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throughout the industry was

meant
to the @ritish Columbia | lumbermen |

the ruin of our forests. fhci
formation had been gdathered by the

have a natural resource that could be
perpetuated almost indefinitely, | %

The cry of a weakening loyalty to
the empire was laughed |at by Mr.|
Brewster, and treated’ as

no treaty entanglement.
terly statesmanship wh

representatives returned with an agree-

ment which dpended on| no - treaty.,
(Hear, hear.) The tariff ¢hanges con-
stituted the wisest,” most sane, and
finest bit of business legislation to t_he
credit of the Laurler [government.
eers.
(C:s Mr? Brewster left fqr the legis~
lature he was given  a |[spontaneous
tribute of cheers and applause.
Duncan Ross.

Duncan Ross, ex-M. . for Yale-
Cariboo, was the chief speéaker of the
evening, and was wdrmly welcomed by
the audience. After a few [ntroductory
remarks he plunged into his subject,
saying:

The question of reciprocjty is not a
new one. Indeed, it is older than the
Dominion jof Canada itself.| Before the
repeal of the corn l1aws in Great Britain
colonial products had a |preferential
market in| Great Britain, Hut with the.
declaration for practical |free trade,
United States products ca into direct
competition with Canadian|products in
that market. This created ponsiderable
disarrangement of  Canadign trade for
the time peing, and ‘blie ruinists, whose
descendants are among us tp-day, could
see-nothing for Canmada: but] annexation
with the United States.- Tory gov-
ernment and a Tory parliamment in 1846
passed an |address-in which it was in
timated that it was mueh to be feared
that, because of the 'withdrawal of pro-
tection to| Canadiafi: products in the
3ritish markets, the ‘peoplé would be-
gin to doubt whether remaining a por-
tion of the British “Emipire would be
of that paramount’ advantage it was
hitherto found to be.” The reply of Mr.

Gladstone, | who was' ther ' dolonial sec-|t

retary, was a stinging rebyke ‘to those
fairweather loyalists; and he expressed
the pious hope that the pedple of Can-
ada were ‘hound to°the mother 1land by
a firmer bond than ' a' commercial one,
and that the people of Canpda did not
desire that a market for [their farm
products should ‘be maintained by a
perpetual tax upon the people of Eng-
land. :
=Globe Comments.; Saaed
The Toronto Globe said itj was amus-
ing to watch the effects of the new Bri-
tish policy upon the Tory: members of
the province. The comments of these
members afforded an admirable illus-
tration of| the selfishness. ¢f Toryism,
wrote that Liberal stalwdart,” George
Brown. Give them everything they
could desine, and they werqd brimful of
lovalty.. They would chant peons till
they were |sick, and drink |goblets till
they were blind, in praise ¢f wise and
benevolent| governors who |gave them
all the offices and all the emoluments,
but let their interests, real|or imagin-
ary, be effected, and how so¢n did their
loyalty - evaporate. Now, [there was
talk of separation from the mother
country unless the mother would con-
tinue to feed them in the methods pre-
scribed by the child. True loyalty was
estimated |in  pounds, shillings and
bence. When these were wjthdrawn it
sustained a complete collapge. It was’
a strange thing, the Tory’s lgyalty.; ¥ou
might trample on every priyilege, you
might oppose the passage of levery good
law, you might enact class legislation
by which. the interests of |the many
were entirely - saerificed for the few,
and you would mot disturb [the Tory’s
loyalty. He seemed to be bétter. pleas-
ed to show hig loyalty for thk preserva-
tion of things as they were. But the
moment the government| ventured
legislation on a broad, just ahd compre-
kensive scale,. the Tory’s loyalty van-
ished.
And just as true as that gicture waus
over half a century ago it is|an equally
faithful pen picture of the Toryism of
to-day. Hear, hear.)
Reciprocity in 1854
With a view to assisting
trade, ‘imperial statesmen ;
thing in their power.to bri
reciproeity ‘treaty between Cha
the United Btates, and, afteq consider-
dble negotiations, such treaty|was pass-
“d in 1854 and continued unti| 1866. For
twelve ‘years -thepe-was the. freest pos-
sigle interchange of the prodhcts of the
farm, the forest, .the mine and the sea.
Uanada prospered-as she never did be-
‘ore, and her-loyaMy to. the mother
buntry was not. lessened. When this
_ivf'ut,\' yas passed, the same|blue ruin
lories could see no-other outfome than
“hnexation with the United Btates.
i When the| treaty was abrogated in
1866, some equally foolish pedple of the
“me politica] strive beliéved that the
hrogation would force Canada into an-
“Xation with the United States, and
¢ congressman went so far as to in-
foduce a measure providing for.the
Ainnexation. of Canada, Wheh colonial
Ireference was abolished Cahada. was
' be forced into -annexation, When
reciprocity treaty was passed it
Would lead -|to annexation, gnd when
‘¢ reciprocity treaty was abrogated it
“ould force: amnexation. (ILaughter.)
e of these prophecies eyentuated,
<11 1s it not reasonable to argue now
14t our loyalty does in no way depern®
bon trade arrangements? |Is-it not
‘isonable to suppose that la people
0 will go into the British mhrket and
et the world’s competition, and at
¢ Same time give British gbods sub-
"‘Atliil preference in its own market,
® sufficiently loyal to be abld to make
. trade agreement with ity nearest
ighbor ‘without its loyalty being | im-
“ugned? (Hear, hear.)
McBride 'and Ellison

Canadian

The
“oughty finance minister, Mr. [Price K.

- British Columbia fruit o protes-
tion in the English market!6,000 miles
away, and it more than helds its own
there. It is surely not theisame Mr.

tears in his voice, tells a sympathetic
legislature that -the -British Columbla
fruit.industry is going to be ruined be-
‘cause it is to- have protection in a mar-
ket at its very doors. Let me teéll Mr:
Ellison ¢hat Canadian cheese and Can-
adian baeom have overcome &l doms-
petition #n the English: market " and
Canadian- fruit will no- the Sante at
home or in England. (Hear, hear)

1 have more confidence in the enter-
prise of the British ©olumbia frult-
growers than to suggest that' they are
to be ruined if the government of the
Dominion of Canada In its “wisdom?
finds it-necessary to make a reasonable
trade agreement with a view of secur-
Ing & reduction 6f the High cost of v
Ing in this country. Let me fell hir
further, that the greatest competition
to British Columbia fruit in the north:
west ‘market does not come from ‘thée
United States, but from Ontarlo, and
with a new market opened up in- the
great border cities of the United States
Ontario fruit will no longér be sold in
Manitoba and in the Northwest, but
right at -the very doors of this province,
across the border.

Mr. McBride- is in rather & different
position from his colleagué. He -has
recently been foisted into. the position
of a national figure, and is now the
“whité hope” of the badly disorganized
Conservative party in .Canada. When
he discusses a natifona]l question he’
owes it to himself, and to the position’
Which a great many people think he
ought'te occupy, that he should know
Something of his subject, and that he
shouldgiv’e serious consideration to the
history of his country. In an interview
published in the Colonist, 'he revamps
the old Conservative argument that has
dqne duty upon every occasion when'a
Liberal party has suggested freer trade
arrangements, and after giving the
‘matter some ten.days’ consideration he
delivered himself of & speech - in “the
legislature yesterday in which the old
arguments were ‘again repeated. Mr.
‘McBride is. getting a little .more can~
tious now and he did not charge dis-
loyalty, but he could not refrain from
e:)pressing his fears for British connec-

.

Mr. McBride, as leader of the govern»

ment, is responsible, more:than any
other man, for the condition of affairs
in this provings; a condition that makes
reciprocity so essentia] to this province
if the ountrageously high cost of living
Is to be materially reduced.  (Hear,
hear.) £ -

I refuse to accept a suggestion of
disloyalty from a gentleman who has
never geriously-dpplied himself 40 -pro=
blems of government, who has permit-'
ted the lands of the province to be
held by speculators, who ‘has theréby
retarded settlement, and ‘thus prevent:
ed. the production within the provs’
ince of the natural products which are
so essential for human food, who is
thereby responsible for the = out-
rageously high cost of living." The
man who ¢éan reduce the cost of Wving
to the 1laborer and the artisan, by
twenty-five or fifty cents a day, is more
the patriot than the man who waves
the old flag, suggests disloyalty of his
political opponents, and, while he -is
thus employed, allows the public. do-
main to fall into the hands of the
American Iand'-grabbers. (Applause.)

Then there is that timid Tory, .D. R.
Ker, who is fearful about British con-
nection. Is he a political St. Anthony, |
who can withstand .all trade tempta-
tions? It would be quite loyal for
Brackman-Ker to purchase goods- by |
wholesale in the United States for the
purpose of making a_ profit on them,
but when it comes to a private citizen
buying the same goods from the Unit-
ed States by retail it becomes an aot“
of disloyalty and we are to be told
that British connection is imperilled!
Is it not arrant rubbish ? (Hear, hear.)

History of Reciprocity..’

Mr. McBride is not even true tothé
traditions of his own party, as the:his<
tory of reeiprocity negotiations : will
show. As I pointed out at the oufsets
up to the time of the repeal of the
corn laws in Greaf Britain colonial
products had a.preferential ‘tariff “i%
the British market. In 1840 there
were more than eighty duties in favor|
of the cqlonies, in some instances fhe
duty on forelgn goods being six timss
that on colonjal goods... The dfffer.
ences In these dutles .were reduced
from time to time until'they were fin:
ally equalized or totally. abolished
Then came._the. reciprocity treaty.of
1854, passed when a Conservative gov-.
ernment was in power in Canada. 8

In 1865 Mr. -Galt and Mr. Howland.
went to Washington with a view fo
securing-a continuance of ihe recipre~
city treaty, and they made such a ones
sided offer in favor of the United States
that Mr. Brown, the Liberal in the
then coaliation government, withdrew
from the government ' as - a protest
against the offer made. Confederatica
came in 1867 and the government of
Sir John Macdonald was in power. In
1869 he sent the Hon. John Rose, his
minister of finance, to Washington,  in
an effort to secure a further recipro-
city treaty, but heé was unsuccessful.
In 1873 a further effort was made by
the government of Sir John® Mac-
donald, and he was again unsuccess-
ful. e :
The Mackenzife government came
into power in 1878, and the Hon. Ge€o.-
Brown was appointed to:go to Wash-]
ington for the purpose. df securing a
reciprocity treaty, but he 'did not meet
with success. The Mackenzie govern-
ment went out of power in 1878, and
Sir John Macdonald. came into power
largely on account of his national pol-
icy. Sir John stated, time-and agaln,
that the main object of the natfonal
policy was to force the United States
into a reciprocity agreement. Indeed,
in 1876, he declared he -was. in favor

of reciprocal free trade, and, as a i =1

premier-of: tite province and hisfter of fact, the Mﬁl?ﬂm niro-
; parilament

duced into the Dominion

179N, have both-declared agpinst the}1879 embodied in its clauses &n offery

| Ellison who, with tears in his eyes and|i!

with the Unif
- '“ D
of his opponents Sir John Macdenald
announced,::through:the Empire, the
chief orgart of the Comservative party:
[that the government.-had | been

2By thieiBaited  States:

tHen' ' ministep: -

Macdonald caBtiet “snnouncéd at

andwer mude by Mr. Blainé, secretary;
of state of théiUnited States, of: e
Half of ‘hisigovernment, wes an Hvér
ture ‘fo ‘Yecprootfy ‘

| SIF John “Rac@6Hard th
Totonto, A 1 & spesch|
bany ‘chub’ Sailf;" “While o'
to stand by our natibn&l¥ policy, it is
fact that ‘every measure of. reciproeal
trade we' have gotfrom our neighbors
has been gbt ‘by the’ LCotidervatives,”

{The treéaty of'1854 was g6t by a Cons

(Servative “govePnment.” The Treaty of
Washington, 1870, “was negotiated ' by
himself, “as Canadian commissiener,;
and when the treaty  of 1888 was
made Sir_Charles Tupper, who had
long ‘been a_colleague,  was specially
appointed a, commissioner, So - that
every.treaty ending trade with our
neighbors hads'been got by Conserva-
tive, gover ,xgxenft’g,pt _which he was a
member. " He belieyed that there was
room for.extending, our.trade on a, fafr
basis, ;and  that. there weré things,in

without in any way infringing on
national polley. :
Striking ‘Similarity of Basis.
Dissohition came February: 3,:1891,
and ‘the: only ground upon which=it
could then be justified was that over-
tures ‘had been made by the Washing-
ton governmment looking to reciprocity.
After dissolution’ had :been -granted,
after the’campalghswas -on, it was
ifound that disselution had been: se-
cured by ' misSrepresentation of the
facts, and that no ovértures had ‘been
made. by the United States govern-
ment, but it is interesting to note the
[basis upon' which the Macdonal@ gov-
lernment .was' prepared to negotiate a
reciprociiy treaty. . This is to be found
in“the dispafch sént by the Cdnadian
ministers §o.Lotd Knutford for trans-
missfon to Washington. The sibjécts
coveréd :by..the dispatch included the

rénewal ~of : the  veelprocity” treaty ‘of

the :

ly identical instermes.with the agree-
ment nows sechired tby: the:present goy-
arnment; ‘apd: the::other subjects dénlt
With fhe~At ie _-ﬁsheﬂéé.
Taws, and’ Aldskdn’ boundery:i v
" 'This “proposal “of Sir” ,;,tr_ojhn way the
subject” of tlattering “editdrials imsthe
party press, but Mr. Blaine wrotéraus
thorizing the . contradictign?of:¢sthtess
ments. regarding ~_veciproclty;' adding
that, ‘‘there _are ng negotiatlox{s what-
ever on foot for a. reciproeity’treaty
vith €Canada, and. you may‘ be’ ‘sure
tthot no scheme .for. reciproéity with
'ihe Dominion confined to natural pro-
ducts will be entertained by this gov-
ernment. - We know nothing of Sir
Charles Tupper’s coming tq Washing-
téon.”

This letter greatly _exasperated _Sir
John and-the Conservative leaders, and,
disregarding the fact.that he had se-
cured dissolution on a plea of reciproc-
ity negotiations with the United States,
he abused Mr. Blaine and the battlecry
of the Conservatives became “the ‘old
flag, the old man, ‘the old policy:” It
was followed by an électioh address by
Sir John :in which he stated: “As. for
myself, my-eourse . is clear. A ‘British
subject I was born, a British subject 1
will die, and with sy utmost effort, my:
latest breath, will 1 oppose-thé veiled
treason: of those who,k are advocating
junrestricted:recipreeity,” - * b ks

We are simply lost in. admivation.at
the avonderful: versatility of (‘theicman

A whorcould:egjole:: his:. .excellency into

granting: premature.;dissctution on a-
question of reciprooity, and when Mr.;
i Blaine mo;sugcessfully :conkradicted the
statement wpom which his plea fox rer~
clproity was founded; : theh coollysfurn;
round,-wave. ;the :old flag; ‘and BACUFE ;
his.;opponents:.of .. being traitars;; wbe+
cause they were in favor: of clesgritende
relations with the -United Statesssn o
o Tifbarats Torduow e i
Thé TABEE1 party Bad BlwaysWeeti In
favor-of* ‘fréér  trade’ relatiohs)” And
d ‘g high talE” From 1878 it
: oty WaS! Shider thE  Bo.
'tidnal ‘policy; ¥ potioy et  MEN Protéc-
‘tion-—with' Whitt Tebtlts? ~After efghs
[tcen Vedrs 6% protéction;’ Canadd “‘was
1eft with’a small pépulation, a scanty
imnrigration, 48’ émpty Northwest, en-
ormous additforis ‘to her pyblic dEHEt, &
tariff that “Was oppresstve to the con-
suming” clasges, restricted i markefs and
4 saturndlfé of ‘politféal corruptigh.

" The trade poficy of the Liberal-party
was lald down at thé National Liberal
convention ‘held at "Ottawa in 1883.
‘This “convention 'déclared -that” the
tariff should be so arranged as to pro-
mote freer trade with the whole world,
and “more particularly 'with . Great
Britain ‘and the United " States; and
further, “that’having ‘regard to the
prosperity of Capada and the TUnited
States as adjoining countries with
many mutual interests #t is desirable
that there should be the most friendly
relations and broad and Iiberal trade
intercourse between themi:that the in-
terests alike of the Dominion and the
empire would be materially =mdvanced
by the establishing of such relations;
that the period of ‘ the old rediprocity
treaty was one of marked prosperity to
the British North American colonies.”

Joint High Commission.

The Liberals.came into office in 1896,
and a joint high commission was  ap-
pointed for the purpose of ?ﬂns
with the United States "go ent
trade and other matters. The Canadian
€0l jon, which was domprised of

Sir_Wilfrig Ldurler, Sir hard Carte’
wright, Sit' ‘Loals. Dav and - Johm-

m«:*m

Ogtober, 1898, and in Wasp- |

ingtem from October, 1898, to January,

¥ |as:
States. b ..oy ... |the lea
an excusde fof stealing the pmm?x al

Indesd, St ToBn Thomphot; | =
justice” fn “thé |

publfc meetlag:sin - Toronto that the|

f’ﬁ‘ﬂdom' y the Liberal

Honial convention at:COtfawd
17 Ty it sound policy?'* (“Yes ). . Is it

which w&. could’ enlarge our ‘bounds |

1854, with, some modifications, exaét-]With tkosé’ in. which wé’ are’ immedi:

coasting ]

fshould gome in% from

People repelfed against
st 'g;inthhmgght about
: - Lhey demanded a re-
Mg‘ e tariff  downws

ey, 8id not get it.. -Insurgent,

-SPrang up in different std
ders of the Republican party be-

; President Taft twent to
¥ o meet Mr. Fielding; for. . the,
oBe of discussing tariff arrange-
8 with.him, the firs

x

L F‘_ ¥ ,‘
‘at the invitation .et!
ssrs. . Fielding  andi

and in conformity with the

at wa. in 1893,

you in favor of the Liberal frade policy.
laid down by the national cohyention {n
18932  (“We were.”) . If . #tiwas ;. gaod|
‘policy themn, "is it good ‘poliey now?
(Cheers). After the Liberals came in-
to power in 1896 a tariff commission
was appointed for the purpose -of en-.
quiring ‘into and revising ithe. tariff.
The commission, in a meastive, earried.
out the Liberal promise to{reduce. the
tariff, Iron .duties were reduced:
‘barbéd wiré and binder twine were,
placed on” the free list in the, interests
of the farmer; the duty on| flour. was
reduced; the duty on suar was . sub-.
stantially reduced; ana'thé duty gn, the
raw. material of many farm necessaries
was reduced. Other réductions. . wers
made and, above all, the British nrefer-
ence of 33 1-3 per cent. was placed up-

article of British manufacture s, one-
third jess than the general duty. (Ap-
plause). : 2

All thesesreductions lessened the bux'{-
dens : of ;the consuming classes but,
notwithstanding such reductions, ' the
cost of Hving has gone up by leaps and
bounds, and in no part of ‘Canaifla I8
the cost of living higher than in DBritish
Columbia, than in the city of Victoria.
(Hear,: hear.) - Under these circum-
stances, is there any man, not blinded
by. party prejudice, who will say that
the government should-do nothing to.
ameliorate . the condition:/of the great
consuming: classes in- '¢his - cauntry?

Lo Hows It Affects Vietoria. v .
- et us aualyzo the schegules:of.the:

us in.Victoria. I haven't' time to take
up all the Hems, and will ‘only: deal

ately interbsted. :
For the year to March

For y % n_31,71910,” theré
 Wag 1@9&;‘(‘1 into Canada™ front “the
pUnited, States.itve eattle” {§ fhe Vutie
of $25,150, fwpdn. whilchi there was col-
dected . $6,287.50 -duty &tsds, per, cent,
‘Cattle, under the' new |.peciproclty
agreement, come in freev: . .;,,. 3

For the-same year horses, ;Nvere, im~
ported to the value-of $401,503, upon
which the .duty was $100,550,75,. at 25
per cent duty. Horses, 'under the new
agreement, are free.

Sheep imported amountetd to $131,492,
and the revenue from:thi§ sowrce was
$32,873, also.a 25 per cent, duty. - Sheep,
under the new agreemerit,i are free.

The duty on poultry was 20 per cent.
The importations amounted to $141 483;
the duty collected to -$32,740.90. Poul-
try, under the new agreement, is free.

Cabbages, onions, tomatges, and
other ‘vegetables, paid a 30 per cent:
duty. The -importations amounted to
$652,009, and the -‘duty collected to
$195,602.70.. - All - vegetables, under the
new agreement, come in free:

The duty on appies was 40c. a barrel.
The -importations amounted to $261,792,
and the duty collected to $33,628:40. Ap-
rles, undér the new:agreement, come
in free. Ve ey ; x

Peaches had a duty of d¢. per pound:.
The importations amounted. to $155,139,
and the: dtuy - cellected i to. $47,970.66.
Peaches,  under. thew ngw: agreement;
¢ome in free, 18 T Wi h

Melons and -canteloupes ; paid a.cus:
rtoms tax of 3c, each. The importations,)
amounted to $65,717; the duty .collected
to $21,142.98. These articles, under the
fiew agreement, comesin free... .': &
“There 'was imposed; o, eggs 8. duty
T portations.am-

or-3e. & .dozen.: The: imp v
Ounted to $177,577; -and sthe,duty. caly,
lected - to-  §22,514.28; . (Under, ihe,
agreement: eggs-come in:free:t .« e
. Cheaper Meat and Wegbtables.: sa

sy

3.1
,§~c &

should be reduced fro . i 0.8C. "8
pound, . .Vegetableg. n F starcé “timew]
Chlifornia  with
». redugtion.of atilegst gue-duartef or
present prices. Apples Jin. the "eatiy
season should be reduce‘ﬁ ‘pér box.
And we should be so prddperous, with
such a”substartial redugtion . in ““the
high cost of living, that We can afford
melornis-and canteloupes, :and get them
at-Seattle prices. These are generaily
10c. apiece in Seattle; and 15c.' hére,
or-fe. ‘aplece in Seattle, and 10c. herd.
The_ price of eggs shouild be reduced
at least Bc. per dozen. (Applause.)
‘Wheat and bdrley,"whic¢h are not pro-
duced in British Columbia to any great
extent, are needed for poultry raising
in ‘this province. ‘The soft, .cheap win-
ter- wheat .of Washington' is. .especially
useful to poultry ralsers,. The reduc-
tionh in'the price of wheat will be 12c..
a bushel, or.$4 a_ton. and:on barley 15¢c.

a ‘bushel or $6 a ton.” ;..
Even garden seeds, which now bear
a 10 per cent. duty, will*be admitted
free.
in Emglind are now rétafied at 5c. each
in Brifish Columbler™ {5 -
MWe may occasionally enjoy oysters;

- 'ixiﬂ*ﬁw
440 s$he; pepple ;of . British  Columbia.
X

fisaving,i9 the peaple.of British. Celum-

sound- Liberal policy? . ("It {s.¥) - Were|!

‘on the statute book. The duty on every |.

agreement, and see how it would affectt.

»j¥ou, the, Liberals ;of Victoria, and you,

< %n%l!ﬂ’& ready-to.buy from. him.”

ds pepple who wanted .to. do :business.

491, Capada g interests. was - ready to.

kwas: $34,000,000-4n imports and $45,000,-

Packages costing & penny eachjwe cease to be loyal because we pur-

pment,. the men ‘whoiraise the cry of

s [ana

the new agreement from 3c.-

r | per pound, a saving to the consumer of
1about $17.000, e B

“'We imported during the same vear
totalling: the-enormous ‘value of $1,997,

1921, dipon which we paid a duty of $835-
890. The rate has been -reduced -under
the new agreemient from 2c..to. 1.1-4 per
%und, a saving to the country of-$126.~

~"Saving to This Provifice,.
I-neééd not point out t¢ you that the
gréatér portion of - all ‘thesé articles
‘mentioned are.imported into the prov-
ince of British- Columbia because none
of.the other .provinces are to any great
’e,xée&t, ixﬁ,gorferg of foodstuffs, with the.
jork ‘of “¥ruit’ 't *the’ Northwest,
{preater portiontef the saving
“wifchoI shayea mentioned: - would come

g

words, an ‘dnalysis- of the

‘fead owe to the conclu-

Slon” tHat so far as the application of
& taniff. affects: the cost of Hving: the

bia shonld be at least 25 per cent: of
the pr cost, " {Cheers.) Let me put
other” way.. If in this city under
#é' riunicipal’ ddministration, which
we “always expeet’' and are generally
dishppointetd-'in,  ‘the:: announcement
were ‘ade’ that ‘taxation would be re-
 dYced it diong ‘the’ Hne to.the extént
of 25 ‘periéet.” would: ‘We' not hail the
reduction” with ‘the' gréatest satisfac-
tion 2 "Are: ‘we equally :jubilant when
‘the government of Canada announces
that ft' has arranged - etrade agreement
that teéducés “the ‘costof living to-us
in this city of>'Victorfa at least 25 per
dent’? (Applatise.) &s
- “Byt- thére 18 a’ still: more important
Té8u1t to ‘follow.  The ipassage of the
‘réeiprocity agreement:must bé followed
by ‘W St greéater  British - preference,
dnd‘this ¥4l again help:to . materially
Fréduce the éost of Hving in this coun-
trd SR T : :
Y 2 Tioyalty Unimpaired.
1'have” no‘patfence ~with those whe
are too ldzy or too prejudiced to give
proper consideration to trade arrange-
ments and who, i the absence of any
solid drgument, ‘are found waving the
old flag and Impugning the lovalty ofJ
those who are just as loyal as them-
selves, - Indeed, the more loyal man is
not- he who ‘preaches loyalty, but whe
practicés it, and the Liberals by the
British preference have demonstrated
that in at least so far as.a trade policy
is-an indication of- loyalty, they are

(Qﬁeei's);' “¥ou remember  :the characs
teristic’ statement of ' StriCharles: Tup-
per wheén"Hé Heard -of the British pref-
erenge—thdat Sir-Wilfrid - Laurier was.
tod British: for him: 3

By the reéduction of the tariff, by the
Britigh preference, and now by a broad
eastte of°rediprocity, the Liberal
rovertifient has ‘shown an honest de-
Sirg? ¥6° ¢rry’ ‘out ® its pre-election
pledges™8nd ‘protect the common people
ragdin¥t special’interests: It is a diff-
STk, task WNEht the ‘special interests
of this country;: it requires persever-
anae.iact, and pluck. It is worthy of
all. encouragement, . Need I appeal to

the representatives of the consuming
classes . in this .city, fo strengthen the
hands. of the government in this crisis
by your.voice and your vote? (Renew-
ed cheers), :

During . the, course of-his speech Mr.
‘Ross made an incidental reference to
Mr. ;Brewster, regarding whom he said:
“The  Liberals of this province owe a
debt of gratitude to Mr. Brewster.
There is no man placed in more trying
circumstances than he in the House.
No man has a more uphill fight without
one man to support him, and it is due
to him to say that he is carrying him-
self with dignity, with courage, with
-ability, and I hope to see the day when
Mr. Brewster will have some suppurt-
ers in the legislature. ~In the mean-
while he is entitled to all the support
and encouragement. we Diberals can
give him.”, »
P R, L. Drury,

Mr.-Drury said he had followed Mr.
Ress!s. very complete ‘historical review
wnﬁ 1great interest.. It was being said
by-ppponents:pf reeiprocity that the
danger: point had been. reached be-
teause the United. States was given an
ropportunity -to trade more freely with
[Cenada. ; On the vontrary, the psycho-
logipal mement had arrived and’ the
Laurier,government; : with its custom-
ary.calpriness: 10.the best interests of
Lanada, had: taken. gdvantage of it
Jay Gould, when asked the secret of
hig.gucgess, said: . “I have always fol-
Aowed: thig: rule, that when - the other
fellome wants to buy.I am ready to sell-
jla-him, andsghen hecwants to sell I am
Theé.

ne for the Individual or for the nation
Lo gell, was when. it met the man or the

jThat wes.the case now.. The paycho-
1o fmement. had come when - the
United. States was willing|to buy from
LIS - ndigha,gpvq?cgqpnt, ever ‘mindful

lagree to an arrangement under which
Canagdian. producers. could:sell to those
7R, were . 50 anxlous. to. buy.

c1in1880: our trade. with Great Britain

009 in-gxparts. - Fo-the United States
e axported: $33:000,000, and from that
country:: imported- $29,006,000, The
volume ‘of : trade with ‘the Tepublic was
considerably less than with Great Bri-
tain. - In fhe ten-year period just closed
Canada. imported from -Great Britain
$63,000,000 gnd exported $122,000,000,
while she imported from the United
States $162,000,000. and exported $90,-
000,000. = The aggregate trade with
Great Britain had doubled in thirty
years, while that with the States quad-
rupled; imports from Great Britain had
scarcely doubled, while imports from
the United States increased sixfold, and
this all went on In spite of tariff walls.
Dealing with the . disloyalty ecry Mr.

Prury said: *
“If .we can be loyal to Great Britain
and vet.purehase:gocds to the value of
§162,000,000 from the United States do

chase ‘the same goods without paying
duty? The men objecting to this agree-

peice-of this luxury sho be reduced
from: -25. per-eeint. to 40 pf ‘oeﬂb jndur

Hie new- agreement. . - -, IS oL
- & will: net dwell upon. sadvantages
1o be derived by tﬁe‘!ﬂx%nu’ from the

mnder the new ‘condition. of “thinge" the f@isloyalty-here in -Vietoria, have on

thelr tables and consume articles im-
L the United States. Why, In }

even more loyal than their opponents:}

me:of common sense; if it wasfig

 Canada: yet, with & rectprocity ar-

t in effect.” (Cheers).

‘M, Drury concluded by moving the
following Tesolution: ‘“Resolved, that
the Liberals “of  Victoria, In public
meotﬁ&;mbled., unanimously en-
dorse Proposed tariff agreement be-
fween Cansds and the United States.”
- James: Patérson seconded ' this reso-
lution, and when it was put to the
jmeeting 1t was carried”with unanimity,
Tot a single. : dlssenting  voice being

three cheers for Sir Wilfrid Laurier
fand SInling th’;q‘Na.tiona.} Anthem:

NELSON CONTINUES

= e

Committee Reporis at Meé‘ﬁng
of Board of Trade—Sesk
Improved Service -

Nelson, Feb. 16.—At a meeting of the
heard of trade E. W. Widdowson, for
the publicity committee, reported that
the committee estimated that $2,500
could be raised, and that the first sub-
criptions were already in hand. Though
ihe council had declined to make an
sppropriation, the committee had been
glven to understand that ‘one of tha
reasons was that the councll could
take no other course after turning
down the school’ board estimates, It
was suggested, however, by a mem-
ber of the council that when advertise-
ments we're prepared, if‘a gelection
were submitied to the council, that
Tody might be able to make a small
appropriation,’ though nothing like the
original sum asked for. The committee
estimated that with the $2,600 the pub-
licity bureau could be kept open- dur-
ing the summer, and a certain amount
of advertising could:-be done.

‘W. F. Roberts_believed that 100 busi-

give $26 each -and he would ‘be .one of
them,

The report of the _committee /was
adopted, and in order to carry on the
office, in the meantime, it was agreed
that the committee should guarantee
$26 for the next month’s clerical office
‘expenses. :

The-gecretary, E. K. Beeston, report-
-ed that no acknowledgeémeént had . yet
been made by the Great Northern offi-
clals, of tHe réptéséntdtions made "on
the subject of a better platform at the
Mountain statioh, and of an: improvedl
passenger car service out of Nelsom:
H. E. Douglas satd .the local officials
of the company were thoroughly Ia
sympathy with the movement to gecure
these improvements. The general offi-
cials had promised the local ‘officials
that there would be an improved pas-
senger service In the spring, with a
better train, and probably it would be
2. through train to Spokane. Superin-
tendent Morgan told him the matter of
the station would be taken up when
the estimates were -considéred.

On motion of F. A. Starkey and Jas.
Johnstone, it was decided to apply to
the railway commission for both a new
station and an improved passanger ‘cav
service, this application to :be made at
the earliest hearing.

IMPERIAL CONFERENCE.

Melbourne, Feb. 17.—The need: for a
secretar‘iat as a channel of communi-
cation between the Oversea Dominions
is’ strongly advocated by the prime
minister of the Commonwealth, Mr,
Fisher. He intends to take .up the
subject at the meeting of the Imperial
conference in London. His idea. of the
work of the secretariat he makeés clear
in the following statement: “I think
the prime -minister of the Oversea
Dominions should negoflate = direct
through the secretariat with each other,
the British prime minister, Mr. Asquith

eontrolling the work of the organiza-
tion.” »

- HYDROPLANE DAMAGED.

San Diego, -Cal., Feb. 17.—While try-
ing out ‘his sixty horse-power hydro-
plane here yesterday, Aviator Glenn H.
Lurtiss was caught in.a _sHght gust of
wind off North Island while attempting
alanding, which damaged his machine,
though he escaped injury.

The propeller of the water craft was
broken, being caught by a wave as he
struck the water. Instantly the air
was filled with splintered wood; the
blade being wrecked. Curtiss; how-
ever,- succeeded: in _balancing the air-
ship ' almost immediately and did not
even -suffer a ducking.

TO MANUFACTURE. FOODSTUFFS.

Chicago, Fll., Feb. 17.—Medical men
here .to-day are discussing - startling
statements made by Dr. Herman Hille,
& wealthy chemical research sclentist,
who claims that it is possible to man-
ufacture human food direct from the’
elements of the earth and alr.

Dr.. Hille declared that: a compound
has been diseovered that contains in
sclhution every form of chemieal com-
pesition in ‘the human ‘body, and that
no matter how rapidly.the people of
the earth multiply there will be no
cause for hunger, -

WOMAN SUFFOCATED,

Watrous, Sask., Feb. 16.—As a result of
escaping gas from an open stove after the
damper had beén closed, Mzs:  Liister,
aged 8, was found dead, and her two
sons, Robert, aged 60, and Thomas, aged
50, ‘were remdered -unconselous. /Th
supposed ta have- filled : the

eat them whcim_bnno pay duty onm

getting to close the damper.. -

__The méetlug broke up after giving|.

nesg men could be géecured who would{

* LOS ANGELES CAMPAIGN

American Federation of Labor
“==Appeals to Unions for

o $560,000

. Washington, D. C., Feb. 17. — Ane
nouncement that-$500,000 {s being rais=
ed by the unions of the country to
‘finance ‘the struggle of the unions off
1,08 “Angeles “open shop” conditions, |
was made here to-day by |
Samuel Gompers, of the American Fed-

eratiol of Labor.. Its collection, it im

said, wil] mark the opening of the big-
gest “fight petween capital and labor

{that the United States-has ever seen. .

“Appealing to ‘all unfon 'men to con= '
trivute’to the war in the name of “jus=
lice “and lberty,” Gompers to-day is
sending out an appeal for funds to va-
‘rious cities' ang Secretary_ Frank Mor=
rison of the Federation, announced that
already contributions are streaming in.
Unlon leaders declare that the Nationak
Association of Manufacturers is back~
ing the Merchants’ & Manufacturers
Association of Los Angeles in its fight -
against unionism, and it is the inten-
tion to stamp out the union movement S
in southern California.

Although the labor leaders refused to
cofifirm rumors that this action fole
lows & decision reached at a secret conw
ference in St. Loufs when the Americam
Federation held its convention last fall, -
it is generally accepted here a8 trues
that the movement is the culmination
cf carefully formeg plans at that times
. The intimation is that the unions willf
fight to the end. v Y,
. All along the coast from Beattle t
Los Angeles, it {s said, the labor union
have for some time been assessing thei
-members 26 cents each Week in prepar
ation for the struggle. To this fund
according to Gompetrs’ admission, wilk
10w be added the cash collected in the
east. % A e
~Intimation was given out here thaff *
‘the struggle in Los Angeles is to be&: "
only one of a.serfes. The unions, it i§
#4814, have detérreined to “‘down” the
open shop .principle,” and then, their
fight won In Los Angeles, to carry the
‘war up the coast to the Canadiam
border: They are determined, it is de~
clared that “the ‘cnast must be union=
iZed from® Mexico to Canada, and wilk
concentrate effort of the labor unions te
do this. - L

: Strike Probable,

Los Angeles, Cal,, Feb. 17.—That the
opening gun In the proposed industrial
war in Los Angeles will be fired be-
‘tweén March'f and 15, when a general
strike of the bullding trade unions will
be called; was the belief expressed here
by members of the Merchants’ & Man-
ufacturers' Assoclation, following an-
nouncément : by Samued Gompers in
Washington that unions in the east
were preparing for a gigantic struggle
here against the “open shop.” Mem-
bers of the association professed not to
be surprised at Gompers’ statement,
having, they sald, information that
such a thing was proposed many
months ago. %

About 4,000 men are employed here i,m
the bullding trades.

Preparing for Struggle.

Sacramento, Cal., Feb, 17.—“The sige
nificance of the announcement made
yesterday in Washington by President
Gompers to the effect that the unions
of Los Angeles are raising half a mil-
lion doHars to fight the open shop,™
said Secretary Andrew Gallagher of the
San Francisco Labor Council, whoeis
in San Francisco, “is that the rumored
general strike to be inaugurated im
Los Angeles will be launched about
March 1. This will be the greatest and
most secientific fight between the or-
ganizations of capital and labor evewr
waged in the United States. For the
past two years every union labor mamn
in Cadifornia has been assessed 25
cents per week as a contribution to the
fund used in fighting the open shop. im
Los Angeles.”

BREAK INTO JAIL,

Bandits Rob Prisoner Who Goes Ou#
and Notifles Police.

Wilkesbarre, - Pa., -Feb. 17. — Th&
Wilkesbarre police are searching fo#®
two ‘masked bandits, who broke inta
the jatl at’ Warrior Run, near here;.
Wednesday night, and at the point of
a gun robbed- Stanley Jandus, a pri=
soner, of $29. Jandus was alone in the
prison, his jaller having gone to bed.
Jandus, finding himselft free, went ouw
and neotified the police,

RETAIL LUMBERMERN.

Winnipeg, Feb. 17.—The retall lume
bermen, of Western Canada continued
their twentieth annual convention a#
the Travellers’ hall yesterday, whem
there was a large attendance. The busie
ness was conducted with closed doors.
Officers for the coming year were al§
elected, with the exception of secre-
tary and treasurer, which will be lef&
to the new beard of directors, as“fols
lows: President, W. W. Ireland, Care
berry; vice-president, W. W. Davidsong
Moose Jaw

WILL APPEAR IN VAUDEVILLE.

New York, Feb. 17.—M. S. Bentha®
has the signed contract of Edna Good=
rich, divorced wife of Nat Goodwin, fow
a vaudeville tour. It is sald she wilk
receive $2,600 weekly. The act will opem
March 6, in an out of town theatre and
be whipped into shape for its Newr
York premiere. Mrs. Goodwin will besi
supported by fifteen people.

COLLAPSES AT A DANCE.

Chicago, Feb. 17.-"I  could just dl.;-
waltzing,” panted Mary Sleber, 17, =
momernt before she collapsed from hearge;

4 failure .while dancing the.last number im

Mozart hall. Physicians to-day dery™ip
of saving Her life,

President  |§
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