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WOUNDED RUSSIANS

ON HOSPITAL SHIPS

THE OREL CALLED AT
SAIGON YESTERDAY

Main Forces of Linevitch’s Army Have
“Reached Kirln— Japanese in Touch
With Rearguard.

Manila, April 14.—Rear-Admiral Train,
in command of the American fleet in
Asiatic waters, received a telegram at 3
oclock this afternoon from Saigon, the
capital and principal port of French
Cochin China, reporting the arrival there
of the Russian hospital ship Orel on
the morning of April 13th,

The Orel had many wounded on board.

A dispatch received on rsday by
the Chicago Daily News, from its cor-
respondent at Saigon, said: “Rojestven-

' hospital ship arrived here on Wed-
Nesuagy--i2ht to take on board provisions,
coal and medicines. [t will leave Thurs-
day at midday to rejoin the maig m&d-
l‘OI]

No mention was made of woudsl! men
aboard this ship.

JAPS DENY REPORT
OF NAVAL ENGAGMNT

Tokio, April 14.—Noén.—The MYIJ de-
partment pronoumeces the reports of a
paval engagement recently off Saixon to
be unfounded,

R Wl
SHIP HAS PROBABLY
SICK SALLORS ABOABD

St. Peters April 14; 515 pim.—~
The admiraltyis advices from S vn.,do
not mentigft any wounded men. g on
board the” Russian hospital shigh. Qrel,
which arrived to-day.- She pi b&y has

sick ssilgrs aboard.
e 2y iralty has ot @c m ﬁﬂ
sputehes: recoRgin--from - ¥ i~

l.njextvonsky Tle officials say that all
talk of the emergence of any of the in-
terned Russian war vessels ‘to join
Rojestvensky’s squadron is pure mon-
sense. Much satisfaction and amimation
is expressed in naval circles at the bold
direct manner in which Rojestvensky is
carrying out the objects of his voyage.
e D

TRYING TO CHECK
JAPANESE ADVANCE.

Tokio, April-14.—It is reported that the
main forces of the Russians, which re-
tired in the direetion of Hsihgking,
reached Kirin, Their rear guard, which
is estimated at 12,000 men, continues in
the vicinity of Harlungcheng, closely in
touch with the Japanese vanguard.

The main force, which retired from
Kaliuan over the Kirin road, is reported
at Kirin with a rearguard of eight thou-
sand men at Itsuchow, Hatilitsuchow,
Hakusu and at Sulipao. keeping in touch
with the Japanese. Changeng is evi-
dently the rallying point of the Changtu
and Fakumen forces. ;

Although a force, estimated at thirteen
thousand men, has been detailed to oc-
cupy Fenchu, and three thousand men
to hold Pamiencheng, the latter - force
seems assigned to check and retard ‘the
Japanese advance.

The Imperial ‘ondinance which declared
Mako harbor, on the Pescadores islands,
in 2 state of giege, becomes operative to-
day.

y (il

RUSSIANS FIGHTING

AS THEY RETREAT

"Tokio, April 14, 8 1§ —The following
announcement was made to-day: 5
“Our force advancing eastward . via
l‘mlm and Hailung road encountered
and defeated the ememy on the morning
of the 12th at Erhhoul, seven miles east
of Yingpan. The full strength was one

regiment of infantry, six squadrons of }'

cavalry and four guns. Our force then
occupied Tsangshi, about 19 miles west
of Yingpan,

The enemy is retreating toward Hai-
lung, and fought at every step.

The enemy on the Kirin road has grad-
ually retreated since the 11th, a portion
of this force still remaining to bar the
passage of the Yashu river.:

“No change has occurred in the Shantu
or Fahkmen districts except occasional
cavalry skirmishes.”

A B AR
JAPANESE NOTES
AROUSE INTEREST.

St. Petersburg, April 14.—Dispatches
from Washington showing that Japan
officially notified the United States when
the rupture.with Russia occurred, that
no act of hostility would take place
until notice of war had been made; when
hostilities broke: out on February 8th,
and the declaration of war was.not
formally made until on February 10th,
attracts much attention. Although the
dispatches arrived too late for news-
paper comment this morning, there is
considerable speculation as to the cause
of the publication of the statement at
this date. It is regarded as a friendly
manifestation towards Russia on the
part of the United States, Russia having
always contended that from ‘the state-

' ment of M.

F

Kurino, former Japanese
minister at St. Petersburg, to Foreign
Minister Lamsdorff, when he presented
the note severing diplomatie relations in
whieh he expressed the hope that the
rupture was only temporary, Russia had
no reason to anticipate an attack with-
out appearing in the shape of a declar-
ation of war.

B
RUSSIANS EXPERIMENT
WITH SUBMARINE BOATS.

Tokio, April 13.—It is reported here
that the Russians at Vladivostock are
conducting experiments with six sub-
marine vessels, and that these vessels
are all of forelgn manufacture—French

% —
THE TRIAL OF THE
DEFENDER OF PORT ARTHUR.

St. Petershurg, April 14.—There is no

truth in the report from Cracow that
Lieut.-General Stoessel had been, as a
formality, condemned to death by the
commission appointed to inguire into the
surrender of Port Arthur. His trial only
began to-day.

R, e

Tokio, April 15.—7 p.m.—The follow-
ing official announcement was made to-
day from the headquarters of the Japan-
ese armies in Manchuria:

“Our forces advancing east along the
Hailung road defeated a body of the
enemy on April 14th, near Peishihmu,
ten miles east of Panshi, and vigorously
chased them towards Lachotzu, 26 miles
east of Panshi.

“Another force, advancing north from
Sitgking, ati;~ked the enemy holding a
position five uulcs south of Pachatzu.
 “There has veen no change elsewhere
in the military situation.”

e i
JAPA.HESE WERE
7 DRIVEN TO THE -WEST.

U Bt Betembaty, April 15.—Gen. Line-:

witeh, In a dispatch to Empemr Nicholas,
dated yesterday, sa
cavah*y on April 10th found the
anese in oceupation of a -hill seuth-
wud of Mount Gaosehan, in the- nlky
the Hun river. The cavalry turned
thig position and forced the Japanese to
wacuate and retire westward.” =
e O
CRUISERS READY TO
LEAVE VLADIVOSTOCK.

London, April 15. —-The Daily Tele-
'n.ph’s Tokio correspondent says:

uwmg‘to mxhtary necessities, the resi-
ents: of Vis \»anuﬂedu pri-

“Fn}e submanne boats
Vladivostock from Amerieca.

“The cruisers Gromoboi and Rossia
are kept in constant readiness to leave
port.”

arrived . at

(PRI, S
WHEN WILL RUSSIANS
PROCEED NORTHWARD ?
Hongkong, April 15.—Many steamers
are arriving here from Durban, Natal,
and Cardiff, Wales, apparently waiting
orders. War risks at Hongkong for
Japanese have raised and trade is affect-
ed. CEREREEES - f: |
A telegram received here from Saigon
suggests that the Russian squadron pos-
sibly will not go north before the end
of April.
———o,———-
NO FURTHER NEWS
FROM RUSSIAN ADMIRAL.

St. Petersburg, April 15, 2.45 p.m.—
No further news beyond that contained
in the foreign telegrams has been re-
ceived regarding the squadron command-
ed by, Vice-Admiral Rojestvensky, but
the impression continues that he is
steaming toward the island of Formosa
with the intention of giving battle if
Admiral Togo accepts the challenge,

Some papers, notably the Novoe Vrem-
va, still manifest irritation at the activ-
ity of British warships in reporting the
movements of the Russian squadron.
The Novoe Vremya says the vessels of
all nations are observing neutrality with
the exception of those of Great Britain.
The paper takes parhcular exeeptlon to
the fact that the British cruiser Iphi-
genia transmitted by wireless telegraphy
the information that she had passed Ad-
miral Rojestvensky’s = squadron 140
miles from Saigon, which- was very im-
portant news to the Japanese, inasmuch
as Rojestvensky had succeeded in slipping
by the Japanese scouts.

“Ror a commercial ship to report such
a faet upon arrival at a port is quite
natural,” says the Novoe Vremya, “but
it-is not so important, as the news is
then more or less old and in the mean-
time the squadron might have changed
its course, but for a man-of-war to send

: s
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such information to a coast station by
wireless telegraphy is unfriendly.

‘““However, this is not the first time the
British have conveyed a valuable warn-
ing to their friends. During the Chino-
Japanese war, when Great Britain was
on the side of China, a British cruiser
at Wei-Hai-Wei warned the Chinese ad-
miral by firing a. salute upon the ap-
proach of the Japanese fleet, although at
mght when it is not the custom to salute
in that fashion.”

The Russ to-day remarks referrmg to
the dispatch from Washington published
here yesterday on the subject of the Jap-
anese assurances in regard to the open-
ing of hostilities: “If the telegram is
true, Japan deceived the United States.’

-| Why

. has. the. United, States waited, four-
teen months to let the w"oﬂgglg%%v‘ this
when it did not hesitate to charge Russia
with breaking her promises.”

Doubt as to'the result of the approach-
ing naval action in the Far East, on
which so much depends, weakened prices
on the bourse to-day, all quotations fall-
ing. Imperial fours, however, only yield-
ed a quarter of a point.

A
SAILED DUE EAST

FROM MADAGASCAR.

London, April 15.—A telegram from
Singapore was received here to-day an-
nouncing that the Peninsular & Oriental
Steamship Company’s steamer Marmora
sighted five Russian battleships on April
3rd, in latitude 8 degrees south and
longitude 92 degrees east, steering for
the Straits of Sunda. The dispatch has
no present significance, The fact that
the Marmora sighted the Russian squad-
ron was reported éarly in the month from
Colombo. The news apparently has now
reached Singapore through outgoing
steamers

' The main interest in the dispatch les
in its giving the exact location of the
squadron, indicating that it steered al-
most 8ne east from Madagascar, pre-
‘sumably with the object of creating the
impression that Rojestvensky intended
to traverse the Straits of Sunda and
draw away the Japanese from the Mal-
acea straits through which he ultimately

passed in safety.
Ok
ADMIRAL SEEKS
; VICTORY OR DEATH.

Paids, ‘April 15.—Gaston Dru tele-
graphs from St. Petersburg to the Echo
de. Pori# that Admiral Rojestvensky’s
last ﬂsegram before leaving Nossi was
singnlgrly laconic and eloquent. He

f*“%ﬁ&f telpgraph -agiin “Befora the

battle... If ‘I am beaten you will learn
it through Togo. If I defeat him. I will
announde it to you.”

M. Dru adds that the telegram was
accepted as meaning that the Rugsian
admiral seeks victory or death.

L R

FIFTH DIVISION OF
RUSSIAN SQUADRON.
Port Said, April 15.—Information has
reached here to the effect that the fifth
division of the Russian seeond Pacific
squadron, Under the command. of Viece-
Admiral Vessarago, and composed of the
battleships Imperator, Alexander IIL.,
Slava and Paul 1., the armored cruiser
Pamyatasova and the second class cruis-
er Admiral Korniloff, will traverse the
Suez’ canal in July or August.
AL G

ARE PREPARING FOR
TURNING MOVEMENT.

Gunshu Pass, Manchuria, April 15.—
The expected Japanese turning move-
ment is not developing, but preparations,
it is undergtood, are progressing.

POPULATION OF
EDMONTON  DISTRICT

Catholics Form Only One-Third Accord-
ing to the Last Census Returns
for Dominion,

Ottawa, April 14.—As nearly as ean
be ascertained by an examination of the
Dominion éensus of 1901, the population
of present, Dominion electoral district of
Edmonton was then 19,831, Of this
number 6,933 are put down as Roman
Catholic and 4,144 are put down as
“Greek church.” . An examination of the
tables showing the places of origin make
it plain that those placed under the head
of “Greek church” are not Catholic, but
members of the Russo-Greek Orthodox
church, and that the Galician “Catho-
lics,” who are of the Greek rite, are pro-
perly included under the head “Roman
Catholic.” The Catholic population
must, therefore, be taken as correctly
stated at 6,933, or a little over one-third
of the population, not seventy per cent.
as stated in some newspapers.

‘Won Prize,

Dr. W. T. Whitley, Baptist minister,
of Preston, England, son of Mr. Thomas
Whitley, and brother of Mr. F. . Whit-
ley, of the departmemnt of agriculture,
has been awarded the $1,000 prize offer-
ed by Miss Helen Gould for the best
essay on the Roman Catholic and Pro-
testant Bible, compared. There were
250 competitors.

New Bills,

In the House to-day the V., V. & B.
bill was introduced by Duncan Ross and
read a first time. The Kaslo and Lardo-
Duncan bill was also read a first time.

\

The dolphin is the fastest swimmer. ;Its
speed varies from thirty miles to forty
miles an hour.

HILL SAYS WILL

BUILD THIS YEAR

IN SIMILKAMEEN AND
THEN ON TO COAST

Great Northern Railway Seeks No Sub=
. sidy—Sarveyors Are Now in. .-
the Field.

1

A short time ago the loeal Board of
Trade placed itself in communication
with J. J. Hill, of the Great Northern
Railway to ascertain exactly ‘what that
company proposed to do with regard to
the Coast-Kootenay railway. A few days
since Presgident 8. J. Pitts received the
appended very interesting and gratifying
telegram from Louis Hill; son of the
magnate, and vice-president of the com-
pany. The message is from Jekyl Idl-
and, Georgia, where Mr. Hill and son
are now visiting. It is a§ follows:

S. J. Pitts, President Vietorla Board of
Trade:

Our company is prepared and will com-
mence to build from upper Similkameen
this year and later on to/Coast, asking no
subsidy. Similkameen pdrties can assure

you our interest in mattef. Lack of proper-

co-operation has lost district and ourselves
much time. Completion depends upon vari-
ous conditions tbat have already caused
delay.

EQUIS W. HILL.

In this connection the  Similkameen
Star, of Princeton, on,Saturday last con-
tained the following:

“The Great Northern engineers arrived
in Princeton last Friday and pitched
camp about three miles down the river.
Monday Chief Engipeer Xennedy ar-
rived, and Tuesday.the surveyors com-
menced on the southgast side of the Sim-
ilkameen river, at jPrinceton, to locate
the line along the piver until they meet
the other party of surveyors working
north from Oroville, ‘'Washington.

It is expected that after this survey,

_which .must be; fgﬂm right of way, Is
G

completed, the t Nerthern will start
building and that its line will reach
Princeton this fall. Chief Engineer Ken-
nedy left for the Boundary country Tues-
day afternoon.”

RECOMMENDATION OF
CHURCH COMMISSION

Proposes to Restore Large Part of

Property to the United Free
Kirk.

London, April 14—The report of the
royal commission appointed to inquire
into the Scottish churches dispute, recom-
mends that the Free Church should hand
over to the United Free Church all the
property it cannot itself adequately ad-
minister.

It is admitted.that the former can only
utilize a small portion of the churches,
manses and money handed over by the
recent decision of the courts.

The recommendation, if accepted by
the government, will niean the restora-
tion of a large part of the property to
the United Free Church.  Legislation
will be necessary to give effect to the
recommendation,- but little, if any, op-
position is expected to it.

MEETING PRIVATE.

Nothing Given Out Regarding Confer-
ence Between Members and
Premier Balfour.

London, April 14 —The deputation of
members of parliament, headed by Mr.
Joseph Chamberlain, appointed at the
meeting in the House of Commons yes-
terday to present to Premier Balfour a
statement expressmg the views of the
members who are in favor of tariff re-
form, was received by Mr. Balfour to-
day. The proceedings were strictly pri-
vate. It is understood, however, the de-
putation did not ask for an immediate
answer, and that the Premier will take
time to consider the terms proposed as
a compromise looking to the solidification
of the Unionists.

BOILER NEARLY EMPTY.
Explosion in the Toronte Customs House
Narrowly Averted.

Toronto, April 14—The Toronto cus-
toms house had a narrow escape from
being blown up this morning. Shortly
after the clerks assembled the building
began to fill with smoke and steam. An
expert wasg called in who discovered the
boiler almost empty, and a violent ex-
plosion -imminent. Prompt measures,
however, averted danger.

ARBITRATION TREATIES.

The Hagne. April 14—The second
chamber of the States-General to-day
approved the arbitration treaties between
the Netherlands and Denmark, France
and Great- Britain,

FEAR NUTBREAK IN

CRISIS IN AGITATION
NOW SEEMS IMMINENT

Bombs and Arms Smuggled Into Covn-

.6y~ Bolice -Active. and Brlsons

Are Overtlowing,

St. Petersburg, April 14.—Develop-
ments all point to a crisis in the present
agitation among the wiorkmen of the
cities and the peasants of the country
on May Day, and appeals are pouring in
from all quarters of Russia for military
protection.

The St. Petersburg workmen are pre-
paring for a great demonssration. Arms
ai bombs in large quantities have been
smuggled in, and bloodshéd on a large
seale is feared. Wealthy persons, who
ordinarily go to villas on the islands of
the Neva, or to mneighboring country
places, are this year going abroad.

The government has taken few special
measures to meet the situation, evidently
relying on the troops and police to guand
the capital. The latter are extremely
active. ‘All the prominent agitators are
being arrested. or havg already been sent
back to the villages from which they
originally came. The prisons are filled
to overflowing. -

There have been disputes between the
workmen and the managers of the Putil-
off, Baltic and Nevski works and between
the employees and the management
of the government cartridge faetory.
At the latter place the men refuse to
continue any longer to domate any por-
tion of their pay to assisting in the sup-
port of the families of the soldiers at the
front, claiming that the money ds used
to prosectite the war, to which they are
opposed.

« The news-received from the mtenor is
alarmmg, espeeially = from She . Baltic |
provmces where the entire population is
in a state of intense excitement. The
cities are being flooded with revolution-
ary proclamations, calling on the people
to rise on May Day. The criminal classes
are taking advantage of the sitmation to
pillage and plunder, while in theé country
the landlords are powerless to eope with
the peasants, and demand the stationing
of troops at every station.

From Dunaburg, government of
Vitebsk, come reports that Jews are in a
state of panic.over the circulation - of
proclamations similar to those which
preceded the outbreaks at Kishineff and
Gomel.

At Ekatorinoslaw (South Russia) three
revolutionists who were surrounded by
police fought their way to liberty, killing
or wounding several of the latter,

A dispatch from Caars (Trans-Cau-
casia) states that the employees of the
Trans-Caucasian railroad are on strike,
and that 100 miles of track has been
eliminated.

New Governor’s Proclamation,™

Tiflis, Caucasia, April 14—<A procla-
mation of Count Von Vorontzoff-Dash-
koff, the mnew governor of Caucasia,
is gazetted to-day, announcing that in
accordance with the intention of Emperor
Nicholas, the governor-general, when he
assumes office, will convoke a -conference
of representatives of .all tHe towns, peas-
ant communities and orthodox Armenian
and Mohammedan churches,with the view
of concerting measures for the establish-
ment of public security, defining the
amendments necessary .to the judicial
proceedure of the Caucasus and intro-
ducing Zemstvo administration.

The governor-general also proposes to
hasten the surveys of the crowp lands
available for cultivation that they may
be allotted to those in need of land. The
proclamation adds that the Emperor has
ordered a revision of the question of the
confiscation of the Armenian church
propérty, and concludes with urging the
maintenance of tranquility so that condi-
tions in the Caucasus may be speedily
improved in accordance with the 1mperi-
al rescript ef March 3rd.

MORGAN INDIGNANT.

Resents Action of Magistrate, Who
Sought Information Regarding
Famous Cope.

Rome, April 14.——Bef0re J. Pierpont
Morgan, who arrived here yesterday
from Naples, left Taormina, Sieily, an
examining magistrate from Taormina
hoarded his yacht the Corsair to take
Mr. \Iorgans testimony concerning the
person. who sold him the famous cope,
stolen from the cathedral of Ascoli, and
subsequently returned to Ascoli by Mr.
Morgan. The latter was indignant at
being troubled about the matter after
having returned the cope without even
asking for the reimbursement of the
money he had paid for it. He said he
did not remember anything -connected’
with the purchase of the cope, but when
asked to sign a statement to that effect
refused, saying he would not sign any-
thing in a language he did mot under-
stand: The government has been in-
formed of the incident, and is most dis-

pleased at its occurence.

Ak NURBERED
RUSSIA ON- MAY-DAY|

WIFE AND DAUGHTER

BODIES WERE FOURD
IN BOLE UNDER FLOOR

Murderer Has Made Cenfession—Navi-
gation om St, Lawrence— Trades
Unions Must Pay Damages.

Toronto, April 13.—A dispatch from
Penetanguishene says:

“A crime, remarkable for its brutality,
was perpetrated at Penetanguishene last
night, when' Mrs. Desfoches and her
fourteen-year-old daughter Annie were
chopped down with an axe, their bodies
stripped of every stitch of clothing and
then thrown into a hole under the floor,
used as a cellar.. Mrs, Desfoches was
about fifty years of age and kept nerself
by taking in washing and going out by
the day. Her husband is a farm laborer
employed about a mile distant from
towan.

Penetanguishene, April
Desfoches, husband of the murdered
woman and father of the child, was ar-
rested this afternoon while piling lumber
in Playfair's yard in Midland. He ad-
mits killing both woman and chiid. His
wife and he quarrelled and he hit her
over the head with an axe handle.. He
thinks she died instantly. His daughter
came in at that moment from church and
he struck her with his axe and broke
the handle. » He took another axe and
hit her again. Then he stabbed both
in the neck and removed their clothing
with which to wipe up the blood, threw
the bodies into the cellar and then start-
ed for Midland.

Success of Ice Breaker.

Montreal, April 13.—The ice bridge at
Cape Rouge, just 'above Quebee, which
annually delays the opening of naviga-
tion upon the St. Lawrence, sometimes
for a fortnight.or more, gave wagy, this
aftercoon. - Navigation will be open to

Meontreal in two or three days. The earky !

breaking up of the ice bridge was due
to work. done by the ice-breaker Mont-
calm, which the Canadian government
had built in Great Britain last summer.
Last fall the Montcalm was put to work
at Cape Rouge, keeping the river at that
point open as long as possible. The
ice formation was particularly heavy this
year, and but for the work accomplished
since April .1st by the Montealm it is
doubtful if the bridge would have moved
until after May 1st. The ice in some
places was 20 feet thick.

Wound Caused Death.

Montreal, April 13.—Joseph Kourri
died at his home in this city this even-
ing, the doctors say, from the effect of
a bullet wound in his head, which he re-
ceived in a fight at Labelle, Que., in Oc-
tober, 1903. His assailant was tried for
attempted murder at the Hull assizes,
and acquitted largely on Kourri’s own
evidence, he swearing the shooting was
accidental, although when lying. as sup-
posed, at the point of death in the Notre
Dame hospital, he made an anti-mortem
statement, in which he swore that the
shot had been fired deliberately. Kourri's
assailant eannot be prosecuted further as
death did not take place within. the
period prescribed by the law of a year
and a day.

Died From Heart Failure.

Toronto, April 13.—Alfred MacDou-
gall, whose trial on a’ charge of embez-
zlement of the funds of the provineial
treasury has been postponed from time
to time over a period of three years, is
dead from heart failure.

Failures.

Toronto, April 13.—According to
Bradstreet’s report, issued yesterday, the
total number of. business failures in Can-
ada and Newfoundland for the first quar-
ter of 1905 was 378, involving $3,636,-
584 in liabilities and $1,597,397 in assets.
This is an increase,of 22 per cent. in
liabilities. The largest number of fail-
ures occurred in Ontario, 140. Quebec
came next with 137. British Columbia
contributed but 17 to the list.

Gsamey’'s Motion.

Toronto, April 13.—R. R. Gamey, M.
P. P, for Manitoulin, has placed on the
order paper of the legislature a motion
to rescind and expunge from the records
of the House the report of the Gamey
commission, which censures the member
for Manitoulin,

Verdict For Company.

S8t. Catharines, April 13.—The jury
at the assizes last night brought in a ver-
dict in favor of the Guerney Foundry Co.
for $1,500 against the trades unions. The
company took action for $10,000 against
the trades unions and applied for an in-
junction to restrain the defendants from
further interfering with the company’s
rights and boycotting - the company’s
goods. Justice Angeline in his charge to
the jury declared that from the evidence
produeed there was clearly an iron hand
under the velvet glove of the trades
unions,

Rancher’s Body Found.

Calgary, N. W. T., April 13.—A mys-
tery surrounds the death of Daniel Camp-
bell, a rancher, whose body was found

floating in a slough near Moore Houwi
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yesterday. The corpse was lying in a
wagon bhox and the vehicle to which it
was attached and the horse were nearby.
A post-mortem indicated that death re-
sulted from drowning, but how that could
oceur and the man left in the wagon box
is a mystery. Campbell was in Calgary
during the day. He was thirty years of
age and had resided 'in Alberta many
years. A sister resides in Vancouver,

COMMITTED SUICIDE.

Waltham, Mass.,, April 13.—Mrs.
Louise H. Johnson, wife of a former
mayor of Waltham and well known
throughout the state as a temperance
q,dvocate, committed suicide to-day-.by
drownmg 1ll-health and a shock follow-
ing the violent death of a son in Con-
necticut are thought to have unbalanced
her mind.. ‘Mrs. Johnson was 70 years
of age.

STRENGTHENING FORTRESS.

Rushing Men to Vladqvostock—Addition-
al Batteries Are Being Prepared.

Tokio, April 13.—It is reported here
to-day that the Russians are continu-
ally reinforcing the garrison at Viadi-
vostock, and that the work of strength-
ening the fortress .is progressing com-
stantly. It is said that the plans of
the Russians contemplate a garrison
numbering one hundred thousand men,
with five hundred guns. Many addi-
tional batteries, redoubts, barriers and
pits are in course of eonstruction, and
enormous stores of ammunition are bé-
ing accumulated.

The Russians, it is said, hope to so

equip the fortress that it will be cap-
able of withstanding a siege.
Favors Continuing War.

Paris, April 18.—The Journal’'s St.
Petersburg correspondent - states that
Gen. Dragomiroff strongly advises Em-
peror Nicholas t¢ contintie the war, pur-
suing defensive.tactics until the double-
tracking of the trans-Siberian railway
can be completed, and then pour rein-
forcements into Manchuria and assume
the offensive, when Japan shall have be-
come exhausted, at the same time utiliz-
ing Russia’s great resources for strength—
ening the fleet, which, he asserts, will
take four years to render it more power-
ful than Japan’s navy. This plan, Gen.
Dragomiroff considers, would certainly
be finally successful, 3

Hospltal Ship.
“Chicago, April 13.—& Chicago ‘Daily
Neéws special from Saigon says: “Ro-
jestvensky’s hospital ship arrived here
last night to take on board provisions,
medicine and coal. It will leave to-mor-

rm‘; at midday to join the main squad-
ron,’

LORD LANSDOWNE

On the Proposed Peace Conference—
Hopes There Will Be Early
Meeting.

London, April 18.—In the House of
Lords to«day Lord Reay (Liberal) asked
if President Roosevelt’s invitation to the
powers. to send representatives to' a
peace conference would be accepted, and

whether the subject of contraband of
war would be brought before the confer-

. ence.

Foreign Secretary Lansdowne, reply-
ing, said the invitation had been accepted
without hesitation. The government had
placed itself in President Roosevelt’s
hands with a reservation merely as to
the subjeets which might be submitted
to the conference. All the other powers
had -accepted the invitation with equal

- cordiality and with the same reserva-

tions. He-added that the position of the

‘powers was most unsatisfactory in re-

gard te the many questions of inter-
national law. .The only method a meu-
tral power could adopt when at vari-
ance with one of the belligerents, short
of resorting ‘to means which he would
rather not contemplate, was to follow
Britain, press
its views as strongly as possxble and
make frequent protests.

In conclusion, Lord Lansdowne said
that among other subjects which it was
most desirable to discuss was the dan-
ger from floating mines, the new and
terrible development of modern warfare.
In fact it was very desirable that a gen-
eral agreement should be reached among
the powers on all the questions raised,
feeling that everything should be done
to restrict the area of belligerent opera-
tions and minimize the sufferings of
those directly and indirectly - affected.
The government cordially welcomes the
initiative of the United States, and at
the proper time wiould glasdly associate it-
self with the government of the United

-States in deahng thh those important

subjects.

The secretary shared the hope that
the time was not far distant when they
might address themselves to this most
hnmane and most honprable task.
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THE CONSPIRACY CASE.

Indictment Against Nan Patterson Dis-
missed.

New York, April 14—The indictment
charging Nan Patterson with conspiracy
with J. Morgan Smith and Mrs. Smith
wrongfully to obtain money from Caesar
Young was dismissed in the court of
general sessions to-day at the request of
Assistant District Attorney Rand. Coun-
sel for Smith demurred to the indietment
against the Smiths and declared that the
facts alleged against them did not con-
stitute a erime. The court reserved deci-
sion in that case.
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