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g Catarrh.

unty, New York, Hon,
n a recent letter writtem
York, stated: “I was
friend to try a bottle of
e tonic, Peruna, and the
p gratifying that I am
ed to recommend it.”
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stem is rejuvenated by
This renders medicines
A short course of Pe-
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bborn cases of catarrh
od treatment for years.
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b Medicine Co., Colums='

mer, Stoughton, Wis.,
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stomach disorders
untilitseemed that
there was nothing
to me but a bundle
of nerves. I was
very irritable,
could not sleep,
rest ‘or compose
myself, and was
certainly unfit to
takecare of a
K nerve tonics and pills
When I began taking

ily better, my nerves
f rest was no longer fit-
onsider myself in per-
rength. My recovery
, but I persevered and
perfect health.””—Mrs,

rive prompt and satis-
m the use of Peruna,
r. Hartman, giving a
our case and he will
you his valuable ad-

prtman, President of
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SEALING FLEET

Vessels to Return—
Been Unsuccess-
One.

of the sealing schoon-
McPhee, and the
apt. McCaulay. Mon-
ly three more of the
yet to return, exclus-
h, having white crews,
er island. This latter
kht vessels, the Casco,
kcar and Hattie, Car-
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s which have gone to
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the whole coast fleet.
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he neighborhood of
year the entire coast
ers was 3,384 skins,
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‘cording to the above
1 very small.
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follows: Umbrina,
ott, 256 skins; Ida
y, o3 skins; Director,
, 97 skins; Annie E.
McKiel, 586 skins;
. A. H. Olson, 60
Papt. A. B. Whidden,
Japt. D. L. Jones, 3
., Capt. McPhee, 137
Capt. McCaulay,
vessels still out
reported from
as having 130,
and Libbie were
the former with 120
with 117 skins.
hnd all report that
the wildness of the
onsible for the poor
ad hunted off the
slands, where Capt.
ig haul, but did not
e same opportune
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SUBMIT REPORT ON
TRANSPORTATION

iS OF INTEREST TO
VICTORIA MERCHANTS

The Chamber of Commerce Transact
Their Weekly Budget—Reports
and Other Matters.

[he principal business dealt with at
recular meeting of the Chamber of

snmeree on Tuesday was the report

transportation committee read by
It was received and laid
an President
1. Carter occupied the chair. Richard
Hall. M. P. P., Andrew Blygh, R._L.
}'1'\1;\' and Frank Adams made applica-
rion for membership, and were duly

elected. :

A number of unimportant communica-
tions were received and disposed of in
the usual manner.

A. B. Fraser, on behalf of a sub-com-

ittee on home industries, reporte_d hav-

ited on the Women's Council with
<atisfactory results. Since then a letter
nad been received from the CO\ln'(']l an-
pouncing that the proposed action to-
wards the encouragement of the patron-
age of home industry among the women
received their hearty suppor_t. A com-
mittee of two had been appointed to l_ay
the matter before the affiliated societies
at their rezular session. The report was
received and the committee tlmnl_{e.d.

Mr. Mowat reported that the visits of
the school children to local factories had
so far been most successfu}.

Mr. Smith then submitted _the fol-
lowing report from the committee on
transportation: 3

ir¢-—Your. committee appointed some

ynths back to look up the trade :m}l
portation questions as 'uﬁectlng this
s to make the following report: 2

t an intelligent understanding of this
important matter might be arri\'ed'ut
our committee, it was deemed advis-
. to wpproach the question from both
S :nt and non-resident smnd.poims._
This was accomplished by circularizing
all centres and settlements W.ithhl. the
province with whom| commercial m'teir-
course is or could be carried-on, and again

references among shippers and
merchants. As a result of which your
committee have now in their possession
and in process of tabulation, some one
hundred and ten communications contain-
ing invaluable information of the various
ducts and resources of these communi-
ies, classes of goods exported and re-
red by them, freight qud passenger
rates and suggestions for ‘lm'pruved ser-
vi and trade relations with Vietoria.

From the local shippers and merchants
many complaints and grievances }mve been

ived, showing present facilities as un-

factory in the extreme.

died neglect or failure to undgrstnnd
t nature of service required by Victoria
as a Coast point, the pol:shed. attention
and promises of redress by railroad offi-
cials, show plainly the futility of protest
and the urgent need of concerted action.

The interior Mainland traders p(:int to

the disadvantages under s}"hich Vietoria
labors and the gradual shifting of commer-
cial distribution to the‘).lamln_nd.

Our geographical position gives Vancou-
ver two days' start on up country orders

the
1’hil R. Smith.
the table for consideration.

(which is a suffclent handicap on:quick:

deliveries), w.thout am additional laying
over of from three to eight days in the
freight sheds of that city.

Emergencies we are aware will some-
times arise for which all are willing to
make due allowance, but the frequency of
these complaints has made it apparent to

ny that the trouble here complained of
1s been the rule and mot the exception.

Great dissatisfaction Is expressed at the
withdrawal of terminal privileges on sal-
mon shipments from Victoria. This move
wt only tends to centralize 'this industry

he Mainland, but will Hmit cpmpetl-
on in freight rates to Eastern points; it

; also a sufficient bearing on trap fish-

possibilities of the southeast and
southwestern waters of Vancouver Island,
and the ultimate supplying of Coast and
Northern canneries through their Main-
land agencies.

Anotﬁer bone of contention, and in this
we have the support of the mercantile in-
terests of this province, is the privilege
the Coast $hould possess in being’nble to
ship Bastern at Western rates. Not only
would this give the Coast manufacturer a
fair chance in disposing of Western wares,
but would make British Columbia a dis-
tributing point in the EBast for Oriental
goods. Appended to this report is a con-
trast of rates in this particular.

With Northern traffic both Vancouver
and Seattle possess advantage in being
the first point of arrival from the North,
and the former, in additlon to this, the
last port of call. This gives the mer-
chants of these cities a commercial pres-
tige in the Northern trade.

We believe it to be useless to approach
the C. P. R. Co. toward making this city
the home port of one of their boats, divid-
ing as it were the honors equally between
‘ictoria and Vancouver for the reason

the company's interest lay first in
ng up their own city, and second by
at a slight inconvenience would result

) them in point of time by the change.

We do think, however, that arrangements
might be made with one or more lines of
the Seattle fleet (they having to pass here
ming and going) which would give tlge

10 complaint in this respect. We
st this matter be well looked into
by this chamber with this end in view.

The completion of the ferry system of
the Great Northern railway will, we be-
icve, from the tenor of letters from the
Lower Mainland, bring this city into close
touch with the agricultural pessibilities of
this section, and your committee suggest
to the members of this chamber to ac-
quaint themselves with the communica-
ions received at the earliest opportunity,
s many openings have presented them-
<ilves in this connection for remunerative
exchange.

nother pressing necessity and one
ch the Coast cities have apparently
st sight of for the time being i8 the
Coast-Kootenay road. The many com-
nications bearing on this subject empha-
strongly the urgent need of early
struction, retaining to this province
the Dominion the trade which now
vies to the state of Washington.

I'he Gulf and Island service carried on
Victoria & Sidney railroad last

has not escaped severe criticism
our correspondents. While admit-
the advantages derived from the same
ited to losses in fruits and meats ow-
< to the dirregularities in arrival. This
* your committee are now working
and hope to report to this chamber
ngements for better service for the

< summer.
e spondents call attention to a
during the summer months

¢ 4 or fortnightly service with a
Sma r. In this way a great deal
of produce will find its way to market,
whic | not reach here under present
o1l ., a corresponding Increase in re-
irn trade will of necessity 4ake place.

Much vexation is caused by the action
f the C. P. R. Co. in levying on . local
s a lighterage rate of from 5¢. ‘to

the

per hundred on broken carload lots.:

As a Coast point, goods should be deliver-
ed in this city at tariff rates, a course now
pursued by the Great Northern Railway
Co.
Well grounded complaints arise ix‘ the
settlement of shortage, losses or over
c¢harges from our merchants against the
railroad companies, the system prevailing
among them of keeping these claims open
for periods extending from six to fifteen
months cannot be too strongly condemned.
There is no reason why all claims of this
nature could not be adjusted and settled
for within thirty days. If this matter was
left in the hands of committee mentioned
elsewhere there is little doubt but what
this grievance could be entirely removed.
The enormous demand for lumber now
taking place in the Northwest’is making
itself felt among the local shippers. To
placé ‘this business on a proper basis, how-

ever, connection by rail with the. water-,i Probability That It Will Be Cancelled—

front preperties embracing Ilumber and
other industries will have to be accom-
plished. In this connection the question
of harbor improvement looms up as the
only effective method of encouraging trade
and giving to this ity the most gatisfac-
tory results from an economic and com-
mercial standpoint.

In investigating the complaints irecéived
by your committee to the delays in ar-
rival of goods shipped over the transcon-
tinental lines, and which in a number of
cases have exceeded more than double the
time ordifiarily consumed, a serious ques-
tion is raised as to the amount of rolling
stock available.

The unprecedented growth of the Ori-

THE RESERVE FOR -

'ENORMOUS ACREAGE

|
|

ental and Coast trades leads your commit- |

tee to believe that the only relief that

can be afforded in this direction is in the |

e | pulp purposes.

building of another transcontinental
Considerable inconvenience is attached to
the present order of things, which will
certainly not diminish with increased ship-
ments.

Before closing this report your committee
would call attention to the vast grants of
valuable land alienated.by our legislatures

incurred in the guaranteeing of bonds. It
was the intention to have presented with

has been done in this respect, 1
also the results attained and the pressing
necessities of the future.

We believe this information is of such
a startling character as to create uneasi-

to the matter, and will show the urgent
necessity of future development along the
line of ownership or control by the gov-
ernment. Your committee will at the
earliest date tabulate this matter for use
of this chamber and the various boards of
trade throughout the province.

Slowly and surely it has been made ap-
parent to your committee in their work
on transportation that Victoria is losing
ground as a factor in distribution. Taken
some few years ago as the largest city
north of Portland, she now ranks fourth
place, the honors being taken from her by
the two Sound and one Mainland city.
Enjoying up -to the last few months. ag,
isolated position, and with strong and per-
sistent efforts on the part of the national
highway to build up a rival sister, she has
met disadvantages and discriminations
that few cities could have withstood. Re-
monstrances on the part of her merchants
individually and through the board of
trade, have been without effect.

In reviewing the past and planning for
the future we believe awalits this city,
your committee realize that which is now
apparent to many of our citizens, namely:
That in order to obtain those concessions

free commercial intercourse common to
ofher Coast points, the merchants should
stand together, favoring those who favor
us, and for the effective carrying out of
such policy in the building up of our city,
the merchants be approached with a view
of appointing a committee in whose hands
all routing orders shall be placed for use
where they will do the most good.

J. L. Beckwith moved that the report
be received. TUnless there was some
combined action on the part of Victoria
merchants the trade of this city with
other parts of the province would con-
tinue to diminish until it became practi-
cally nil. Some determined effort should
be made to see that no delay occurred
from the time freight passed into the
hands of the transportation companies
until reaching its destination.

The report was received and tabled
for further consideration.

Mr. Walker moved that a committee
of three, together with the secretary and
treasurer, comprise a finance committee.
This was carried. Messrs. Kingham,
Newton and Houston were selected.

Mr. Morley read a circular letter pro-
posed to be sent to different sections of
Vancouver Island asking co-operation in
the appointment of an Island council.
This association, it is pointed out, would
consist of representatives from each dis-
trict, would be strictly non-political, and
would deal only with matters affecting
the interests of the Island as a whole.
Mr. Beckwith objected to the letter on
the ground that it would have a fend-
ency to cause bad feeling between Main-
land and Island merchants. It was laid
cn the table, '

On motion of Mr. Laird exclusive
power to deal with matters relating to
harbor improvements was left in the
hands of the executive,
shortly after adjourned.

IN STRONG DEMAND,

Okell Patent of Pots Growing Rapidly
in Popularity—Incoming Shipments.

This year a large proportion of the
salmon output will be shipped to Eng-
land and eastern peints in the well known
Okell patent porcelain pots. These pots
have recently come under the inspection
of the medical faculity of England, and
the Lancet, in commenting on the result,
says that they are the most perfect used
in the packing of salmon, being entirely
fiee from metallic contamination.

In preparation for this season pack, C.
W. Pike & Company, of San Francisco.
recently ‘imported from England on the
China Mutual liner Oanfa 8,800 c¢ases of
pots, and they are expecting on the
Keemun this week an additional ship-
ment of 12,960 cases. Following this
consignment will be another shipment
of 13,240 cases of pots on the Ajax, of the
same line, making a total of 35,000
@ses of pots all told. Besides these
there are being made to the south of
the boundary for the use of the Ameri-
can market 2,500« cases.
fact in connection with the importation

shipment overland to Eastern Canada
and England.

MURDER AND SUICIDE.

Editor Shot His Sweetheart and Then
Himself,

Berlin, May 19.—The Mercury, a week-
iy paper, published by a group of young
literary men in Strasburg, was recently
confiscated on the charge of Les Majeste.
Hans Pagel, a medical student, the re-
sporsible editor cf the paper, thereupon
shot and killed himself and his sweet-
heart.

D. J. Munn, of New Westminster, i at
the Driard.

The meeting :

| through tlie notice given in the last issue

~ APULP COMPANY

COVERED BY NOTICE

It Includes About Seven Hundred
Square Miles.

A storm of indignation has swept over
the lower Mainland of British Columbia !

of the Gazette that a reserve had been
placed on a block of land variously esti-|
mated in extent at from 500 to ’TOO|
square miles, to enable the Island Power
Company to select lands therefrom for

Inquiry about the offlices over James
Bay discloses the fact that little general
knowledge existed in regard to the mat-
ter.

| power of creating these reserves rests |
for the purpose of opening up this prov- |
ince; also the cash bonuses' and liabilities |

with the Chief Commissioner of Lands |
and Works, although he doubtless con- |

! sults with his colleagues of the executive.

this report a statement to date of what |
showing

ness on the part of any who care to go in- |

and considerations which are necessary to '

J

| was based, it is believed,

i
| -

A noteworthy | again. I was suffering so much that 1
i

of these pots is that this year the demand | A neighbor kindly suggested the use of
for them by consignees in London is just | Paine’s Celery Compound, and to please
five times as great as it was last year. | her, I consented to try it. The first few
Several carloads are now in demand for | Joses seemed to send a feeling of new

In the present instance, there seems |
to have been a misapprehension as to the !
extent of the lands covered,by the re-
serve. The department of
works is under the impr
tract not exceeding a- hund
miles was embraced in the di h |
has just been gazetted. ) n |
sentations made by the p
which Mr. Farrell, of Vancouver, is the
principal. When protests began to come
in from the loggers, however, it is stated
that the clerical staff of the department
scaled the lands and discovered that in
the .aggregate it represented over 700
square miles. This was so far in excess
of any area that would have been  per-
mitted by the minister, that there is
good ground for believing that the next
Gazette will contain” the cancellation or
the offending reserve.

The members, particularly from Van-
couver, have been very active-in the mat-
ter. Messrs. Garden and Tatlow have |
been besieging the ministers with pro-
tests. Some of the ministers held the
view that as pulp woods do mot include |
any of the timbers used in lumber oper- |
ations, and as pre-emptors were protect-
ed under the reserve, that no serious ob- |
jection could be taken. It is also under- |
stood they are in favor of providing for |

i the renewal of existing special timber

licenses within the area of the reserve.
Mr. Garden was up the coast a few days
since, and was full of indignation at
finding the new company’s posts driven
in all the best land for timbering pur-
poses in the distriots visited.

The apparent oversight, in pe\rmitting]
what loggers and lumbermen regard as
gross injustice, is explained, from a gov-
ernmental standpoint, by the fact that|
all the ministers have been so engrossed:
with the proceedings of the special com- |
mittee that departmental matters haveo !
been left very largely with the depaty |
heads. However, the assurance is' given |
from authoritative sources that the re-
serva will be cancelled. ;

The Life Giving Virtues of

Paine's Celery Compound

Beseued a Lady Who Was Draw-
- ing Noar the Grave.

THE LIFE BUILDING MEDICINE
THAT WIVES AND MOTHERS
NERkw IN MAY. °

Paine’s Celery Compound does a

Under the statute, the exclusive | preferred by Smith Curtis against the

| evening.

wondrous work for sick and half dead
women in May. The conditions of winter
have been detrimental to tne health of
women and girls everywhere; they have |
declined in nervous vigor, the blood is
reeking with impurities, the exeretory
organs do not perform their work, and
the digestive machinery is sadly out of
gear. The human machine must be
cleansed, repaired and strengthened in
May. Paine’s Celery Compound does the
work surprisingly fast, and gives a guar-
antee of permanent health and long life:
It is the one spring medicine that truly
nourishes, regulates and invigorates the¢
entire nervous system from the brain to
the minutest nerve filament. It gives a
full, ricn supply of energizipg blood, it
clears the muddy, unhealthy skin, it gives
an increase in weight, and more refresh-
ing sleep. Whatever be your condition
unhappy sufferer, we give you a blessed
assurance of a new and lasting health
through the use of Pzine’s Celery Com-
pound, Mrs. Flora S. Brantley, Levis, P.
Q., writes thus:

“Bighteen months ago I was terribly
afflicted with daily headaches and was
despondent, nervous and weak. Medical
assistance and patent medicines failed to
bring me relief. My sufferings increased,
and | was told I would not get better

was satisfied to die if it was God’s will.

life into my blood, and I went on using
the compound. I have taken five bottles
end can honestly say I am fully cured.
1 am sleeping well, appetite in good con-
dition, getting back lost flesh, and feel
as active as a girl of fifteen. I think
my cure is a permanent one. I thank
God for Paine’s Celery Compound; it
saved my life to my husband and chil-
dren.”

If you are in need of free medical ad-
viee, write to Consulting Physician’s De-
partment, The Wells & Richardson Co.,
Limited, Montreal, Que. All correspon-
dence is sacredly confidential,

Edyth—Get out! I'll bet you cried for

Joy.

NANAIMO GAS COMPANY.

Annual Meeting Was Held on Saturday
—Officers Elected and Reports
Received.

The annual meeting of the Nanaimo
Gas Company was held at the company’s
office, Nanaimo, on Saturday last, at
which the annual report of the secretary-
treasurer as well as that of the auditors
was received.

The report received showed a more
prosperous year than that of 1902. The
management intend to still further ex-
tenu their mains, and to induce consum-
ers to use gas ‘for fuel purposes.

The directors elected for the year
were: Dr. G. L. Milne, Thomas Shot-
bolt, Mérgan Harris, J. Bryant and W.
K. Leighton.

The officers elected at a meeting of

'
1

the directors subsequently held are: Pre- !

sident, Dr. Milne;

vice-president, T. |

Shotbolt; secretary and treasurer, W. K. !

Leighton:
EXONERATES GOVERNMENT,

Commissioner Walkem’s
Curtis’s Charges.

The House met this afternoon at 2
¢’clocke
The Speaker reporfed that the Royal

reported to the House upon the charges

members of the Punsmuir government
in connection with railway matters. The
report was read to the House.

The finding of the comimission was

{ that the subsidy proposed was not ex-

cessive, and that, therefore, the govern-

| ment was exonerated in that respect.

The government was also exonerated
in respect to the negotiations with Mr.

a

.

| EXPERT EVIDENCE

NEEDED BY POLICE

When Definition of Swill Is Required —
How Lee Sing Escaped a
Conyiction.

What is swill? The word is not a

eupionic one, but it exactly fits the sub- i

stance. it designates. There may be one

| general conception of what it is com-

posed of, but it is not the easiest thing
in the world to prove in a police court.
The authorities found this out Tuesday
when they tried to secure a conviction
against Lee Sing, who was charged with
an infraction of the health by-law.

Sing was seen conveying a melange of
stuff in which fish entrails predomin-
ated, on Cormorant street on Saturday
Informatica was laid charging
him with an infraction of the health by-
law in cofveying swill through the
streets within prohibited hours. This
morning when the case came up in the
police court Sing’s counsel, Lindley
Crease, contended that it was not proved
that the contents of Sing’s load was
swill, being a variety of fish internals,
liquid and some decayed vegetable leaves
as a side dish. The «magistrate held
with Mr. Crease that the authorities had
not proved their case, so the charge was
dismissed. It is quite evident from the
foregoing that the next time the police
go into a prosecution of this sort they

should secure expert testimony,
|

o+ = B
Monday afternoon Constables Har

per and Blackstock discovered a miser-
| able-looking Chinaman lying down just

outside Hay’s blacksmith shop. He ap-
peared to be in extremis, and the two

constables, somewhat alarmed, hurried | - :
i this.’

back, secyred a blanket
their emaciated charge to
station. He was apparently so far gone
that the jailer telephoned for the health
officer, and Dr. Robertson soon arrived.
The Chinaman was found to be in no
immediate danger of dissolution, in fact
with him it was an illustration of the
deception of appearances.
covered that he had just escaped from
the Chinese hospital, where he had been
confined for upwards
{riends footing the bill. - When brought
to the station he was unable to walk,

and carried

! but it was observed that in response to

the jailer’s stern order he gathered him-
self together in short order and trotted
off with little difficulty.

* =

Magistrate Hall in
police
iated a charge of stealing two fence
boards preferred against Mrs. New-
combe by Mrs. Morley. Both ladies re-
side in Lake district, and the charge was
the culmination of a minor upheavel

the provineial

which occurs whenever the grass is ripe |

for pasture. Between the premises own-
ed by Mrs. Morley and the plot rented
by Mrs. Newcombe for pasture pur-
poses there is a small tract of land
thirty or forty feet wide, apparently in-
tended as a short-cut for pedestrians.
Through part of this Mrg. Newcombe
had been in the habit of driving her
cattle to her own field for pasture. Re-
cently, however, Mrs. Morley erected a
fence across one end of it, and this raised
all the trouble. Mrs. Newcombe con-
tended that Mrs. Morley had no right
to build that fence, and at once knocked
it down. = Mrs. Morley hurried to the
provincial police and told her story. She
said she saw Mrs. Newcombe take away
two boards. She was advised to lay an
information to this effect, and did so.
In the court yesterday, however, she
rather staggered Sergeant Murray By
admitting that she had not seen’ the
boards removed, but had heard that
they were. This was not sufficient to
convist, so the case was dismissed.

That innocent piece of land is a per-
ennal source of neighborly disputes, Ser-
geant Murray has frequently attempted
to arbitrate the question, but has ex-
hausted his stock of diplomacy to no
avail. Neither lady owns tle land in
question, so neither has the right to
fence it in.

A West-bound passenger train on the
Denver & Rio Grande railroad ran into
a rock slide near Palisades, Colo., killing
Engineer Geo. Stewart of this place, and
Fireman W. A. Woods.

the police | .
! paragraph as for as the words ‘“miners”

court Monday afternoon venti-|

{ on strike has at last taken place,

k .ndings on |
|at before the royal

MR, DUNSMUIR AND

HIS EMPLOYEES

WILL LAY PROPOSALS
BEFORE THE MINERS

Meeting of Committee Representing the
Men and President of Coal
Company.

Ladysmith, May 17.—A conference be-
tween the owner of the Wellington =ol-
lieries and a committee of his employees
and
there are now strong hopes and proba-
bilities that a settlement will be arrived
labor commissivl,

| which reopened its sittings to-day, con-

i
|
|
|
|
|
|
i
|

|
;

|
\
|

j
|

|
i

It was dis- |

i result of many interviews and

| arrangement

As the
confer-

clude its labors at this place.

| ences between the commissioners and the
commission, Mr. Justice Walkem, had !

counsel for the miners and Mr. Duns-
muir, and some tactful management on
the part of the commissioners and coun-
sel at the close of to-day’s sittings, an
was effected whereby M.
Dunsmuir and a committee of his men
were brought into conference together to-
cight. The interview lasted for some
time, and was concluded by the mine
owner agreeing to lay before his men
alternafiive propositions on his return to
Ladysmith on Wednesday night, when
his examination before the commission
is to be continued. Unless in the
terval the men should receive assurances
from the Western Federation of Miners
that $14,000 a month will be forthcom-
ing in their support, it is possible that
Thursday morning will see the end of the
strike.

The discussion which took place at the

! coenclusipn of to-day’s sittings of the com-

mission, and which was a preliminary
to the meeting between the parties, was
more suggestive of the attitude of Mr.
Dunsmuir towards unions and the public
generally in regard ‘to the management
of his. own business than anything said
by him during the course of his examina-
tipn before the commission. As, perhaps,

. the most important part of to-day’s pro-

ceedings it “is deserving of reproduction
in detail:

Mr. Bodwell: “I understand, Mr. Duns-
muir, that a committee of the men wish
to have an interview with yov while you
are here?’

Chief Justice Hunfer: “Simply as rep-
resenting themselves, I understand?”

Mr, Bodwell: “I have a statement here
in writing: ‘We, the undersigned miners
residing at Ladysmith, are willing to
have an inferview with Mr, Dunsmuir in
connection with the present difficulties be-
tween him and the miners. It is dis-
tiretly understood that we are not rep-
resenting any union in this interview, but
are only representing the mipers here;
but thaf further, it s not to be under-
stood that we in doing so are foregoing
any rights that we have or ought to have
in connection with organized labor.””

Mr. Dunsmuir: “Well I won’t meet
them. I have told the committee that I
won’t meet them wuntil they withdraw
from the Federation; them, and not till
then, that is my stand. I will treat them

; As my own men, and nothing to do with
| the Federation.

I will meet a commit-
tee.”

Mr. Bodwell: “It seems a pify that
there cannot be a meeting practically
without prejudice,” an arrangement in
some way.”

Commissioner Rowe: “I understand
that is all the men ask—without preju-
dice.”

Mr. Bedwell: “Perhaps we might effect

Mr. Bodwell then read over the above

here, adding: “I suppose if it stopped
with these words it would be all right?”

Mr. Dunsmuir: “Read that again.” Mr,
Bodwell re-reads the passage.

Mr. Dunsmuir: *“That’s all right, that
far.”

Mr. Bodwell:

“The men have added,

'and I do not know why. ‘buf that further

of =a year, his |

it is not to be understood that we in do-
ing so are foregoing any rights that we
have or ought to have in connection with
organiized labor. ”

Mr. Dunsmuir: “No, take that out.”

Chief Justice Hunter: “I do not see any
force in the addition of that paragraph.
It adds mnothing nor subtracts nothing. I
don’t see that that provision heips or
hurts them.” i

Mr. Senkler (representing’ the miners):
“The reason for putting that in is that
the men don’t wish it to be said now, or
ever said, that they have not the right to
maintain their right to organize. It might
be said they would be giving in to Mr.
Dunsmuir.”

Chief Justice 'Hunter: ‘““The probabili-
ties are that Mr. Dunsmuir will probably
take up that point anyway after receiv-
ing them, if jhe receives them.”

Mr. Dunsmuir—“Why should I give in
any more than they should? I won't give
in one inch. I will meet them as my men
and not in connection with any federation
or organization.” (Turning to the miners
in the room) “Pick out any men and I
will meet them.’”” (To the commissioners)
“We are not fixing that up now. I am
here to give my evidence as to the cause
of the strike.”

Mr. Bodwell—“I do not know how any-
one could understand that they were waiv-
ing anything by appointing a committee to
meet Mr. Dunsmuir. If they come to an
agreement, all right. If not, then—"

Mr. Dunsmuir—“It is just the same.”

Chief Justice Hunter—*I cannot see how
the men are going to prejudice themselves
by meeting Mr. Dunsmuir in this way.”

Mr. Senkler—“I suppose not, as long as
they understand it that way. But where
it s put as Mr. Dunsmuir puts it—"""

Chief Justice Hunter—“It is meeting
themy as a committee from these men,
When they meet they will probably have
to discuss all about that.”

Mr. Senkler—Why not throw out any
written agreement in connectionr with this
matter? I am in a position to state this,
that a committee of the men will be glad
to meet Mr. Dunsmuir, and in seeing him
they would not represent any organization
of any kind, simply the miners here.”

Mr. Dunsmuir—‘“Put it in writing, leave

in- {*

them.’”

Chief Justice Hunter—*That
will probably be d.scussed at the
view.”

Rev. Mr. Rowe—*It seems to me a super-
fluous statement. No man foregoes his
rights by having an
question involving—"'

Mr. Bodwell—“Mr. Baker has been here
and insisted that Mr. Dunsemu.r should re-
cogmize the committee. The reporters are
here, it might get out to the world that
the committee undertook—'’

Mr. Dunsmuir—“‘I am not here to settle
this in court here. I can settle it outside.

the right to carry on my cwn
without the interference of anybody. If
tie men like to meet me as a committee
of my own men I will see them, but not,
as I have always said, from the union.
That is what I have aiways sad, and that
is my stand.”
Mr. Bodwell—““After this statement
not see why that meeting should not take
piace.” H
(reads): ‘It is agreed
will meet
presentng the miners of Extension,
not as the executive of any union.” ™
Mr. Dunsmuir—*What 1 told the men
was that I would not recognize them until
they withdrew from. the federation.

that Mr. Dun

and

tion.”

to get the meeting.”

of the strike, and not in any way to try
and settle this dispute.”

admit that the public is affected and agree
thing ought to be done to settle.”
I don’t give way.”

ing way it is the men.
you in their individual capacity. The point
is to have the meeting.”

of my own workmen, in no way connected
with the union.”

don't wish to see you as representatives of
the union.”

Mr. Dunsmuir—“And@ let the committee
be picked out of this room.
the executive; they can have one or two of
them.”

Mr. Senkler—“We have the names of
Barnes, Jeffries and Doherty.”

Mr. Dunsmuir—‘“They belong to the ex-
ecutive, and that would be recognizing the
union.”

Mr. Senkler—“I am instructed that Mr.
Barnes and Mr. Jeffries do not belong to
the executive.”

Mr. Dunsmuir—“Well, if you don’t be-
long to the executive I don’t mind meet-
ing you.
the executive.” -

Chief Justice Hunter—“You had better
agree among yourselves and see if you can-
not get a committee among yourselves not
on the executive.”

Mr. Bodwell—“How will this do? ‘It is
understood that the committee will wa't
on Mr. Dunsmuir as the representatives
of the individual miners and not as the

the union.’ ”

This px:opositlnn was acceptable to all
parties and agreed to.

IMOrrow morning.

To-Day's Sitting.

three Extension miners were examined,
being members of the Western Federation,
on account of its being a Socialist body
with a preponderating econtrol exerc'sed
from the executive in the United States,
but that they had joined the local union
at Ladysmith because others were joining,
and they wlshedA to have a woice in con-

fear of blacklisting. They agrced that the
union .question was the only issue. They
believed in trade unions as a good thing
for employers and men, but were opposed
to the Western Federation. They had all
taken up residence voluntarily at Lady-
smith, and were opposed to Extension as
an unhealthy place to live in.

John Bryden, ex-manager of the Welling-
ton Collieries, was also examined. He
testified as to Extension being an un-
healthy place to live in, from the lack of a
water supply and as to his having advised
Mr. Dungmuir against allowing Extension
to become a mining camp. He knew that
Mr. Dunsmuir had advised some of the
men personally and also the manager that
Ladysmith’ was to be the place of res:-
dence. It was after the injunction which
prevented the company from sh'pping from
Departure Bay, at Nanaimo, had been is-
sued that it was decided Ladysmith should
be made the camp.

It is expected that more evidence in sup-
port of the company’s contentions will be
given by other miners this afternoon.

Pressure on space Tuesday prevented
the publication of the evidence given by
Mr. Dunsmuir before the labor commis-
sion at Ladysmith on Monday.

Mr. Bodweil, K. C., appeared for the
Wellington Colliery Company, and at the
afternoon sitting called Mr. Dunsmuir.
Mr. Senkler, of Vancouver, was present
as counsel .for the miners in the absence
of Mr. Wilson, K. C., who is expected
by Wednesday. Mr, Senkler asked for
time before proceeding with the cross-
examination of Mr. Dunsmuir, and at
the close of the examination by Mr.
‘Bodwell it was decided that Mr. Duns-
muir be recalled on Wednesday night.

After staling his connection with min-
ing on Vancouver Island, a connection
which had lasted for over thirty years,
Mr. Dunsmuir gave an account of the
difficulties at the Wellington collieries in
1890, which lasted for five months. The
trouble then was one of recognition of
the union, a pit committee and eight
hours from bank and bank. The com-
pany had refused to recognize a union,
and the outcome was that the men
agreed to abandon their position and go
back to work. There had been no fur-
ther difficulty at the Wellington mines
till the mines were closed. There had
never been any trouble at Wellington
as Tong as they kept unions away.

There had been a kind of a union at

Alexandria, but the company had never
taken any notice of it. All dealings had

question |
inter- |

interview where a!

What I mean to say is I am going to have‘i
business |

I do'

Chief Justice Hunter—*“How will this do?
uir |
a committee of the miners, re-|

They |
cannot force me to Tecognize that federa- .

Chief Justice Hunter—“The first point is:
Mr. Dunsmu:r—*Your Honor, I came up:
here to give my evidence as to the cause !
~Chief Justice Hunter—“I think you must,
that in the interest of the public some- |
Mr.” Dunsmuir—‘Weil, I can’t help that. |
Chief Justice Hunter—*“If anyone is giv-!
They agree to see

1
Mr. Dunsmuir—“I will meet a committee"

Chief Justice Hunter—*I understand tbey'

1 don’t want |

I won’t have anythinm to do with '

executive or otherwise as the officials of |

After Mr. Dunsmuir had given evidence
the commission adjourned until 10.30 to-

Ladysmith, May 18.—At ‘the sitting of
the royal labor commission this morning

who testified that they were opposed to

troliing decisions' that would affect their!
interests. One witness said it was$ also the

the balance of that out, then I'll meet/ beenrwith a committee of the company’s

| own employees,
! Asked as to whether he had always
dealt with a committee of his own men,
| Mr. Dunsmuir replied that he had re-
| fused to deal with a committee of his
own men. When they brought up trifles,
| he told them they could go to the man-
| ager. In regard to the present dispute
| he had never and would never refuse
] to meet a committee of his own men.

Mr. Bodwell: ‘“The objection yom
haveis to meeting a committee repre-
senting some foreign body or union.

Mr. Dunsmuir: “I don’t say foreign.
I say any union. I don’t want anything
to do with unions. I can get along witm
my own men without having any union.
! At Alexandria they called it a union. I
never recognized any committee as com-
ing from a union.”

Witness then told of the committees
that had come to interview him in regard
i to the present strike. Some time in
April a committee of three had come to
Victoria to see him. “They sent in their
card and said they wanted fo see me. £
sent out te ask if they represented the
Western Federation of Miners, and they
said they did, so I sent word back that
I would not see them; that was the end
| of that committee.”

The next committee, two or three
weeks later, had represented that they
were a committee representing Extens‘on
miners. An interview had been granted
i them on that ground. At this interview,
witness had asked if they belonged to
the Western Federation, and they said
they did, and he told them that he would@
not have aunything to do with the feder-
ation in any shape or form, that he
would meet his own men if they woul@
withdraw from the federation. There
had been a colored man on the previous
deputation, and as he was rot on this
! witness had asked where the nigger was,
He had heard of certain bets being
, made as to his meeting such a represen-
tative, and he therefore told them he
didn’t care whether niggers, Japs, China-
men or white men so long as they were
his own men. He told them that agita-
ters were sucking the blood out of them,
that it was better for them to follow
. him than a man like Baker. Baker
wasn’t giving them bread. The commit-
tee had said witness need not recognize
the union or the federation, but only
allow it to exist. This he had refused
to allow.

Asked i he objected to the Western
i Federation more than to any other

union. Mr. Dunsmuir replied: *“I objeet
 to all unions, federated or local, or any
! other kind. 1 think I can treat with
my own men without the interference of
a union. He explained that his objee-
tion was based on the interference of the
pit committee, which went with unions,
with the management of the mine. He
did not think the men had as much free-
dom; they were dictated to by the pre-
sident or secretary; they become slaves
to the union, to the three or four heads,
called the executive. 'T'he only trouble
in the present dispute was the questien
of union. Witness said he could net
stop men joining ‘the union if they liked
but he could hire whom he liked. He
had the right to discharge them if they
belonged to a union, and had told themx
so. He had no other motive for refus-
| ing to recognize the Western Federatiom
than that he wanted to manage his own
works. Pit committees interfered with
the management of business; they went
round the mines and put their prices om
stalls and tons, instead of allowing the
management the right of fixing a price
with individual miners. The pit commit-
tee fixed the price so as to bring down
the good man to the level of the bad
one. Men had to observe union rules,
and. were, therefore, not free. The
union at -the Nanaimo collieries had
caused all the trouble there.

At this juncture a statement of the
wages paid at the Wellington mine dur-
ing the year 1902 and during the pre-
sent year up to the time of the strike
was given. This statement was as fol-

lows:
$76,-

1902.—April, $75,549.85; May,
710.44; June, $65,116.52; July, $65,440.-
24; August, $71,723.21; September, $64,-
172.50; October, $69,695.45; November,
$68,287.78, December, $65,622.48.

1903.—January, $71,627.32; February,
$65,000.63.

Mr. Bodwell then took up the question
of the removal of the miners from Ex-
tension to Ladysmith.

Mr. Dunsinuir explained that the
work at No. 1 slcke had commenced m
November, 1895, No. 2 slope had com-
menced in January, 1806, and work at
the main tunnel in January in 1898. Al}
of these were at or near Extension. In
September, 1898, the building of wharves
at Ladysmith was commenced. The
land for the townsite at Ladysmith had&
been purchased at a cost cf $6,340 in
April, 1896, The company started to
chip codll from KExtension in September,
1899, at which time about 200 men were
working. At the very beginning, wit-
ness said, he had told the men the town
was to be at Ladysmith. He had told
some of the men himself, and had told
the manager to tell them.

Asked about the committee of miners
who had-come toMinterview him about
two years ago as to their being obliged
to live at Ladysmith, witness said: “I
told them they could live where they
liked and I could hire them if I liked.
That is what I actually said.”

Requested by Chief Justice Hunter to
give the conversation as well as her
could, Mr. Daunsmuir replied that he
couldn’t go into it now as that was two
vears ago, He explained that he had
meant by his reply that the townsite
was to be at Ladysmith. His meaning
was that hie was not going to have thent
live at Extension.

When asked by the Chief Justice how
it was that the men got the impression
from this interview that they might live
at Extension, witness said: “The same
way as they have reported lots of things
that I have said. They said I would
recognize the union. I said the reverse.”

Chief Justice Hunter: “Either they
must be deficient in understanding or
you can’t convey your ideas in a way
that they ean be understood.” Witness
thought possibly it might be the latter.

Continuing, in detail, Mr. Dunsmuir-
said his standpoint was in the first place
that they were too near Nanaimo., which
was causing a lot of trouble. In the
second place Extension was not a fit
place to live. At Ladysmith, if not
working, they could go boating, step om
the train and go to Nanaimo or Exten-
sion. 'Extension was a hole. Further,
there was no water there that was fit te




