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Gladstone's Influence on the Century.
Graduation Essay, by Mr. A. H. Whitman, of the Class
of 1898 of Acadia,

In estimating the influence of the man who, for a large
part of this"century, Ris tled the destiniesof the

British Empire, we are confronted at once with the
magnitude of the task. A career comes up before us
stretching in unbroken activity from the Reform Act of
1832 to the Home Rule Bill of 18g4. Mr, Gladst has,
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pure in its purpose and strong in its strife, and all life has
been made purer and stronger by his life. One Euglish
writer says, ‘‘ He has taught us all to thigk a great deal
Jess exclusively of our own selfish interests than we ever
thought before, and a great deal more sympathy with the
interests which we posed to be i istent with our
own.” As hesaid inone of his speeches his grand purpose
was not to hold power but to serve the truth, and all those

inted with his career knows how this statement has

as one of his opponents has said, ‘‘touched everything
and disturbed everything.”" His influence has been far-
reaching, affecting not only the interests of the British
Empire, but also has been a powerful factor in moulding
the thought and feeling of the civilized world. No man,
no matter what his political or religious opinions may be,

been verified. He ever sought the truth, he lived the

truth, he loved the truth. - He spoke among the people

of _his generation and no one could fail to be convinced

that ‘it was the man who spoke who never sold the

truth l? serve the hotir nor paltersd with Eternal God for
wer.”' v

power.
JAgdgx. ider the infl d om t

can but affirm that William B, Gladst England'’s

grand old man, has & mighty infl ou:hem
in which e has lived, and has given a new tove to
English national life and thought. Our purpose is to

consider briefly the strength he has imparted to the
pursuit of politics, to what large ideas he has Huked it,
to what great heights he bas lifted it, Bow he has impart-
ed to it & tremendous moral foroe, how be has stood by
the principles of liberty and justice to all ; how hie has
recognized the noble ides!of national altruism, how he
bas Iy od d and iotroduced much ded
measures of reform, thus making bis name the greatest
by all odds in Euglish political life during the present
century,

In the first place Mr. Gladstone has been the people's
uncrowned King, the great exponent of Huglish
demoeracy, His early career, however, did not indicate
s leaning towards democratic views. At the close of the
first fifty yeurs of his life—that is st the end of 1859,
anyone who had prophesied that his career would prove
the most, potent stimulus to the d i in
England in this century would havebeen received with
general ridicule. Mr. Gladstone was at that time one of
the most Conservative members of the newly formed
Liberal government. About this time he offered a
st and elog i to Lord Pal s
law of divores, and earlier his oppositioh to the Ecclesi
astical Titles Act and his condemnation of the patic as to
what was called Papal aggression; gained for him the

putation of great age in ing the waves of
popular fury, All the symptoms were of conservative
type and promised anything rather than a great demo-
craticweareer. But the change was coming, and it was not
long-before hie became the head of the greatest Reform
government of the century. It was fort: for England
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now enth d in the nation’s heart and their absolute
and ulti P is but a question of time. But
it was not only in Great Britain and Ireland that the
influence of the great reformer has been felt. Wherever
omt;ned with tyrauny and wrong he would

work and pl on their behalf. = His.voice and his pen
were exerted against the government of Naples and the
condition of the Neapolitan prisons. The letters which
he wrote in 1851, thrilled the civilized world and con-
trib:ged ig;;th small mudmhenm the downgdl of an
imiquitous . Aod w in 1 and 96, t he
world was horrified by the rapacious ct?eslty of the in-
solent Turk, when massacres were bdnﬁdurded on with
a high band in Armenia by Turkish soldiers, when the
of E hesit, as to what eourse should be

condition of the tan in 1851, and which
aroused the world over in 1876,
wmm-dhgdnumdl
ng the sympatbies of the Christian world and, to
unhhovnwmh,nt'lng! “M:‘u shout of
rise from %nml and shiould force itself into
the ears of the of Turkey and make him sensible,

Mr. Gladstone has been one of the consistent of

B I R R D an U ST e We aré inclined to faver the m“.;.. of con-

contradictions trae ve

&"‘J:N:"m- e e o lairotiem & cocurred in Me, ladstone’s carser, but these can be

other nations in the world and intain a cl pl A‘b" stern_regard for hat when be
attitude towards them, is one of the worst things with [ound himeelfin o which be

that, when the centre of political power was being quiet-

ly shifted from tbe ari 'y to the d Yy i
possessed @ man of Mr. Gladstone's combination of
qualities, If the power of the d y ‘was suddenly

increased, to him belongs mno responsibility for the
change, but what-does belong to him and what may be
sttributed directly to his influence is, that he deprived it
of the dangerous and rebellious element which was in it.
The people believed in him ; they believed in : his
integrity of purpose and this fid fforded one of
the best guarantees of the peaceful progress of the nation.
Mr. Gladstone hed a hold ou the hearts of the people
which ng of our g jon has rivalled, He

century,  He has proved himself to be & of the
toblest type. No one can say that he has stooped to the

position of & paltry demagogue or & political wire puller.
His life hine been agplendid examiple of integrity of pur-
Pose, of loftiness of aim, of confidence in the right.
:ilhu-pullﬁae-dhh-mudhmm
the ‘world that the of .
mible. with deep gy ek e
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