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DEATH OF SENATOR NcMASTER.

There is vot & Bapuist in the Dominion or
eleewhere who kpows of Benator Mo
Master, who will not read the following
wlegram from Dr. Rand, with the keencry
sorrow

“Seoatcr McMaster died st fcur this
morning, while deliberatig with the Char~

jost oue of the voblest Christian men I
ever wet, who feryvently loved th e Lord's

prople snd the Lord's work.”

» the following létter from Dr. Ruad ;

Our brother, Hon.
McMaster, passed away this. moroing, |
bave already forwarded a telegram to you,
but it will interest you 10 know ti st be was
taken suddenly ill at five o'clock yesterdsy
p. w., while in conference with the Charter

dear William

Hall. He spoke sitting in his chair, in
his ueual bealth, and just as be had flaish
ed be leaned back as if in paio, and was in
» mowent evidently unconscious. We lsid
him on the sofs, spphed stimulante, and
procured physiciave. He ioon recoyered
consciousness, saying 8s be came to, “I
thought I had gone.” ALS o'clock p. m. the
doctors ordered bie removal to his bome
by mesosof an smbulance. He did not
suffer much pein afier recovering con-
sciousoess. The doctors siate that the
i nmedinte cause of his desth was collapse
from the nervous shock of & kink or knot
in the intestives. He diel about four
o'clock. A grand mas bes paescd away—
th  greatest benefacior smong all the
Baptists of Canada, and the only Canadain

" who has devoted masy hundreds of thous-

ands 1o the work of Elocation.

" It seems very wonderful to me when I
review the history of the last twelve or
sixteen mouths. God has plainly led his
people forward, sod mavy thiogs have
pointed, unerringly to the judgment of some
of us, to urgency. Nove of us, perbape,
felt the urgency that would bave pressed
could we bave known Mr. McMaster was to
be removed st this time. Just se our
educational work bas been brought to
definite lines, and both Woodstock College
and Toroato Baptist College are uoreserved
Iy offered 1o the Baptist denomination, just
then the Lord catches away his servant,

sad the Lord’s people are left face to face
with the gravest responsibilities and the
graudest possibi lities which ever confronted
sa equsl pumber of Christise wen. The
Lord is saying to ns all as we meet in
our Convestions st Mostreal and Toronto,
“ Take up the work devolved upon you

sod carry it fofward for my glory.”
The faneral |is fized for Saturday,at 11

olclock. J Ta haste,
Tazovons H. Raxp,

Baut those who bave had the privilege of
® closer acquaintance will remember him
os much for what he was as for what be

did. His vosssuming end esrnest piety

made bis great benefactions of all the more
worth. It is 1o be boped that his ex-
smple mey bave & powererfal influence
on the wealthy of thess prorinses, 1o lead
them to conscrate their gains 1o the Lord.

We bope 1o give & fuller accouat of his
ife and work next week.

We bave bad no Baptist in the Dominion

% whom the Lord has commitied s0 much

menns; and, certainly, there bas been no

e who has contributed s0 generously to
be Lord’s work. His name will ever be
isted with the Ed ! work of

the Dominiou Baptists; while Jarvis Sireet

Church existe largely throvgh his splen-

did beneficence.
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Usder this caption, the Presbyterian
Witness of two weeks ago, uses the sharp
claw in the silk glove upon the Baptist'.

ter Committee st McMaster Hall. We bave |

We bave since reeeived faller particulars |

Committee, i its weeting in  McMaster |

hes, as they do Methodist and Epie-
copal, snd those of “all other cects” among
whom the gospel is preached and the
Sayiour is held forth to sinners. He pro-
ceeds :

We are always sorry to notice s differ-
ent pelicy in any branch of the church of
Christ. Our Episcopalisn brethren of the
“ High,” *Rijuslistic,” apd Trs tarian

they “ are uiterly indisposed, dieabled, and
made opposite to all good, and wholly
mclined to all evil ;* by their baptism they
are admitted *iato the visible church ;”
do you believe that their baptism removed
this * corrupted natare,” or do you hold
that those who have this corrupted nature
and msvifest it more and more as they
grow older are qualified for membership in
the visible church 7 If you take the Jatter
alternative, please tell us what is the
winimum moral qualifieation for church

bership and give ip for your
view. Can our brother not see that his
infant baptism and what follows from it
opens the church to the unregenerate and
destroys the disti between the church

| school are exclusive in their vi Jmost
| 88 much 80 as the regular Baptists, Corrupt
| sad lapsed churches like the Church of
Rome aod the Greek church are also
| exclusive in the extreme. It is not a matter
| of surprise in their case, for their people
| have not been taught to think, or to draw
| their faith. from the word of God. Our
| Baptist brethren on the other band are
| mosi loyal in their adherence to what they
fiod in the Haly Boriptures. Their very
exclusiveness springs from convictions
which command our highest respect. They
are quite sure that there is no proper
ptism, no beptiem at all, without
immersion ; and that, therefore, there is no
| church of OCbrist except smoog the
| immersed. The lling enormity of the
| condlusion should lead toa fresh inquiry
into the soundness of the premises!

We wish to be worthy of every kind word
the Wilness says of us; but, strange as it
may appear, we oan be - this, as we see it,
ovly as we make oureelves obvious to ite
centure, for we do_believe that baptism 18
& necessary qualification for membership
ina visible chureh ; we aleo are persuadel
that imu ervion and nothing etse is baptism
inexorable logic, therefore, compels the
couclusion that those who are unimmer.ed
are unbaptised and want & necessary quali-
| fieation for membership in a not the visible
| chureh. We beg to say that *“fr sh inquiry

{

| into the soundness of our premises” does
not promise 0 make us less covfident in
| their soundness, As (0 the first pregaine—
| that baptism - is neceseary (0 memberehip
in & visible church, §l thet our inquiry
caa do is to show thatin bolding this Lelief
we are in agreement with a!l denominations
except the Quakers. For instance « thé
Presbyterian  confession declares (he
sscraments aie instituted “to put & visible
difference betwien those that belong o the
church and the rest of the world,” and
baptism Is * for solemn admiseion of the
party baptized into the visible church.” It,
then, there be need that Baplists give up
the belief that baptism s necessary to
membership in & chureh, Presbyteriane
must join us in the fresh inquiry

Tte other prewise is that immersicn
ooly is - baptism. The “fresh irquiry®
would not give much promise of change
bere, unless our Pedobaptist brethren
sbould join us in it, with & determination o
abide by jast whet Christ weant, without
addition or subtraction, in the command
to'be beptised. When Pedobaptists engsge
in this exquiry,with candor and esrncstoess,
we have thoussode of instances where they
have been led to oar conclusion, while it is
almost an unheard of thing that a Baptist
in ever convinced by . * fresh inquiry” that
immersion is not what our Lord meant by
baptism, The editor of the Witness is too
well informed, we are sure, to be ignorant
of the fact that the scholarship of the world
is almoet unanimous that baptism means
immersion,  Scholars, as he is aware,
bold to sprinkling, because they think it
will serve the purpose of the immersion
commanded by eur Lord. They think
christians are at liberty (o change what
Christ bias instituted ; we think it belter to
follow his exact instroctions. We shall be
giad to engage with our friend the Witness
in any fresh inquiry desired, over these
opposite beliefs which embody the central
principle of the differences which separate
u,
We bad wrilteg thus far when the Wit
ness of last weeld came 1o band, in which
there is reference o the editorial in our
lass iseue, It is chisfly a repetition of
what the Witness has slready said over
and over again. The editor refuses to see
say differende between us and Pedobaj«
tists other than about the quantity of water
in baptiem. It is uselees for ourbrother
0 seek 10 delude his people into the ides
that the Baptist position consists of nothing
more than what is immaterial in the form
of a rite. He knows better, and so0 do the
more intelligent of his people. We would
be obliged to the editor of the Witness
were he 10 be courteous enough to answer
& few questions, Cburch history, lexicog-
raphers, the echolarship of the world, the
New Testament iteelf aake it plain that
immersion is what Christ commanded in
baptism. Is there not involved more than
the question of the quantity of water, when
Christians take the license to put somve-
thing in the place of baptism s different

and the world? Oan he not see that this
doctrine, mixing the children of the devil
into the church of Christ which is said to
be his spiritual body because all its mem-
bers are to be partakers of_his life, must
put & great difference between | thoee who
hold it and Baptists, who believe that the
church of Christ is for the children of God
alone ?

An expression or two in the last Wifness
need & few words. The éditor eays, as
giving the Baptist view:
© % Those who are immersed in water are
on the Lazarus side of the Grest Gulf.
Bat such men as,—well, the best Christ-
isns who are not immereed, are onm the
“Dives’ side of the Ureat Gulf. Our
brother, B. H. Eaton, is with Abrsbam;
but Bamuel Rutherford, McCheyne, Duff,
Chalmers, Luther, Calvin, Knox, are all
with the ‘rich man.’”

Of course our brother knows as well as
we do that Baptists believe no such thing
a6 this, They attach no saving efficacy to
rites; believing they are for people already
saved. All believers, whetber sprinkied,
imuersed, or peither, are recognized by us
as saved sod our dear brethren i Christ.
At the same time we cannot 1eceive s man
we esteem unbaptized, any more, brother
Witness, than you would receive a Quaker,
0 the church or its pecaliar privileges,
This is the sum sod substance of the con-
clusion st whose appalling enormity our
brother stands aghast.

Our brother is kind enough 1o tell ua
Buptists that our Lord * aid not call his
peaple into ritualistic bondage.” We are
glad o bear our brother say that It
shows that Baptist teaching bas been
telling wpon his wind. He has got free
from » part of the bondage of the West.
minster Confession ; for it says * The
tffoacy of baptiom is ot tied to that
moment of time wherein it is administered,
yeot notwithatanding, by the right uee of
this ordinance, the grace preserved is dor
only offered, but really exhibited and coa-
ferred by the Holy Ghost,to such (whether
of age or infanis) as that grace belongeth
unto, eto.”

We sincerely bope he may help others
0 oast aside the ides that baptism has
any eaving efficacy.

1t our brother will kindly snswer the
questions asked above, we shall be happy
0 answer any he may propound as to our
views, etc.

THE PLAN.

In another column will be foucd the
plan recommended by a strong commities

body for attending to the general finances
of our body, and to care for neglecied and
weak seotions of our Baptist field, lying
within the bounds ot the various Associa-
tione. We have frequently called attention
to the need of some ruch plan, and it is
with pleasure and bope we have seea it
adoptec. Plans of this kind bave already
won some prestige as they have been
adopted and have been found to work
sdmirably. Our brethres in Oatario and
Quebec, have been operating a similiar
plan with good success; the Baptists of
England and Wales and of the Northern
and Southern States have all recommend:
ed a like plas, aod some other denomine-
tioos do their financial work along nearly
the same linen, :
It has much to commend it. It brings

secures the wisest counsel. It bringa the
earnest and wide awake into contact with
the luke warm, and makes it possible to
stir them into enthusinsm. It secures
the oo-operstion of the leading laymen;
which is of the greatest importance. It
secks t0 make sach pastor a general helper
in the work, Provision is also made, in
the request that the action taken bepub-
lished in the Mzsszwoxs awp Viarron
against forgetfulness and neglect; ®nd the
additional end is secured that the sctivity
sod sucosss in one place will help stimu-
late others.

The plan is undoubtedly good; but like
oll other good plans, will be a dead letter,
unless it is worked, The great gain from
working it, representing as it must the

and indirectly, should incite all {he pastors
snd churches to take up the work vigor-

of the Comvention and adopted by that b

the leaders together for comference, and ,'

Western Associstion of Noys Bootis, to
confer and do the dutv requested of them
by the Cenvention.

Oue remson why meny of eur plane
amount 10 nothing, practically, is that they
are not taken up promptly. Time passes,
enthusisam dies away, and they are finally
left & dead letter. Itis to be hoped that
there may be prompt action in this case.
There is no more favorable time lo have
quarterly meetings than during these
autumn months.

It will be necesaary for the chairman of
the different sections to assume the re.
sponsibility of appointiag the first meeting,
sod of sending requests to all the churches
to send delegates ; or he may call an in-
formal meeting of the pastors to consult
about the matter, and to decide upoa what
is best to be done,

or division,but in wateh! and .
Let us not to & fellowship which
we do not feel, nor hide convictions w

will make clear nato him.

The London Baptist closes an editoral
oa Spurgeon’s article in these words ¢

*“ No candid observer can long continue
to doubt the truth of Mr. Spurgeon’s state-
ment about the perilonsness of the timee
when measured only b, ilh number of

o e o

ng sermons interesting nd

that of maki
1atabl oud

i
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Shall there not be lite and enth
thrown into this work 7  If there be, who
can tell the impulse that will be giyen to
the cause and the greatness of the aconmn-
lated result, as our churches are helped to
greater liberality and deeper consecration.
Shall this grand possibility be lost because
of want of earnestness and self-sacrifice !
Surely not !

MR: SPURGEON AND KIS CRITICS,

A few weeks ago we published in the
Messexaxr axp Vimron a portion of an
article by Mr. Spurgeon, in which he makes
the moet serious charges of heterodoxy
against a Jarge claas of Tndependent sud
Baptist ministers in Eogland. The epecific
charges were denial 6f Boripture inspiration,
aod of vicarious stonement ; the substitu-
tion of sn evolved goodness for the doctrine
of inherent tendency fo sin, and of &
“larger hope” for threatened punishment
of impenitent sinners ; the submission, in
faot, of Divine revelstion to human resson ;
with the decline in earnestness, loose idess

h W

are in these deliverances deemed both
mesningless and obsolete phrases. The
Baptist denomination is tainted with the
hcm‘ our pulpita are here and there, we
fear, filled with pastors who dance aoccord-
ing as their ** influentinl supporters” may
ipe. And there is much latent and nervous
bt, some of the “hooest” sort of
which the poet discovrees. Now and again
we receive piteous from lovers of
the old truth,who “grosn, being burdened”
with speculative nonsense dealt out to them
ae spiritusl food. It has indeed required
some exeroise of restraint to forbear
publishing names and accredited faote ; and
|hn:u may even yet, in the interest of
truth, @ necessary to show where
falee colore are nailed o the mast. Mean
while, it will “ﬂ" well if meekness and
prudence are the leading virtues of orthodox
warriors. They must aveid any sppearance
of & mere desire (o subjugate other people’s
right of jndgment to their own, and they
should, above all things, give oo ¢xouse for

their opponents posing as mariyrs o what
will be ealy styled * parrow-minded
tyraony.” No ic need arize in the camp
of the Lord of Hoste,who sees the end from

the beginning | sad certainly it is 0t wiee
o sdvertise error for the were sake of
abusiog it. Truth may still be proclaimed
ipon its own merits. It will be known by
ite old trade-mark ; only whes steeped in
love ia it likely 10 be recognieed, or omn it

of ) 4 idli " I"
which natarslly follow.

In the last number of the Sword and
Tvowel, Mr. Bpurgeon replies 10 the
oriticiems on his first article, and be does
not spare his oritios.  He complains that
“instead of dealing with these weighty
things, our opponenta have set o work to
make soeering allusions (0 our sickness.
All the solemn. things we have written are
the soggestions of our paie, and ‘we are
advised to take & Jong rest,. With pre
tended po but with real iasol
they would detraot from the truth by
politing 1o the lameness of its witnoss.”
He quotes with approval from Dy, 8,
Patterson’s Word and Work, who says |

“Oaly those who bave given some
sttention to the progress of error during
recent yoars oan form soy jast ides of the
rapid strides  with which it s now
advancing. Under the plea of liberalism,
unseriptural dootrines are allowed 0 pass
ourrent in sermons and periodicals, which,
o-l‘i 8 few years ‘ago, would have been
faithfully resisted unto the death, When
anyone even mildly protests, preachers and
journalists are almost unsnimouns in
drowning the feeble testimony either by
sneers or shoute. Thrcughout the wide
realm of literature there seems to be a
mnﬁr:{ to hate and hunt down every
Scriptural truth, Let any man, especially
if e belongs to an evangelical church,
denounce or deny any part of the creed he
has solemnly vowed to defend, and at once

is fortune is made. The Prees makes
the world ring with his fame, and even
defends the dishonesty which clioge to a
stipend forfeited by the violation of his
vow. Itis far otherwise with the defender
of the faith, He ie mocked, insulted, and
laughed to scorn. The spiritof the age is

against him. 8o in r or lesser
measure it has al been. But when he
remem bers who is prince of this world

and the ruler of the age, he may be well
content to possess his soul in patience,”

Btill, he does not desire 10 be thought &
“ pessimist.” He anys;

*“We areglad to admit that there is much

of christian z al, self-sacrifice, snd holy

veranoe in the world. Poesibly there

18 more than ever. Did we ever oa)

otherwise 7 We rejoice in (hlbou-nd

s hearted men around
us. Who dares to say we do not? We see
much that and delightfal in
thisat all to the point?

g0 forth ing sud to conquer.”

The Congregationaliat body in (ke United
Siated in in danger of being rent in twain
because of the ingress of this same so-called
New Theology. It seems 1o some of us that
the sooner the lines are’ drawn the better
It has made but litile headway among the
Baptiste; but it behooves us 10 be 08 the
watoh ready to resist the firet enoroschment
of insidious errer.

Binoe the above was writken the Bapilet
bas published replies from various leaders
of the Baptist and Congregational bodies in
Eogland to questions bearing on the point
of interest.  The most of them thisk Mr,
Bpargeon takes 0o dark & view of the
situstion. Arthur Mareell's reply is o
tiralde of abuse of Mr, Spurgeon, which
shows suything but & gracious epirit. He
is & New Theology man.

THE WEEK.

The British government have fully em-
barked upon the sturmy ses of coercion.
The Irish Laod League has been proclaim-
ed, in quite & large section of Ireland, and
its suppression ordered. All public meet~
ings are illegal and the leaders are liabl
impri Thie extreme is
causing s great ferment. The Irish leaders
regard it 8s am attempt (o suppress free

and suffer the ‘consequences. Davitt, who
is the most iptemperate of any of them
exoept, perhyps, O'Brien, says the Irish
may be comipelled to resist this attempt
with blackthornes, and if the police
use more deadly weapons, o follow their
lead. The other leaders seem t0 be
desirous of holding the passions of the
people in check. The Eoglish Liberals
are indigoant an’' some of the Con-
servatives are restive. W. J. Evelyn,
member for Deptford, thresions to resign
rather than support the government in it
barsh action, It is difficalt 10 see how the
Unioniets can sanction this action, Tueir
position must be a very difficult one. The

eane for the
diord’s ki . That would be adia
houor to eteral power and Godbead.
Ouuhbluriﬁu-qpaiah
10 ki ow that they will not us bathing
in , mot _covering our swollen foot
wih gmr epeatier » Dot hey wi Bod ao
our + ; bt they wi ae
rejoicing in the Lord, aud buck ing on our
harpess for the war with s firm a 00nfi-
dence ae if all men were on our side. Bal
as things are from oue point of v.ew, there
is a bright side to affairs; the Lord bus )¢
His men in reserve who hiave not bow.d
the knee to Baal.”

Neither does he think it as bad 10 the
Baptist as in the Indepeadent body. He

B have acted in opposition .
the Unionists views- As soon as the
house is prorovgued,and their votqe ave not
necessary {0 the government, this action ie
taken, It seems like using them and then
casting them aride, as s00n a8 this csa be
done, for » teason, with iropanity, If the
Unionists do not conse out in protest, their
«anding with the section of the Liberals
~apporting them wiil be gone. The
€ neervaives are determived, evideatly no
louger 10 be ru'ed by Hartinglon sni
Obauwberlsin. [v rénnine 10 be seen
whether the dread the restorstion of
Gladatone to power «il' anunpel the Usion-
iste leaders 1 give iheir woten v the
Conservatives; when the tue of ue
government is 10 be decided.

The Eoglish are deiermived 0 keep
their naval supermacy. The largest iron-
ciad ever constructed was launched on the
20th, The *“ Trafa'gar * is 11940 touw
and 12,000 horse power,  Her armor plate
i 20 incbies thick and sbe carries, amovg

1

The Sues Canal hae not done a¢ mugh
business last year as the year proceeding ;
5624 less vessels passed through, represent-
ed & tonuage of 568,097, The deoline in
receipts was over $1,100,000. It shows
the commercial superiority of Great
Britain that 77 per cent. of all the shipping
passing through belonged to her, .7j 1]

The trade of the Northern States is
suffering from s serious stringency in the
money market. This is said to be due,
chiefly, to two causee—the surplus revenue
which is being locked up in the tressury
vaults, and the flow of money to the South
because of the flue crops there had this
year. Someof the ablest firms cannot get
sccommodation at 10 per cent. discount on
loans. Bo serious s the situation that the
government bas detarmiaed to buy up some
of the United States bonde not yet due, so
84 (0 put more money in ciroulation., Un~
lese this brings relief,it is feared that many
firme will bave to go under, Some of the
papere of the United Btates are referring in
sarcastic terme Lo the anti-poverty apostles.
Henry George and Father MoGlyns. Itis
said that they bave been more sucoessful
in abolishiug their own poverty (han that
of other people. George is said to be
worth $50,000 and is living in flne style,
while Dr. MoGlynn is paying $100 & mionth
for hie bourd, sod slways appears flush of
money,

O'Brien bas bad his trisl aad has been
codemued to imprisoment for three months,
There were exoiting scenes in the court
room a3d out. The military were present.

vpon the Chioago snarchiste has been
disatlowed by the Supreme Court of
Iilinois, and they are to suffor the extreme
penalty of the law.

Mintstorial Oonferense.

The Uniow Baptist Minisiorial Coufersnce
of 8. Joha wet sgein on Monday.

Bro. King reported one con verted at Marsh
Bridge. The Babbath sohool st Marmh
Bridgs, through house (o house visitation,
is growing in siesdance. At Portlasd
Bridge the Bandey eveniug ovegregations
Aill the ball 4o overflowing

Bro. Addison, & young brother from
Leinaster streel, goes to Golden Grove, about
twelve or (hirless wilee from 8¢ Jobn,
every Lord's day. He walke out aud baok
sod holds two servioes. Quite & number
profess cosversio ., aud backsliders have
bees brought baok. A

Bro. Mellick is getting aoquainted with
bis people. The congregations are good
and the memberahip are united and bope
ful.  Bro. Bpemeer costinues his work
smong the sailors and at the Marine Hoe-
pital. In addition he spoke at the Old
Ladies Home, and at Marsh Bridge in the
evening, Bro. Gordon stated that the
prayer meetings at Leinster street are very
good. The plan of systematie work pre-
pared by the committee of the Convention
bas been introduced, and it is getting o
much larger number of members at work
They hope it may result in much good.
Bro.Cahill reported the outlook in Carleton
hopeful. He expects to leave for Summer-
side next week. The SBummerside people
have secured & good man. We believe
they are prepared to co-operate with bim
upitedly and heartily.

The remsinder of the meeting was de-
voted to the discussion of Bro. Gordon’s
paper, and in some business relating to the
city missions. Bro. Mellick is o present a
sermon p'an at the meeting on Monday
week,

Hotios.

At the Jat» sanaal meeting ¢f the Bap~
tist Conventio of the Maritime Pr vinoes,
held ot Cawrlouetosa, P. E. [, the
following report of a Commitiee on the
finances of the denomination wa+ adop-ed.

The Modersiors aud Clerks of A «wocia-
tions are herehy w-ked to mccept this
publication of (he repors a8 offivisl notice
of the uction of Conveution,

E ¥ Kigesreao,
8.¢'y of Couvea.ioa.
REPORT

Toe Committer recu.nmend the Con-
vention to resffi‘m the prirciple of the
Coaveation plas aud thai for the present &
Fiosocial Agent be appuioted ; and that
during the year the varions Boarde of the
Convention have ‘s coofereace for the
parposs of devisiog some better way, if
posnible, tur operating ‘our flnances,

For the betier working of the Conven.
tion Suberue, it is hereby recommended thas
esch Aseociation in this Convention, adopt
the plan aecepied by the Juet session of the
Ceutral  Amociation of Nova Soetis,
nimely ¢

1. Thet the area of each Association be
divided inio sections; baviog in view
e groupivg of the churches. in each
sectiva.

2, Tust the pasiors of eech ' section,
together with the delegaies appoinid, as
bereinafur provided, be « ovu wiixe 10
ourry furward the work reevwwended by
this arrangement.

3. That each ohurch be reqesied by ite
Ppastor, or ite cierk, (v case toere s no
pastor, 10 appoint three breth.es 10 ou-
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