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GITY SCHOOLS
CLOSED TO-DAY

EXERCISES HELD AT
SEVERAL CENTRES

Trustees and Others Attended
‘and Delivered Addresses
to Pupils.

9‘ (From Friday’s Daily.) <
{

|3 All the public schools in this city

" closed to-day, and the pupils are now
free from their studies until January
3rd. In every school the children wore
bright faces, and also were speculating
among themselves what they would
like for Christmas. Enthusiasm ran
high when they were marched out from
the classrooms and dismissed.

The teachers were thoughtfully re-
membered by the scholars, who wished
them “A Merry Christmas,” which was
gratefully returned by the former.

In several of the schools this morn-
ing closing exercises were held. Elabor-
ate programmes were given, and the
attendance in most cases was large.
The interiors of all the classrooms were
tastefully decorated by 'the teachers
and pupils who spared no pains in try-
ing to make their room look better
than others. It would have given any-
one a hard task to decide this question
in most of the schools.

There were no promotion or roll of
honor lists to-day, as it is seldom that
any of this kind is prepared at this
season.

South Park.

The closing exercises of this school
were started at 9.30 o'clock in the as-
sembly room so as to be over in time
to allow the Kingston street school
to hold its breaking up. At the time
of commencing the room was filled
with parents of the children. The pro-
gramme brought forth ringing' ap-
plause. The programme given was an
excellent one, and showed signs of
earnest preparation on the part of the
teachers. Addresses were given by Rev,
W. Leslie Clay, Rev. T. W. Gladstone,
Rev. A. M. Miller, and Trustees Capt.
McIntosh, A. B. McNeill and W, E.
Staneland.

The following is the- programme
which was rendered by the school:

Chorus, “The First Noel,” school; re-
citation, “Two Boys,” Ronald Cruick-
shanks; piano solo, May. Avery; solo,
“My First Music Lesson,” Gladys Gra-
ham; recitation, “Dolly’s Wash,” Edna
Warwick; piano solo, Inez Bucknam;
chorus, “Christ Was Born of Maiden
Fair,” school; recitation, “Kris Krin-
gle’s Surprise,” Letty Mathews; piano
duett, “Spanish Dances,” Janet and
Marjorie Spalding; class song, “‘Star of
the East,’” Miss Baxter’s girls; mando-
lin solo, “School Days,” Julia Kent;
recitation, “Wouldn’'t You,” Allen Cum-
ine; instrumental, Effie Spalding;
chorus, “God Rest You Merry Gen#ip=
men,” school; piano solo, Curtis Dean;
recitation, “The Xmas Tree,”” Ernest
Greenwood; solo, “Always in the Way,”
Irene Wagner; piano duett, *Fra Dia-
volo,” Ina Gordon and Freda Watt;
solo, James Woolison. God Save the
King. 3

Kingston Street.

Following the South Park school ex-
ercises the Kingston Street school
pupils were ushered in and filled the
places vacated by the former, who had
3ust finished their programme., A can-
tata entitled “Mother Goose’s Visit to
Santa Claus,” was given by the schol-
ars and was much enjoyed by those
present. °*

Those who took the leading parts in
this affair were: Mother Goose, Myra
Renwick; Little Bird That Tells,
Evelyn Lang; Jolly Beggers, a group
of boys; Dr. Foster, Hector McDonald;
Woman in the Shoe, Myrtle Stevenson;
Old King Cole, Eugene Worth; Bo
Peep, Beatrice Fullerton; Old Woman
in Basket, Annie Jalland; Jack Sprat
and his wife, Howard Watson and
Susie Taylor; North Wind, Victoria
Emery; Santa Claus, George Trahton;
Nannie Etticoat, Myra Renwick. The
song, “Canada,” was sung by - three
boys, M. Rondeau, Victor Emery .and
Roy Emery, and was well received by
those who were in attendance.

Addresses were given by Rev. C. E.
Cooper and Trustees Capt. McIntosh,
A. B. McNeill and W, E. Staheland.
The exercises were brought to a close
by the singing of “God Save the King.”

Hillside School.

The closing exercises at the Hillside
school had a special significance from
the fact that they are the last to be
celebrated in the old building. Miss
Blackwell, who for the past eleven
years has presided over the work of
the school, gave her goodbye message
to the parents and schelars. She has
been an exceedingly efficient and
faithful teacher, and her departure i
much regretted by all .

The programme was exceptionally
good this year. Some who hag at-
tended the closing for several] years de-
clared it the best yet. The walls were
rrettily and tastefully decorated for
the occaslon, making the old structure
put on quite a brave appearance. The
work of the principal and her asso-
ciates, Miss Anderson and Miss Lucas,
was warmly approved by the large as-
semblage of parents and friends. The
fcllowing programme was réndered:

Recitation, “Welcome,” Thelma
Jeeves; chorus, by school; recitation,
“The Dearest Dolls,” Hazel Smith;
recitation, “The Christmas Song,” Lil-
lian Northam; round, by scheol; reci-
tation, “Guiding Santa,” Earl Smith;
recitation, ‘“Help One Another,” Annie
©vpenheimer; chorus, by 'school; reci-

+tlon, “Mother Nature's Bed Quilts,”

Nellie Lawson; recitation,- “A Happy
New Year,” Isabel Phease; song, by
bupils of division I3 recitation,
“Johnny's Letter,” Darwin Charlton;
rpund, by school; reecitation, ‘“When
¥anny was a Little @Girl,”” Francis
Walker; recitation, “Mothers Always
Do,” Bessie Johns; chorus, by school;
dialogue, “Two Sides of the Question,”
by Willla Turnbull and Lotta Jen-
nings; chorus, by school; recitation, “A
Poor Rule,” Lizzie Wright: recitation,
“Goodbye to Summer,” Florence Free-
man; song, by pupils of division I.;
recitation, “Two Little Boys,” John
Thomas; marching song, by school;
address by Rev. F. T. Tapseott; “God
Save the King.”

ENTERS SUIT
AGAINST CITY

WM. OLIPHANT SEEKS i
TO RECOVER DAMAGES

Claims That Property Was Ser-
iously. Injured During
Recent Floods.

P ]

(From Friday's Daily.)

As an aftermath of the recént severe
floods in Victoria, consequent on the
unprecedented rainfall of a couple of
weeks ago, the city- is to be made the
defendant in at least one action for
damages done to private property, and
other suits are threatened. These lat-
ter may be instituted should the city
lose the present case. This morning
Wi.llia.m Oliphant took the preliminary
steps in entering an action against the
corporation, claiming damages aggre-
gating between $10,000 and $15,000.

Mr. Oliphant is the owner of five or |
more houses on what is known as Park
boulevard, Beacon hill, and he alleges
that the flooding of the cellars, the
stoppage of drain pipes, etc., worked
a serious injury to his property. He
alleges, further, that some three years
ago he foresaw the possibility of dam-
age if the drainage facilities were not
improved and that on his complaints
to the council at that time a promise
was made that the matter would be at-
tended to. He alleges-also that on an-
other occasion—one year ago—a similar
complaint was lodged on his part, and
that again a promise was made which
was never fulfille

A few days after the recent severe
rain storm had abated Mr. Oliphant
wrote to the council setting forth that
his property had suffered serious in-
Jury, and asking that the council meet
him’ and assess damages, failing which
he would be compelled to enter an ac-
tion to recover the amount of the loss
he had sustained. A special committes
of the council, consisting of the mayor,
Alds. Fullerton and Turner and City ¢
Engineer Topp was appointed to con-
fer with Mr. Oliphant and endeavor to
arrange a settlement. Apparently this
conference has failed, hence the threat-
ened lawsuit.

The 'matter will no doubt be reported
at this evening’s meeting of the streets,
sewers and bridges committee, and the
committee present a statement of their
endeavors to effect a settlement.

THIRTY-FOUR HUNTERS
LOSE THEIR LIVES

Five#of Those Injured During
Season Are Not Likely to
' Recover.

Boston, Dec. 17,—At the close of the
big game season it was found that the
cos$t of the chase had been 34 lives in
New England-and Eastern Canada.

Among the score or more known t3
have been seriously - injured, five are
not expected to recover; two will lose
their sight and half a dozen more will
be maimed for life.

POLAR CONTROVERSY
CONTINUES  UNABATED

Loose Denies Statement That
He Has Retracted Recent
Affidavit.

New York, Dec. 17.—~The North Pole
controversy, involving the data of Dr.

f Cook, the Bryooklyn explorer, who is

still mysteriously missing, was revived
to-day when B. 8. Osborne, secretary
of the Arctic Club, ecame out with a
statement that Captain Loose had ad-
mitted the falsity of the affidavit re-
cently published in a local newspaper
to the effect that he had faked records
for Dr. Cook.

‘Loose to-day denied he had retracted
or had any intention to retract any-
thing.

Scientist’s Views.

Copenhagen, Dec. 17.—Danger from
another quarter threatens the reputa-
tion of Dr. Cook, according to a mem-
ber of the committee investigating the
data of the explorer. A scientist calls
attention to the favt that the frost
and storms of the Polar region renders
impossible absolute accuracy in secur-
ing of data and says Cook’s figures
will arouse more suspicion in the
minds of the investigators if they are
absolutely correct than if inaccuracies
exist.

The committee began work to-day
and expects to reach a decision within
a fartnight,

- It is not known outside the circle of
scientists whether the affidavits of
Loose and Dunkle, accusing Cook of
buying their aid in preparing for Arctic
data, will be considered.

TWO MINERS KILLED,

Trinidad, Colo., Dec. 17.—An explosion
in mine No. 25 of the Cedar Hill Coal and
Coke Company, twenty-five miles north-
east of here, instantly killed two men.
They were Robert Ramey and James
Pedesco, and both left families. The ex-
plosion was the result of a “windy shot,”
but no fire occurred and the mine was
not damaged.

BANDITS LOOT BANK,

Three Robbers  Hold  Citizens at Bay
While Others Carry Off Booty.

Geronimo, Okla., . Deec. ' 17.—While
three bandits held a crowd of -citizens
at bay, two others looted the Citizens
bank of $1,660 early to-day, and es-
caped, They are being pursued by a

posse,

\
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RIGHT IN HIS ELEMENT.

Joseph Martin :—‘‘How sweetly familiar are these sounds ! How I begin to live again.”

ELECTION FIGHT
GROWS BITTER

CONSERVATIVE MILITARY
POLICY ATTACKED
Q &y
Sir E. Grey Denounces the
Proposal to Put Tax on
Canadian Wheat.

Toronto, Dec. 17.—A cable to the Star
says: While London has not yet been
favored with much politics, a tremend-
ous heat has been generated. News-
papers-are hitting harder ever day and
the campaign throughout the country
grows bitter. The Chronicle on Thurs-
day printed an interview with Lloyd
George in support of the charge that
the Marquis of Bute was only rated for
£924 at Cardiff castle, with its exten-
sive grounds, while a tailor shop near
by was rated for £947. Comparisons of
this ' kind are made by the  Liberal
speakers everywhere and are merciless-
ly followed up by the press.

Hon, T. Brassey, speaking at Boxhill,
admitted ‘the probability of a Liberal
victory.

Politics are not as different here as a
Canadian could expect. For instance,
a tariff reformer announces a £100 in-
crease in his workmen’s wages if the
Conservatives win. A Liberal speaker
says that if his party win they will in-
troduce a bill insuring a living wage
for every workman. 3

A Toronto Globe cable says: John
Bull is like a very deaf gentleman with
whom two people are trying to talk.
In one ear Lloyd George shouts “Tax
land values, sir, and be happy'’; in the
other Chamberlain says, ‘“Tax foreign
goods, give a preference to the colonies
and be prosperous.”. The old gentle-
man is still-a little confused and half
disposed to try both prescriptions. He
may do so eventually, but will probab-
ly take the Welsh doctor’s first.

“Conscription and Protection.”

London, Dec. 17. — Denouncing the
Conservatives’ military policy, the Lib-
erals have issued a remarkable mani-
festo declaring that the boy scout idea
is part of “conscription and protection.”
Continuing, the proclamation says:

“Conscription " is to provide a force
necessary ' to keep the workers . under
and protection is to rifle their pockets
when down. This is the inner\ mean-
ing of the boy scout craze. It is de-
signed to secure for the Tories, who are
running it,. the ~-——pathy of the rising
generation and to innoculate a  spirit
of militarism and bastard patriotism.”

Sir Edward Grey speaking at Ber-
wick, ‘said the duty on Canadian wheat,
as proposed by the tariff reformers, was
a wrong step and would lead to bar-
gaining and quarrels within the Em-
pire.

THREE MEN BLOWN TO PIECES.

" New Philadelphia, Ohio, Dec. 17.—
Three men were blown to pieces to-
day when the boiler exploded at the
plant of the Royal clay. works here.

The explosion occurred shortly after
350 employees had entered the building
to begin work. ' Six boilers were de=
stroyed and the roof blown from the
building.

FACTORY SOLD,

Tillbury, Ont.,, - Dec. 17.—Tillbury
canining factory has been sold to E.
Kelly, of Winnipeg, who is acting ‘on
behalf of a syndicate of wholesalers
from the Northwest. The price paid
is $27,000.

NO FIGHTING
IN COAST CITY

AGREEMENT REACHED
BY NICARAGUAN LEADERS

Rumor That Zelayan General
Will Surrender if President
Resigns.

Managua, Nicaragua, Dec. 17.—It is
stated semi-officially to-day that pro-
visional President Estrada and his
chief, Lieut.-General Chamorro, have
agreed with General Vasquez and Gen-
eral Toledo, Zelayan leaders, that
there shall be no more fighting at
Bluefields.

It is also reported that the American
government has been notified of the
intention to keep the city outiside the
fighting zone.

Zelaya May Resign.

New Orleans, Dec. 17.—Following the
resignation of President Zelaya of
Nicaragua, it is reported in Managua
to-day that General Vasquez, leader
of the Zelayan troops near Rama, will
surrender. N

It is also rumored that the Zelayan
and revolutionary armies would com-
biné to support Estrada for the presi-
dency.

In the event of Estradals accession
to the presidency, it is being whis-
pered to-day that Nicaragua will be-
come the pioneer equal suffrage nation
of the world.

Civic Officials Arrested.

Washington, D. C., Dec. 17.—Several
of the municipal authorities at Man-
agua, the capital of Nicaragua, have
been imprisoned by orders of President
Zelaya as result of the recent disorder-
ly. demonstrations, according to tele-
grams to the officials here.

Further fighting is reported /in the

.| city of Leon, and it is said that Presi-

dent Zelaya has sent arms to Gran-
ada, an important town on Lake Nicar-
agua, only a short distance from Man-
agua, where - opposition has arisen to
the candidates Zelaya proposes for high
offices of the republic.

ASQUITH ABANDONS :
ELECTION CAMPAIGN

Withdraws in Order to Be Near
Daughter, Who is in Critical
Condition.

London, Dec. 17.—Premier Asquith

has abandoned his election campaign
and gone to Winchester, where his
daughter Violet, whose flance, Hon.
Archibald Gordon, died yesterday, is
prostrate and in a serious condition.
* Public sympathy has turned against
William Watson, who wrote the poem,
“The Woman With the Serpent’s
Tongue,” and denunciations of the
poet are appearing in the morning
papers.

EARTHQUAKE SHOCKS.

Mexico City,- Dec. 17.—An earth-
quake shock was experienced here and
at Tehauntepec yesterday.

l

(. N. STEAMERS
FOR THE PACIFiC

D. D. MANN SAYS LINE
WILL BE ESTABLISHED

Railway in Province Will Not
Be Completed for Four or
Five Years.

Toronto, Dee. 17.—“Our railroad . in
British Columbia will not be completed
for four or five years,” said D. D.
Mann, ‘‘but it is the intention of the
Canadian Northern Company to have
a line of steamships in operation on the
Pacific before that time.”

He added that plans had been com-

Pleted for the remodelling of the Cairn

and Heliopolis by . the builders in
England and that the formation of a
steamship department was well under
way.

MISS GUTHRIE DISCHARGED,

Charge of Perjury Is Dismissed on
Technicality, ¥

Barrie, Ont.,, Dec. 17.—The charge of
perjury against Clara Guthrie in connec-
tion with evidence given at the inquiry
into the case of the double fire which de-
stroyed her parents’ home and also the
musie hall block on November 17th, was
dismissed this afternoon by Judge Wis-
mer, and Miss Guthrie was ‘also dis-
charged. It was owing to the neglect on
the part of the officials in not having the
record of the inquest proceedings made in
strict compliance with the statutes. A
stenographer was employed, but the law
says it is the duty of the coroner himself
to put the proceedings in writing or hand
over an exemplification of them.

SWITCHMEN’S STRIKE.

J. J. Hill Says it is at End as Far as
Great Northern Is Concerned.

Seattle Wash., Dec. 17.—J. J, Hill be-
fore leaving for the' East yesterday,
said that the switchmen’s strike was
over as far as the Great Northern was
concerned.

Making Investigation.

St. Paul, Minn.,, Dec. 7.—Governor
Eberhardt, who is making a private in-
vestigation of the switchmen’s strike,
as to. whether business is sufficiently
interfered with to warrant infervention
said yesterday, ‘“Both sides are making
claims and I believe the truth lies
somewhere between them. I may have
statements to make public in a few
days.”

HEIR TO MILLIONS,

Miechigan City, Ind., Dec. 17.—M. D.
Bryner, a switch cleaner on an elec-

i tric railroad here, was to-day notified
{ that he is heir to an estate.valued at

$20,000,000 in Posen, Prussia.
AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS.

Ottawa, Dec. 17.—E., N. Lewis, Con-
servative member for - West "Huron,

gives notice of a resolution. that the !
place agricuicural ;

time has come to
implements on the free list.

BLAZE AT GUELPH.
Guelph, Ont., Dec. 17.—A four
building on Market Square, owned by N.
D. Norris, was gutted by fire this morn-

| to prominent

story

PREMIER’S HOME
RULE STATEMENT

VIEWS OF NATIONALISTS
AND CONSERVATIVES

Unionists Make Plank of
““British Market for Brit-
ish Workmen.”

(Special to the Times.)

Toronto, Dec. 17.—A cablegram 12
the Star from London says:

Premier Asquith’s reference to Home
Rule is taken by the Conservatives as
a straight declaration in favor of grant-
ing Ireland local autonomy. The Irish
party so regards it and considers that
Home Rule has been formally en-
dorsed by Liberals.

The men one meets in the leading
hotels are mostly tariff reformers de-
nouncing the *“‘detestable budget.” They
are quoting figures showing Germany’s
industrial growth in.recent years. They
are arguing that Britain is engaged in
a war that needs not only ports but
custom houses in order to
strong for defence and attack.. The
people in the hotels are not the peo-
ple of England.

difficult to get a hearing. TUnionist
journals are avoiding two paramount
and allied questions, the Lords and the
Budget, and are talking protection of
industries and a *“British market for
British workmen.”

Whether this will procure them a
hearing later on time will tell. = The
contest will not begin in earnest until
January, but already there is evident-
ly .a struggle between the classes.

In Canada the outcome would be a
foregone conclusion, but it is not so in
a country where you buy a cigar from
a man who denounces Winston Church-
ill because he is deserting his caste,
or who distrusts Lloyd George because,
as Chancellor of Exchequer, he does
not come from one of the great fam-
ilies. .

HOLD-UP MAN SHOT.

Portland, Ore., Dec. 17.—A young
man named William Mitchell is dying
at the Good ‘Samaritan hospital with
a bullet wound in the neck inflicted
early this morning by V. Vonone, a
saloonkeeper, whom it is alleged Mit-
chell held up at the point of a gun.

U. S. SECRETARY OF
INTERIOR ATTACKED

Affairs at Land Office Will
Probably Be Investigated
by Committee.

Washington, D. C., Dec. 17.—The sen-
sational attack upon Secretary of the
Interior Ballinger, made upon the floor
of the house yesterday by Representa-
tive Hitchcoek, of Nebraska, makes it
practically certain that the house or-
ganization cannot stave off investiga-
tion of the federal land office after
Christmas.

BATH TUB MURDER
MYSTERY DEEPENS

Mother of Victim Declares Her
Daughter Ended Own
Life.

New York, Dec. 17.—Mrs. Caroline
Martin, mother of Mrs. Snead, who was
found dead in bathtub in a deserted
house at East Orange, declared yes-
terday that her daughter killed her-
self, but declined to give motive. The
mother said she did not know where
the girl’s husband was. The victim
carried $20,000 insurance. N

Mrs. Martin was arrested here on
Wednesday formally charged with
murder.

In the bath room of Mrs. Martin's
room at the hotel were found notes
written in a girlish hand ideritical with
the handwriting of the note found in
the East Orange bath room pinned to
a little heap of clothes near the body
of Ocey Snead. The notes vary slightiy
in phraseology but are substantially
as follows:

“Last ‘year my little daughter died.
Other§ near and dear, kindred, too,
have gone to heaven. I long to go there
too. I have been very weak and ill for
a long time. Death will be a blessed
relief to my sufferings. When you read
this 1 will have committed suicide. My
sorrow and pain in this world are
greater than I can endure.

(Signed) “OCEY W, M. SNEAD.”

This wording is substantially the
same as that of the East Orange note
on which hangs the whole case of New
Jersey against Virginia Wardlaw, Mrs.
Martin’s sister, and the Jast person
known to have seen Ocey Snead alive
Experts have doubted the genuineness
of this note. If proved a forgery the
theory of suicide held by the defence
would fail.

Additional letters were found in Mrs.
Martin’s room yesterday. These in-
cluded more than 100 ‘‘suicide letters,”
purporting to have been written by
Ocey Snead, many of them addressed
New Yorkers, among
whom were Mrs. Russell Sage and Mrs.
Clarence Burns, a well known club
woman, The letters all sounded a
pathetic note of despair. One of them
addressed “To My Counsel and At-
torneys” was worded to indicate that
the writer feared the lapsing of her
endowment insurance policies if she
lived through her inability to keep up
the payments. The lawyers were in-
structed to ‘promptly collect my insur-

make it |

Reports from the country show that |
the opposition speakers are finding it[

KING LEOPOLD
" 'PASSES AWAY

DEATH COMES SUDDENLY
TO AGED MONARCF

Regency Established Pending
Accession to Throne of
Prince Albert.

Brussels, Dec. 17.—King Leopold, o
Belgium, died -at 2:35 o'clock this
morning, his aged and wasted body be-
ing unable to stand the strain put uporn
it. The collapse occurred suddenly
and at a moment when the doctors
seemingly had the greatest hope for
his recovery. Throughout yesterday
bulletins issued from the sick room in-
dicated progressive improvement.

The public at large was satisfied that
the King was on the road to recovery
but within the pavilion, where the
King lay, there was a feeling ]
anxiety chiefly because of Leopold’s
gSreat age.

After a wakeful day, the patient was
able to sieep for a brief period early
in the evening, and the night passed
quietly until 2 o’clock, when alarming
symptoms appeared. Suddenly the
King turned and called to Dr. Thiriat
“I am sufiocating.” Dr. Depage was
summoned and the two physicians did
everything possible to prolong ‘life
without avail. The end came quickly,
and after a spell of weakness he passed
peacefully away. :

Prince Albert arrived at the deatin-
bed about twenty-five minutes later,
He was.accompanied by Princess Clem-
entine. Albert kissed the dead King
and left the chamber weeping.

Baron Coffinet, the King’s secretary,
started immediately for Brussels 3
notify the members of the royal fam-'
ily. As he was entering his motor car
he exclaimed: “To- think that only
vesterday we were still full of confi-
dence, and now the King is dead.”

It appears that the doctors were to-
tally unprepared for such a termin-
ation. It was a nun, acting as nurse,
who first noticed the heavy breathing
of the King. She called Dr. Thiriar to
the bedside. Both doctors resorted to
injections of morphine, but this had no
effect.

Regency HEstablished.

Brussels, Da~. 17.—The National Mon -
itor announced to-day that pending ths
ascension to the throne of Prince Al-
bert to succeed the late King Leopold,
Belgian affairs will be administered
by a-regency consisting of the councit
of ministers.

Reported Marriage in 1908.

London, Dec. 17.—A dispatch from
Central News, Rome correspondent,

A ~

THE LATE KING LEOPOLD.

s

says that the Pope has notified the
papal representative at Brussels that
King Leopold was regularly married
to Baroness Vaughn at San Remo;
Italy, in 1%08. This information, it s
said, was given to the papal represen-
tative in order that protection of mar-
ital rights may be afforded the 'baton-
ess. ;

King Leopold was borh at Brussels
on April 9th, 1835, being the son of Leo-
pold and Queen Louise, who was a
daughter of King Louise Philippe of
France.
daughter of Archduke. Joseph of Aus-
tria, on August 22nd, 1853. He made a
lengthy tour through Europe, Egypt
and ‘Asia Minor with his wife in 1855,
He took a prominent part in the de-
bates in the Beigian senate, especially
in_that relating to the establishment
of a maritime service between Ant-
werp and the Levant,

He succeeded his father to the throne
on -December 10th, 1865. He took great
interest in the Brussels-African In-
ternational Association; induced Stan-
ley to undertake an expedition to de-
velop the great basin of the Congo
river under the auspices of the asso-
ciation, and contributed liberally from
his private purse toward the enter-
prise. Stanley began his work in 1879
and completed it in 1884, by establish-
ing .trading stations from its mouth to
Stanley Pools, . and founding the Congo
Free State, of which Leopold became
undisputed sovereign in 1885. The king’'s
wife dis@ a few yeprrs ago.

In recent years Leopold was the sub-

nation. in connection with the conduct
of affairs in that territory, and de-
mands for reforms were made by a
number of European nations. i

DECLINES TO ACT,

- -
Cenan Daoyle Will Not Officiate as
Referee at Johnson-Jeffries Fight.

London, Dec¢. 17.-~Conan Doyle has
received a cable from the committee of
the Johnson-Jeffries fight asking him
to act as referee at the bout next July.

ance and pay it over to my grand-
mother without requiring any ‘bond or

ing. The loss amounts to $20,000.

security from her”

He has declined to officiate -at the
hagnt.

He married Marie Henrietta,

ject of severe criticism and condem-

N -




