($) B.pti.m aymholized Ще ie the life which nothing can dertroy 
the outward profeaaion, the entering in* which todure. beyond the grave, end 
the virtble kingdom. ! 4 ) Nicodemua we. grow, toller end richer u toe age. roll on. 
familiar with the rite with thi. eignilice- „ V*- ,Thb. Love o, God.—Va 16, 17. 
tion. (i) HU mind rerted on the outward ,v- 16 °ПІ.1‘Ье мпІга1 ver* of hie
kingdom of Ood. Jeeue. therefore, *ye to l««n, hut of toe Bible. All the Bible 
him, Yon must not only he horn of water, drd« Arou”d thil «r*. u toe planets 
[■ r.. enter toe outward kingdom aa you around the eun.
have done, but you muet alao be born of 16. God so lovkd. With the greatest 
the Spi.it, o/>rou are not really in the conceivable love, love pnt to the highest 
" " (») Jeaua enforce* thi* truth poaeible teat. Thk world. Not merely
by the utatement of a general principle. heavenly being», angel*, and /erapbim,

6 Th^t which is born of thb FLKflH. and Niinta, but this poor, einful. unworthy 
The visible man, including " the appetites, world, eo far from him in character. It 
desires, faculties which govern the body.*’ was this wonderful fact which the angel* 
la FUWHg is of the eame kimd ae that from eeag on thk âelda of Bethlekeei

kingdom on eerth.
13 No MAN HATH ASC^NDBD UP TO 

HhAVBN, and brought hack the‘testimony 
of an eye-witneaa. but hb that саме 
down from hbavbn. The " Word " of 
1 : I-3i 14. who "waa with God, and was 
God," and therefore knew absolutely the 
things which revealed to men about

) ling
hold

caused division ? How can a

i : 4.
ch
ml

nd

A. " The church has the receiving of 
members," Rom. 14 :1.

B. "The church has the casting out of 
the picked," .1 Cor. 5 :4-5.

C. " The church has the restoring of the 
penitent," 2 Cor. 2 :у, 8

D " The church baa the sending out of 
miaeionariee," Acta 13:3; 2 Cor. 8: 19

church is committed hie 
ordinance* to be observed till be comes, 
i Cor. її : 2 ; ii :23.

F. Under the church's care, by Divine 
decree, ie all appertaining to hi* kingdom, 
Bph. 1 : 22 ; i Cor. 12 : 28 ; Col. 1:18; 2 :

And in ** much *» the aim of the S. 
S. ia to bring to Christ and build ud in 
Chriat, the church that ia true to her mis
sion ia true to her S S. The aoUl th*t has 
an interest in Chriat must have in hie 
work. Wc do not condemn the 
individual who la not a church member 
for trying to teach in the S. S-, 1 Cor. 5 
10. Mostly their aim ia to do good, but 
can they teach, are 1 Cor. 2 : 12-16. But 
the church and church member, whose 
indifference has made it poasible.much leaa 
neceaaarv, for an unregenerate teacher to 
be appointed, should read Judges 5: 23; 
Heb. 5 : 12 ; Rev. 3 :14-16.

in church ordinances.
A. Baptism. Christian baptism is the 

immersion in water of a believer on Christ, 
in the name of the Trinity. This baptism 
was ordained of God by Jeaua Christ. 
Commanded by him, Matt. 28 : 19. Com
mended by him, Matt. 3 : 15; and observed 
by him. Matt. 3 ; 13-16.

I
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В Unto theі
r

Study the story in Num. ai : 4- 
9. The serpent poison, like that of sin, 
pervaded the whole system, 'produced 
great pain, and ended in death. Kvbn so

;
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official and only authentic edition. Writ
ten by his aon. WM. R. MOODY, and IRA 
D. SANKKY, his life long associate and

0 - There ia only one mede of baptism, Eph.
4 : 5. Christ when he was baptized said :
'Suffer it to be so . . . . thus it becometh friend, 

us," etc., Matt. 3 : 15. Christ went into 100,000 AGENTS WANTED AT ONCE, 
and came out ot the water. Bap'ism re- 1 Liberal terms. Freight paid. Credit given, 
quire* water, Acta 8 : 38; much water, John 1 Л golden opportunity for you. OUTFIT 
3 ; »3. going into and coming out of the i-rkk. Write today, 
water, Mark < t o-10; Acts 8 < ло: Matt. PW Zitslcrit Co.*214 Lacuat St чРЬіЬН
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